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TALKING POINTS #OR VORLD Day OF PRAYER SPEAKERS 


Wouan's Christian College of Japan 


(Last Glimpses and Messages, by A.K. Reischauer) 


Tt was Christmas 1940. All day the 600 stuzents hac been celcbrating. 
As the evening twilight deepened into darkness in the large and crowded 
auditorium a chorus of 200 giris marched with lighted candles us the 


Central) aisle and took their places on the stage. Then for an nour they 


Sang the beautiful Christuas carols, the audience joining in the more 
familiar ones. No word has come through about Christmas of 1941 but we 
know that those lighted candles arc but symbols of that inner licht kindled 
by Carist Himself in the hearts of thousands of Japanese Christians which 
the darkness of war cannot blot out and those songs they sang will continue 
to be heard above the noise of crashing bombs. 


It was a day~in March, 1941, early inthe morning as the light wes 
breaking on the eastern horizon. Vie were leaving that day for America 
because of a serious illness. Through our open bearoom window came the 
sweet voices of our students singing in tremulous notes their farewell 
message, "In Christ there is no East nor hicst". Later and the last mes- 
Sage brousht us further assurance that this bond holds even nov. Let us 
at this end do our part to keep it wmoroicen. 


Foreign Missions Conference of N. A. 
156 Fifth avenue 
New York, N. Y. 
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"Ste . Christopher's Training College, Nespas, India 


oie FOR CHRISTIAN TEACHERS © 


Teachers there are many’ in our: cotter and their number is constantly 

' increasing; but for Christian teachers with a vision and a purpose, 

calculating not in terms of immediate returns, but of the far-flung consequence 
of their mission in the PROBE of a people, there is desperate need in 

India today, 


At St. Christopher's Training College there are nearly a hundred young 
women from many different states and presidencies, representing many 

different denominations, learning to live, to work, to study, to play, to 
plan, to pray together. ne 


The graduates of St. Christopher's Training College are exercising great 
influence in the molding of thought and life, in the development of motives 
and attitudes of many future wives, mothers, teachers, lawyers, doctors, 
evangelists and church workers all over India and in Burma and Ceylon. 


After two terms of living and aie at St. Christopher's, Dr. Hazel 
E. Foster writes, “Training colleges, especially for students already holding 
degrees, are all too few in the country. And in any case the ability to meet 
spiritual needs, religious education, and distinctly Christian ministries 
are essential on the part of teachers in Christian schools and colleges. 
For these the government. colleges make no provision. It is of course essential 
‘that teachers in Christian institutions have a good foundation in Bible 
knowledge, understanding and-ability to teach it. - More importantly: still © 
they need to go out from a college where not only:-is scholarship on a thoroughly 
sound basis—as it is in both the government and the Christian training colleges 
in Madras, but, also where everything, including the teaching of so-called 
secular subjects, has at its root Christian purpose and spirit. This I am 
convinced is the living ideal ond purpose at St. Christopher's Training College. 


COLLEGE REPORT 1940-1941 
(Read by the Senior Student on College Dey , March 22, 1941) 


_ This year five of the Sienna ee took part in the ‘Essay 
Competition of the ‘National Henlth Association and 211 of them got prizes. 
During this year 28 students were able to take a course in the First A id 
arranged by the St. John's. ae st and 24 eb the Ci i hone 


ww 
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Our college took a keen interest in the inter-collegiate matches 
held throughout the year and we entered, for all except tennis. In spite 
of our earnest attempts we were able to get only ‘the: tenniquoit runners-up 
cup. We hope our first years will do much better next year. We are very 
happy to have a students!’ tennis court on our grounds. It was opened on 
the 61d Students' Day, 


Our Ranger Company in the college had 42.members. We were able to 
carry on our work as usual in the social work centre, mental hospital and 
adult education centre, with great vigour and enthusiasm. The S. C. M. 
branch in the college and Ag King's daughters were a’ great help to us. 


John Bunyan's "Pilgrim! Ss prospeuet staged in an Indian mrrerte on 
the college grounds brought large gatherings on the 14th and 15th February 
and swelled the college endowment fund and the funds of the Red Cross with 
Rs. 1,020-4-0 to the great joy of the staff and the atadents, who is ae 
hard He fight against the Appolyon of bees Depression. — 


We were asked by many friends to stage 'Pandite Ramabai' in He 
Women's Christian College, which we did at the beginning of the second . 
term. I am glad to inform you that this year we had the first chance of 
giving an item through the Radio ane we Be ere aes series from 'Pandita 
Ramabai', ai teers | 

We -had very interesting excursions on almost Bie Thurs day in the 
last term when we visited places of educational value. Our excursions to 
Pundi, Conjeevaram and many other places’ have left us Latta: memories which 
can never be forgotten. Thursday evenings were 4 source.of great relief. 
to us when. we had illuminating lecturés from eminent and interesting people. 
They were of the category of artists, dancers, scientists, educationalists, 
social workers and musicians. ile were specially privileged this year to . 
have Drs TsZ . Koo from China with us, who’ expotmded to. us:beautifully our 
duty as Christians in the present world crisis and also Rev. D.T. Niles 
who cleared many of our doubts very ably. 


One ‘of the first activities that you attended this morning was our 
chapel service, and you must have noticed as you looked at it, that it has 
thrown off its leaf covering for a more permanent fire-proof fof. ‘We are 
glad that this change took place during the course of this year; We are 
indirectly thankful to the Madras Corporation also for bringing about this 
necessary change. This is a place we have often met to pray both in the 
mornings’.and evenings and we shall carry away a lasting memory of this 
unassuming little building. © 


We, who are preparing ourselves to find our places’ in the wider arena 
of life, look back to the past year with thankfulness and gratitude for all 
that the college has meant for us, for the wider outlook it has given us 
and for the nobler ideals and traditions it has set. Now the year has come 
almost to the close and most of us stand on the threshold of departure to 
join the noble band of teachers who have gone out of this college. 


Foreign Missions Conference of N, A. 
New York, N. Y. 
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Women's Christian Uollege, ilecres, 


India 


The Foreign Missions Conference of North America has challenged the 


American churches to "intensified effort" and "dauntless 


Women's Christian College, tiadras, presents taat chal 
to make Christian the homes of new India. 
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TALKING 2OINTS FOK TORLD DAY OF PRAYER SPEAKERS 


TALKING 


Missionary Medical College for Women, Vellore, India 


VISION AND VENTURE 


Vision and Venture led Mrs. Peabody, traveling through India in 1911, 
te discover that millions of women were suffering and dying in India sith- 
out medical aid--Hindu and Micslem customs frovning uwoon treutment by men 
doctors. The only solution was training youmg Indien women to be physicians 
and surgeons. Therefore, as a vendor of visions, Mrs. * cabody begun to go 
up and down the entire United States with tireless velocity, speaking as 
only she can speak, planting her dream deep in the hearts of American women, 
util out of their mounting enthusinzsm cnough money was reiscd in 1918 to 
start the Medical School for women in Vellore, 80 milce from Madras, South 
India. And so the venture began in the volley of Vellore--the eo oky Hilla 
circling the campus seeming close enough to touch; the, go toe ens very green, 
the bougainvillacas very red, the buildings very woite--veiled in stillness 
and peace. 


ViRoaTiILe VIGILANCE 


But any venture is more sat nse ape And 1t has been Dr. Scudder 
whose eternal vigilsnce has always managed somehow to make the Invisible 
visible--so that even 2 Vellore vestibule con become A place of mystic 
beauty; so that even the snowy vestments of « little nursc, reflected day 
Dy dey in a) pieeic lily pool, cen give hcr the quality of a vestal virgin 
as she learns how to be another Lady With Tn: Lamp; so that even the vic- 
tims of various diseases czn feel their ills vanishing in the Vellore 
treatment of body and soul. But above all, the Invisible has been made 
Visible in the skilled hands of "Dr. Tans for more. then forty ycars per- 
forming verit:ble miracles of surgery and healing in India--her Voucher the 
words of the Great Physicion Himself; "the deaf hear, the blind see, the 
dame walk, the lepers are cleansed, anc the poor have the gospel preachca 
unto ta em," 


VALEDICTORY AT VELLOAL 


In 211 her volume of valueble names Mother India has listed none to 
equal the 300 Vellore graduates. Visualize these physicioans and surgeons 
and pharmacists, in mission hospitals and village comamities, versed in 
dictctics, wise about rotation of crops and scil conditions--so that 
children may heave a better chance for life through proper feeding. Vellore 
is a great medical vantzge point for the vast populations of southern and 
eéentral India, combining a Medicul College, « Nurse's Training School, an 
X-Ray and Radium Department, a school of Pharmacy, an Out-Patient Clinic 
and Village apt aaa s—-in one year caring for 3,869 In-Paticnts; 14,266 
Out-Patients; 44,839 treatments. 


VISITING VEHICLES 
In the vicinity of Vellore four roods. go out in different directions 
on which, exch wook, travels an’ ambulence with two doctors, a nurge, a 
ompounder end a Bible women, to meet.child mothers and babies, audreds 
of deaf, blind, lamc, and a host of lepers who come from the various 
villages for the special chiulmoogre oil injections--Dr. Scudder has 
treatec from 500 to 1,000 lepers on 4 single trip.., ; 


It vas Pr. Willizm Pierson Merrill (of the Brick Presbytcrian Chureh, 
New York) vho said: "I longec to go ‘to Palestine ‘and sec the roads vhere 
our Lord walked, then I’ went to Vellore and sew Him walking there today 
healing the sick and cleansing the lipers." . | 
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Forcipn Missions Usnforénce of N. A. 
156 Pirta Avenue 
New, York, N.Y. 
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The Chrastian! Colleges ¢f China 


The Chrictinn Colisg.s of China sre vigorouslyend offcetively 
hristiz Le Ol Ci Ceo teeon ee kno COUNGrY LS ab) ror snd) aca 
WGN Sphere aves Not tan thc nines or Christion love,’ Tho students ire 
Etlone with) patricsisn enc) Lt cro xis joutiinterest in religion. One fine 
student stated it for muny. "+ greatly honor Jesus an? Christianity and 
teter Lwitiibe a Christian, but now DT jean tove only my country." “hen 
you Jive among these students you undcrstand that. 
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ten aol graduate, nov in povernment service, give this 
estimate of Yenching's Christian life cut of his ovn expcriznce: "I come 
CO enenine inom) 2 vovernunont, schocd igre! very, LLttic) of Christianity. 
I) got tyro things fren ’Yenching, os did meny others:— 
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1) A net uncerstar i of petriotisu, | Ve in governnent schools 
bitterly eritici the Christian schoclis because they did net 


alvays parice cr ‘political denonstrations,. Te seid they had 
been Americanized and were not patriots. But in Yenching re 
learned thit while parades ar: souetimes useful, it is hi¢her 
patriotism to be harc at work in a classroom or laboratecry 
preparing, to serve your country than, tobe parading. 


2) There is) nor in’ China a great Geel of interest in village anc 
rural reconstruction, social service for ithe mMesscge wiIGTe ale 
HMOs EG / Locke) The dierieulty is to get vorkers to stay by devoted— 
ly with such “ih vhen it. is Gifficult, or vhen there is  .pposition,. 
Ve have \enrmned thatiit, isthe} Christicn spirit, rphich previccs 
the willingness to) vork,.6acrificinlly for others anc keep ceter- 
minedly at it through everything.) “e lmow no thet the best hope 

the improvement of the masses in China is in the spirit of 

Service end the norer to serve which grows cut of the Christicn 
life," 


To be sure, the Colleges carry on a vigsrous progran of Christia 
teaching and Evangelism vith happy results. Measured by eanversions end 
baptisms the record would nat be sativfactory. But hen these schorls 
teach the stucents to serve the aa aries masses of China, they are turn- 
ing the minds of the future leaders of China strongly tovurds Christianity 
and a more effective way to Christicnize China could herdcly be plenned. 


——Arthur Rugh. 
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TALKING POINTS FOR VORLD DAY OF PRAYER SPEAKERS 


Wouan's Christian College of Japan 


(Last Glimpses and Messages, by A.A. Reischauer) 


It was Christmas 1940. Ali day the 600 stucents hac been celsbdreting. 
As the evening twilight deepened into darkness in the large and crowded 
‘auditorium a chorus of 200 girls marched with lighted candles uo the 
central aisle and took their places on the stage. Then for an hour they 
sang the beautiful Christmas carols, the audience joining in the more 
familiar ones. No word has come through about Christmas of 1341 but we 
know thet those lighted candles arc but symbols of that inner light kindled 
by Carist Himself in the hearts of thousands of Japanese Christians hich 
the darkness of war cannot blot out and those songs they sang will continue 
to be heard above the noise of crashing bombs. 


It was a day in March, 1941, early in the morning us the light was 
breaking on the eastern horizon, We were leaving that day for America 
because of a serious illness. Through our open bedroom yindow came the 
Sweet voices of our students singing in tremulous notes their farewell 
message, "In Christ there is no East nor cst". -Later and the last wes- 
Sage brousht us further assurance that this bond holds even nov. Let us 
at this end do our part to keep it wmbroxen. 


Foreign Missions Conference of N. A. 
156 Firth Avenue 
New York, N. Ae 
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St. Christopher's Training College, Madras, India 


NEED FOR CHRISTIAN TEACHERS 


Teachers there are many in our country, and their number is constantly 
increasing; but for Christian teachers with a vision and a purpose, 
calculating not in terms of immediate returns, but of the far-flung consecuence 
of their mission in the making of a people, there is desperate need in 
India today, . 


At St. Christopher's Training College there are nearly a hundred young 
women from many different states and presidencies, representing many 
different denominations, learning to live, to work, to study, to play, to 
plan, to pray together. 


The graduates of St. Christopher's Training College are exercising great 
influence in the molding of thought and life, in the development of motives 
and attitudes of many future wives, mothers, teachers, lawyers, doctors, 
evangelists and church workers all over India and in Burma and Ceylon. 


After two terms of living and teaching at St. Christopher's, Dr, Hazel 
E. Foster writes, "Training colleges, especially for students already holding 
degrees, are all too few in the country. And in any case the ability to meet 
spiritual needs, religious education, and distinctly Christian ministries 
are essential on the part of teachers in Christian schools and colleges. 
For these the government colleges make no provision. It is of course essential 
that teachers in Christian institutions have a good foundation in Bible 
knowledge, understanding and ability to teach it. More importantly still 
they need to go out from a college where not only is scholarship on a thoroughly 
sound basis—-as it is in both the government and the Christian training colleges 
in Madras, but also wherc everything, including the teaching of so-called 
secular subjects, has at its root Christian purpose and spirit. This I am 
convinced is the living ideal and purpose at St. Christopher's Training College. 


COLLEGE REPORT 1940-1941 
(Read by the Senior Student on College Day, March 22, 1941) 


This year five of the Secondary students took. part in the Essay 
Competition of the National Héalth Association and all of them got prizes... 
During this year 28 students were able to take a:course in the First A id 
arranged by the St. John's Ambulance, and 24 passed the examination. 
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Our college took a keen interest in the inter~collegiate matches 
held throughout the year and we entered for all except tennis. In spite 
of our earnest attempts we were able to get only the tenniquoit runners-up 
cup. We hope our. first years will do much better next year. We are very 
happy to have a students’ tennis court on our grounds. It was opened on 
the 61d Students! Day. 


Our Ranger Company in the college had 42 members. We were able to 
carry on our work as usual in the social work centre, mental hospital and 
adult education centre,* with great vigour and enthusiasm. The S. C. M. 
branch in the con Bee and the King's Gan en vets were a great help to us. 


~ John Bunyan's “Pilgrim's Progress" diced in an Indian setting on 
the college grounds brought large’ gatherings on thé 14th and 15th February 
and swelled the college endowment fund and the funds of the Red Cross with 
Rs. 1,020-4-0 to the great joy of the staff and the students, who struggled 
hard to fight against the Appolyon of War Depression. 


. We were asked by many friends to stage 'Pandita Ramabai' in the 
Women's Christian College, which we did at*the beginning of ‘the second | 
term. I am glad to inform you that this year we had the’first: chance of 
giving an item through the yey and we Gee t series from 'Pandita 
Ramabai'. | 


We had very interesting excursions on almost every Thursday in the 
last term when we visited places of educational value. Our excursions’ to 
Pundi, Conjeevaram and many other places have left us with memories which 
can never be forgotten. Thursday evenings were a source of great relief 
to us when we had illuminating lectures from eminent and interesting people. 
They were of the category of artists, dancers, scientists, educationalists, 
social workers and musicians. We were specially privileged this year to 
have Dr. T.Z . Koo from China with us, who expotmded to us beautifully our 
duty as Christians in the present world crisis and nei nate D.T. Niles 
who cleared many of our doubts very ably. 


One of the first activities that you attended this morning was our 
chapel service, and you must have noticed as you looked at it, that it has 
thrown off its leaf covering for a more permanent fire-proof roof. We are 
glad that this change took place during the course of this year... We are 
indirectly thankful to the Madras Corporation also for bringing about this 
necessary change. This is a place we have often met to pray both in the 
mornings and evenings and we shall carry away a lasting memory of this 
unassuming little building. 


We, who are preparing ourselves to find our places in the wider arena 
of life, look back to the past year with thankfulness and gratitude for all 
that the college has meant for us, for the wider outlook it has given us 
and for the nobler ideals and traditions it has set. Now the year has come 
almost to the close and most of us stand on the thréshold of departure to 
join the noble band of teachers who have gone out of this college. 
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his year five of. the Sccondary stucents took port in the Nesay 
Competition of the Nationck-fexkth-Asseetution and 211 of them got prizus. 
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arrangec by the St.John's Aambulonce,yondy24 passed the examination. 
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Women's Christian College, iacras, India 


The Foreign Missions Conference of North America has challenged the 
American churches to “intensified effort" and "dauntless advance". The 
Vomen's Christian College, iladras, presents that challenge in tne coucrete: 
to make Christian the homes of new Incia. 


Vnat more effective means can there be for making Christian homes 
than the training of Christian women in the art and science or homemeking? 
Tnais is the very thing the Government University of Madras, vita paich the 
College is affiliated, is avking, yes pressing tne YJollese to do. 

For three years the Educational Board hes been urging the instal- 
dation Of 4 course in Home Science for which Lt will confer'aB.s. degree. 
The curriculum has been prepared by the Uolieze and approved by the 
University; some equipment is ready; two membsrs of the Faculty are quali- 
fied to teach some of the required subjects. Rut funds are aceded to make 
tac start--funds for furthsr equipment and more adequate staffing. 


A hove that a rich British pear noted for his. philanthropies would 
provide enoowment was thwarted by the ouborcak of the War. Appesl to 
Educational Endowment Funds in America »rovited nothing. The ssh ar 
bility not rests squarely on the shouldcrs of Amorican vomen. Two small 
legacies for this exoress puroose nave) o¢en received within the year. If 
we Can assure the Univers ity of funds for a ten vear experiment the Govern- 
ment Will give its blessiny anc pérheps a "grant in ald" enc tho start can 
be made this year. 





Our Vomen's Christian College wiil then be the vioneer in South India 
in Home Science leading to 2 Sollege degree and providing traine: teachers 
of Home Scicnce for High Schools and other colleges. 


i so re ee ee 


Foreign Missions Conference of N. a. 
Lae Pitta Avenue 
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TALKING 2OINTS FORK VORLD Day OF FRYER SPRAKERS 


Missionary Medical Uo oli¢ e for Women, Vellore, India 


VISION AND VENTURE 


Vision and Venture led irs. Peabody, traveling through India in 1911, 
to discover that willions of women were suffering and dying in Indic .ith- 
out medical aid--Hindu and Moslem customs frowming upon treutment by men 
doctors. The only solution was training young Indian women to be physicians 
and surgeons, Therefore, as a vendor of visions, Mrs, *cubody begun to go 
up and dovn the entire United States with tireless velocity, speaking as 
only she can speak, planting her dream deep in the hearts of American women, 
uwitil out of their mounting enthusiasm cnough money was raiscd in 1918 to 
start the Medical School for women in Vellore, 80 miles from Madras, South 
India. Ana so the venture began in the valley of Vellore--the petthes hills 
‘Circling the campus sceming close enough to touch; the gardens very grcen, 
the bougainvillacas very red, the buildings very wiite--veiled in stillness 
and peace. 


VERSATILE VIGILANCE 


But any venture is more Hapnatoneal And it has been Dr, Scudder 
whose eternal vigil-nece has always meanesed somehow to make the Invisible 
visible--so that even a Ve nisin? vestibule cayi become a place of mystic 
beauty; so that even the snowy vestments of a littlc nursc, reflected day 
by day in a’placid lily pool, cen give her the quality of a vestal virgin 
as she learns how to be ancthir Lady With The Lauwp; so that even the vic- 
tims of various diseases cin feel their ills vanishing in the Vellore 
treatment of body and soul. But above all, the Invisible haus been made 
Visible in the skillcd hands of "Dr. Ide," for more tnean forty years per- 
forming veritible miracles of surgery ond healing in India--her Voucher the 
words of the Great Physician Himself: "the deaf heer, the blind see, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, anc the poor have the gospel preachca 
unto them," 
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VALEDICTORY AT VELLOAS 


In all her volume of valuable names Mother India has listed none to 
egual the 300 Vellore graduates. Visualize these physicions and surgeons 
and pharmacists, in mission hospitals and village comamities, versed in 
dietetics, wise about rotation of crops and scil conditioris--so that 
children may hove a better chance for life through proper feeding. Vellore 
is a great medical vantage point for the vast populations of southern and 
central India, combining a Medical College, a Nurse's Training School, an 
X-Ray and Radiun Depiurtment, a school of Pharmacy, an Out-Patient Clinic 
and Village Hospitais—-in one year caring for 3,869 In-Patients; 14,266 
Out-Patients; 44,839 treatments. 
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The Christian Colleges cf China 


The Christian Colleges of China sre vigorously end effectively 
CNPietainian soLte conics teultics, The country is abier end oo rir ; 
ita sphers docs not fen the tir:s of Christin love. Tho students src 
BLeme Lin Patric irenlengoLhicrowis out interest in religion, One ie 
student stated it for neny, “+ greatly hcnor Jesus and Christianity and 

i 


dater 1 wilt be a Christian, but now I can love only my) country." “hen 
you live among these students you undurstan? that. 


I heard 2 Yenching graduate, nov in govcrnment servicc, give this 
estimate of Yencthing's Christinn liffa cut of his orn oxpericnee: "I cone 
to Yenching from a gowernnent sehool anc kner very TLttle of) Ch 
I got tvo things fren Yenching, as did meny others:- 


1) A nev understanding °f PAtrLOPZisii. Ve in Seki binges schools 
bitterly criticized the Christian seh cls because ‘they cid not 
alvays parcce\ in pclitical cenonstrati-ns, Ve ae they had 
been Amcricenized ond were not patriots, Eut in Yenching ve 
learned thit while paredes ar? scxuetimcs useful, it is higher 
patriotism to be harc 9% work in a classroom or laboratcry 
prep»ring to serve your country tran-to be -paracing. 


2) There is now in China a greut deal of interest in village and 
rural reconstruction, social service for the masses, It is al- 
most. @ fad, The difficulty is to get vorkers to stay by devoted- 
dy vith such wv “k vyhen it is difficult, or when het : 1s *pposition. 
We have learned thet itis the Christion spirit which provides 
the willingness to vork sacrificially for cthers ant keep ceter- 
minedly at it through evervthing. "c lmow neo: tint the best hope 
of the inprovement of the masses in Chine is in th: spirit of 
service end the pover to serve which grovs cut of the Christian 
tite." 


To be sure, the Colleges carry on a vigorous progran of Christian 
teaching and Evangelisn vith happy results. Mcasured by conversions end 
baptisns the record would not be satisfactory. But when these schools 
teach the stucients to serve the surfering masses of China, they are turn- 
ing the minds of the future leaders of China strongly tovurds Christianity 
and a more effective vay to Christianize China could hardly be planned, 


-—Arthur Rugh. 





Foreign Missions Conference of N. A. 
156 Fifth Avenue 
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The Print of His Foot in the Earth 


(Being some of the story behind our new 1942 program, and most of the 
story about our 1941 World Day of Prayer observances.) 


In every Christian woman’s calendar there will be at least three days in 
1942 destined to glow with lovely incandescense: February 20—April 5— 
December 25: The World Day of Prayer—Easter—Christmas. For the same 
imperishable beauty lies behind them each—goodwill reaching out across all 
frontiers and all borderlines, conquering hate and death to offer its prayer 
that peace may come down into the troubled lives of all men everywhere. 
But none of these days*’can be truly meaningful if all of this glow does not 
spill over into the other 362 days; and we believe, therefore, that our new 
1942 World Day of Prayer theme will interpret for us all a mystical approach 
to the goal we seek, since the text chosen for the universal worship service 
is—‘I AM THE WAY’—The Way men have lost, The Way back to God, 
The Way of Self-surrender, The Way of Peace, of Love, of Light, of Power. 

To prepare such a fundamental message for the world, three women were 
chosen unusually rich in Christian experience and fortitude from a daily 
climbing up “the steep ascent of heaven through peril, toil and pain”—two 
emigrés, and a professor in a Biblical Seminary. By rare good fortune this 
professor is not only very talented in her field, but she has also taught briefly 
in China, and can speak German perfectly, so that she was able to understand 
the German refugee pastor’s wife when she broke forth occasionally into her 
own language to describe the strange and terrifying background she brought 
to the preparation of such a service—a background which included long 
months in a concentration camp, her husband separated from her in another 
such camp hundreds of miles away, her son in a third camp thousands of 
miles across the ocean. Although they had never dared to dream of freedom, 
both husband and wife are now safe in the United States doing significant 
work restoring the souls of other emigrés, who are in the throes of home- 
sickness and readjustment. On her face is the peace that passes understanding, 
and when she can say of herself that throughout those ghastly months of 
danger and uncertainty she always felt the Presence, we know that she 
contributed something very living indeed to a program about Him who is 
“The Way.” 

One of the further delights of the weeks spent on program work was her 
obvious pleasure in knowing and in speaking French with the young school- 
teacher from France who also collaborated; it was like some chapter from 
the records of the early church both to see how these Christians loved one 
another, and also to hear them exchanging news about various Europeans in 
or out of prison for their Christian and democratic beliefs—‘Safe? Oh, thank 
God for that!” “In jail? Alas, poor soul, poor soul!” It was gloriously clear 
that the same Lord who said: “Je suis le Chemin” (I Am the Way) to the 
French woman had also said: “Ich bin Der Weg” to the German woman. 
And when,the latter told me that she had only two hours’ warning before 
leaving for the concentration camp, it was natural to ask what on earth she 
could pack in such a brief time, when her imprisonment seemed likely to last 
the remainder of her life. 

With a sweeping gesture she flung open her arms and said quickly: “Why, 
all my dresses! All my kitchen aprons! Lots and lots of aspirin!” For a 
moment this sounded almost frivolous. But swiftly she explained: in any 
concentration camp of 15,000 women, think how many had been dragged from 
bed months before with only the nightgowns they were wearing, even for 
long cold railroad journeys, even in this camp with no beds, no chairs, no 
tables. Think of the joy of giving everyone a dress until dresses gave out; 


and an apron, until aprons gave out; and aspirin to still the grinding head- 
aches and to ease the broken hearts. ... If ever The Way of Self-Surrender, 
of Light, of Peace, of Power seemed vivid it was as she told of the day when 
she had nothing whatever left to give; and then discovered the tender unbe- 
lievable new Way of Love—words of compassion whispered day and night, 
over and over, until anguished souls began to sense that “warm, sweet, tender, 
even yet a present help is He,’ arms clasped around forlorn and hopeless 
mothers snatched suddenly and forever from little helpless children. 

These garments and this utter devotion—had they not been laid down, as in 
the days of old, to give our Lord a triumphal entry into new lives as people 
began asking: ‘“‘Who is this that comes in the name of the Lord?” 

Such a story from real life reminds us of Mr. Standfast, in ‘“Pilgrim’s 
Progress”, who said with such tenderness—“I have loved to hear my Lord 
spoken of, and wherever I have seen the print of His shoe in the earth, there 
have I coveted to set my foot also!” 

This clarity of perception is not isolated; therefore it will do us good to 
seek that footprint in nation after nation on this tragic planet, so that we 
may not approach our new 1942 theme feeling it to be idealistically “up in 
the air’ when it is within our power to prove how realistically “down to 
earth” it has been all this past year. For tracing such a pilgrimage no richer 
records exist than those from which are culled the following stories of the 
1941 observances of the World Day of Prayer— 

We ask you, therefore, to translate last year’s theme ‘““Thy Kingdom Come” 
into this year’s theme, so identical is the message; 

England, for instance, was walking through her Valley of the Shadow of 
Death last February 28th: families mourning, homes and churches bombed 
into rubbish heaps, the terrors of black-outs, air-raids and death-from-the-sky 
stalking at everyone’s footsteps. Yet see what happened to those who followed 
in His train: ‘Many new meeting centers begun; some through the movement 
of the population owing to the War, at least 60 on my own books. The 
Salvation Army alone arranged 362 new meetings in England and Wales. 
I find women everywhere deeply moved to be a part of this world-wide 
fellowship—a marvelous thing when other kinds of fellowship by pen, word, 
or person have become so difficult with many countries’—difficult in the 
British Isles also. England had always wanted a headquarters for its 
World Day of Prayer committee. After considerable effort one was secured 
in London last year, only to have it completely bombed and destroyed, and 
their printing company in another part of the city was also ruins. “I was in 
Scotland last February and found people there tremendously keen. In Glasgow 
alone they were planning for 26 gatherings.” (Can you not hear Matthew 
11:10 speaking to you in “Braid Scots”: “For this is He, 0’ wham it is written: 
‘Tent ye! I send oot my messenger afore Thy face, wha sal mak gangable Thy 
fit-path afore Thee’”?) 

Take also the stirring experiences in Greece: “War and war conditions 
prevail throughout the nation; sirens may sound an alert at any time and 
at this time people are expected to go to their shelters; but to an unusual 
degree there existed a need and a desire for »rayer on the part of women in 
all the churches; no unsurmountable difficulty presented itself. . . . Two 
services for Athens—one at the First Evangelical Greek Church, the other 
at the Armenian Evangelical Church in Kokkinia, both safer than other 
churches might be—certain parts of the (New York) program were in 
English, others in Armenian, others in Greek. The Lord’s Prayer and the 
Prayer for War Victims were offered simult .neously in all languages . . . 200 
at each service ... in both meetings a spirit of prayer and quiet expectation; 
nothing marred the solemn continuity. ... Offering 200 drachmes larger than. 
the year before, used for Christian literature for soldiers . . . a remarkable 
demand in the whole Greek army for such reading.” 

From China comes a similar story of eager and brave pilgrimage to the 


place of meeting: “Never before has the World Day of Prayer been observed 
in so many centers here—We will never know all—I made condensed copies 
of the English service and sent them by air to many of the stations in the 
West, but of course I could not begin to cover China, or even the West and 
South, , . .” But those of you who remember that wonderful first Day of 
Prayer service in Chungking, in 1940, will know that such rare impetus was 
not lost in 1941; and the same international group in Shanghai still knelt 
shoulder to shoulder—18 nationalities, with Chinese beside Japanese, German 
beside English, Jew beside German: all made one by the spirit of God. 
Indeed all over her scorched earth last February, China could discern the 
footprints of our Lord wherever hospitals and refugee centers were located— 
and if any stranger asked why there was this sudden new safety, the answer 
could have been heard in Chinese: “I Am the Way!” (“Woa jiew sher 
Dow Loo.’) 

Africa is used to long, long trails awinding—and so there is a mystical qual- 
ity in the African chieftain’s statement to his tribe: “A Man goes before you 
on the forest path—it is the Lord Jesus!” It was certainly in the deep desire 
to feel His presence that a little group of forty Chikore women braved a 
terrible rainstorm, described by one of them:—‘We women came wrapping 
ourselves in big shawls to keep out the rain and to keep warm. ... We are 
very fond of bringing our babies to church, but that day the roads were very 
slippery and some of us had to walk up to 10 miles in the slush and mud. 
Now you can see that it was very hard indeed for all the women to come. 
That is why some of them failed... . The school children also came in. You 
know that sometimes children make noise in the meetings when they are tired 
of sitting a long time. On this day to our surprise not even one child made 
any noise and no child left the room till the meeting was over. Nobody 
compelled them to stay in but they really wanted to hear what was going 
on....” Surely it was partly because geography had become suddenly alive as 
the leader explained that 51 other countries in the world were using the very” 
same sentences—a disturbing delightful thought! Somehow it warms us to 
know that all over Africa the Zulu was hearing, “I Am The Way” in his 
mother tongue (“Mina ngi Indhela’’) and the Bulu in his language also 
(“Ma me Ne Zen.”) 

In Johannesburg, too, the 1941 report mentions a storm: “a strong wind 
blew and heavy pelting rain just as we entered the church; then hail for 
over half an hour overhead on the zinc roof was terrific! We could not have 
the regular service for a while, and so we all sang till the hail stopped and 
the fierce wind died away. ... There were half a dozen denominations, and 
all took part. There were the red-blouse Methodists, the black-blouse-with- 
white-collar-and-cape Presbyterians, the white-tunic Congregationalists, and 
the black-silk-headkerchief of the French and Swiss mission women. . . . 
The whole meeting impressive and inspiring; the singing in 3 dialects, Zulu, 
Sesuto and Shangaan.” In Cape Town there were 14 meetings for the Negro 
women, and 7 for the European women: “the prayer published on the front 
page of the American program, making vivid as it so wonderfully did, the 
responsibility of each individual in the bringing in of the Kingdom, was 
found most helpful, and there were many requests for the Call to Prayer.” 

Egypt reported that 10 mission centers observed the day, with a total 
attendance of 5,102; India, Siam, and Burma each had services rich in 
meaning about which our hearts grow heavy at this time, as we wonder 
through what Valley of the Shadow they may soon be walking; Japan also, 
where “I Am The Way” (“Ware wo Michi Narv’) is bound to become a 
Via Dolorosa indeed for all Christians. And what dare we think of Hawaii, 
where last year 22 services were held in such quietness throughout the 
peaceful islands—a little group of 45 lepers meeting in their Leper Chapel 
at Molokai? But deep in all hearts the World Day of Prayer will always be 
observed—just as it was throughout so many countries of Europe last year 


where freedom to assemble was denied, but where the full glory of the verse 
came true again and again: “J, being in the Way, the Lord blessed me.” 

Australia, New Zealand, and Tasmania sent glowing reports for 1941; 
Brisbane (Australia): “We had record meetings in Queensland, in spite of 
floods . . . our women enjoyed the fellowship in prayer with various denom- 
inations and decided to meet oftener . . . some arranging for monthly united 
meetings for prayer.” Wellington (New Zealand) wrote: “In spite of war 
clouds and the tragedy that beset us it proved to be a never-to-be-forgotten 
day ... all churches represented, and Roman Catholic women called to unite 
in prayer by their Archbishop. “At the service in Nelson (New Zealand) one 
of those who took part had a son recently taken prisoner-of-war on a battle- 
ship captured by the Germans near their shores. No wonder they reported a 
new “solemnity and a deeper spirit of prayer” as they met their Lord face 
to face. Throughout the earth it is like a repetition of the old legend of 
St. Peter meeting Jesus on the Appian Way (when Peter himself was inclined 
to run away from certain death) and saying: “Quo vadis, Domine?” To which 
the Master made answer: “I am going to Rome to be crucified again, in 
your place.” 

Only in the safety of our own hemisphere was the Day of Prayer observed 
with little experience of tragedy. Mexico reported, however: “Mexican 
Christians love to pray. Having been bound, before conversion, to the telling 
off of time-worn and dutifully memorized bead-prayers, they delight in 
giving expression to their heart-yearning toward God, and for their fellow- 
men. One by one arose to his or her feet in earnest intercession. It was not 
difficult for our aged pastor to present his petition for Pastor Niemoller, 
praising God for his faithfulness even unto death; nor for Senorita G., who 
had taught so faithfully in our former Girl’s School, to pray for the students 
in Free China; nor again, for the weary undernourished little seamstress, D., 
so touched by the account of one Russian Christian refugee who had recently 
starved to death in Finland, to plead for other Christian refugees.” Their 
Day of Prayer was really another instance of: “Did not our hearts burn 
within us as He talked with us in the way?” “I Am the Way” (“Yo 
soy el camino”) became more than a Spanish Christ as His universal features 
became apparent to all. From Buenos Aires came this same kind of report: 
“We felt that God’s spirit was in our midst”; and similar accounts from 
Brazil show that in Portuguese too (“Eu sou o capminho”) the close family 
resemblance of language means that our Elder Brother has left His footprint 
along the highways of the world. 

From coast to coast in the United States His Way led us down more roads 
of service than ever before, and especially in a new approach to 450 country 
churches (through the kind cooperation of “The Rural Christian Fellowship’) 
where many World Day of Prayer observances were held for the first time; 
several dozen Agricultural College broadcasting stations gave time to local 
women to tell our story, using the special rural script found in our “Hand- 
book for Leaders”. Another script for use in town or city broadcasts was sent 
out to 750 groups of church women who were already giving regular local 
religious radio talks (under the auspices of the Religious Radio Department 
of the Federal Council of Churches.) In Boston 13 foreign students from 
Radcliffe College prepared a feature program in which each girl gave a 
sentence from the Lord’s Prayer in her own language, over the short wave 
station WRUL; which station later in the day, also rebroadcast twice to the 
whole world our National Radio program as presented over WABC. (This 
is given in the new “Handbook” this year for your local use.) These are all 
wholesome signs of growth and awakening interest. 

A further sign of interest was the fact that although almost the entire 
eastern seaboard was caught in a violent snow blizzard on February 28th, 
the numerical size of both audiences and offerings took a favorable upward 
turn. Just as torrents of rain and noisy hail in Africa, and floods in Australia 


failed to dampen the devotion, so our American snow now gives us a new 
delight in what Cyrus said, in 529 B.C., about the Persian runners: ‘Neither 
snow nor rain nor hail nor gloom of night shall keep these messengers from 
the swift completion of their appointed rounds!” 

One of the most outstanding observances was held in Omaha, Nebraska, 
where 2,500 women came together, representing 21 denominations and 104 
churches—to the great surprise and inspiration of a new Bishop there; 750 
women stayed for luncheon. Glendale, California, reported an unusual suc- 
cess; in Murphysboro, Illinois, the young people of seven denominations held 
their first Day of Prayer service, with such enthusiasm that now they want 
quarterly meetings and a part in the May Luncheon. The National Christian 
Mission was in Portland, Oregon, last February 28th and church after church 
filled up one after the other until there had to be three overflow meetings. 
Peoria, Illinois, had 13 services, of which two were for children, two were 
' over the radio, five were in Old People’s Homes, and one was a community- 
wide youth service—all of which meant a splendid impact on the community. 
Elsinore, California, had the first interdenominational meeting with every 
church represented except the Catholic and the Latter Day Saints—a result 
so happy and so contagious that a permanent committee has been formed to 
plan interdenominational church women’s activities. 

In New York City a beautiful and largely attended service for emigrés, 
refugees and the foreign-born was held; and throughout the country report 
after report mentions the beautiful blessing which came to this or that meeting 
when a group of foreigners or of Negroes took part. Of course it did! When 
shall we ever learn that footprints are neither black nor white, neither red 
nor yellow, neither bond nor free, neither Jew nor Greek? In a year when 
we have been studying ‘The Christian Roots of Democracy,” we have a 
significant opportunity to join that great company who are equally followers 
of the great File Leader of our faith. Last February 28th in San Jose, 
California, Marion Anderson was giving one of her famous concerts in the 
crowded Civic Auditorium; toward the end of her many encores even the 
newspaper reporter was touched by her dedicating one of her loveliest Negro 
spirituals “to the World Day of Prayer.” He did not mention which one she 
sang; but in line with this story how appropriate if she chose “All God’s 
Chillen Got Shoes.” All of them! 

And especially in Alaska, where the very last of: all our observances is 
always held amid ice and snow on St. Lawrence Island, 30 miles from the 
Arctic Circle and 30 miles from the International Date Line—for if ever 
footprints can be traced toward a meeting house, think of each Eskimo 
woman leaving her cold blue marks in the pure white snow as she goes to 
bear up our whole world in her two clasped hands of prayer. Conscious of 
the deep wonder that even on an isolated little island, lost among icebergs and 
midnight darkness there is a Voice forever calling in Eskimo: “Whinga 
tumiaraugua”—‘I AM THE WAY.” 


(Prepared br Margaret T. Applegarth, Chairman 
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ather of all mankind, throughout this 
day, and every day, help me to re- 
member that a very real portion of Thy 
Kingdom has been placed in my keep- 
ing. Therefore teach me to love Thee: 
with all nw mind — that I may think Thy 
thoughts after Thee, from dawn to dark, making 
beautiful and significant each decision of my 
daily living; help me to remove all prejudice 
and small-mindedness, O Lord: 
with all mp heart —that I may love those whom 
Thou lovest, feeling for even the most unlovable 
and difficult of Thy children Thine Own ever- 


lastin mercy: 


ee SLL BD Ah AUS eT MNS 
with all nip soul — that I may seek fresh ways 
in which we can all be one in Jesus Christ our 
Lord, praying for Thy divine power to surge 
through my commonplace routine from morning 
till night: 

with all mp strength that I may work the 
works of Him who sent me while it is day, 


seekin to channel throu h every act Th de- 
votion to the needs of both my neighbor and 
m self. Remind me from moment to moment 
that this is not o tional, but the last command 


of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Quicken me and 


use me this day, for Thy name’s sake, Amen, 
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Promotional Suggestions 


Iy this year of all years when only a new awareness of our Lord as THE 
WAY can possibly save the world (through a simultaneous reaching up to 
Him in spirit and in truth, and a simultaneous reaching out to “all people that 
on earth do dwell”) your National Committee on the World Day of Prayer 
would like to urge each local committee to have this year’s Worship Service 
Program on the theme “I AM THE WAY” presented by the local women 
themselves, discouraging the bringing in of outside speakers, for this is not a 
day either for entertainment or for information, but for prayer—for seeking 
the mind of Christ about our tragic planet, for discovering His plan for each 
of us, for a new dedication of each person present to His wider purpose. We 
all need to train ourselves in opening our wills to His will, and the moments 
allotted to silent and to spontaneous spoken prayer can be the times of highest 
value in a meeting; any group feeling restless under such silence is in all the 
deeper need of learning that the real beauty and usefulness of prayer lies in 
listening . .. in “waiting for the Lord more than they who wait for the 
morning.” 


1. Appointing a Local Committee—The former committee should suggest new 
appointees; it will pay to dwell first on the type of women to be chosen— 
specifically those with definite powers of attraction in their own churches so 
that their congregations may gladly follow their invitation to the chosen 
meeting-place. Audiences are to be won and not scolded into attending! 
Imagination in caring for details is an equally valuable asset in committee 
members. If one-third of the old committee remains on the new committee, 
there is enough continuity to conserve the best in the past. A system of rota- 
tion will keep the committee in a wholesome state of change; probably three 
years is enough for the chairman to serve. By that time she should be wise 
enough to reach out into untouched rural and county fields, rather than to 
“retire” into inactivity. (See suggestions for ‘Rural Communities” in this 


booklet. ) 


2. Duties of Committee—The first duty is to consider the kind of meetings 
your community needs: (1) a union gathering, only, in a central lecation? or 
(2) several group meetings in different sections of town where churches of 
various denominations can conveniently meet together? (3) a children’s meet- 
ing following school on the afternoon of the first Friday in Lent? (Several 
children’s programs are outlined in this Handbook.) (4) a special busi- 
ness women’s service on the World Day of Prayer, in the evening? (See spe- 
cial Business Women’s page.) (5) a young people’s meeting in the evening? 
(6) also, if there is a college, a theological seminary, a nurses’ training 
school, a normal training school, in your town, what are the possibilities in 
each for a special observance there, or for using their talent for your own 
service? (7) In every town there is some sort of industry employing women, 
who in turn handle fabrics from the ends of the earth. Therefore, can you 
not, for the first time, widen their vision to embrace the spiritual world of 
which they are such a valuable part as well as the everyday material world 
of goods, tools, mechanical devices which have involved us all in our present 
chaos? (See special Industrial Women’s pages.) 


Publicity from pulpit, bulletin board, and newspapers is considered under 
a special heading further on in this booklet, also local radio broadcasts—a 
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valuable way to challenge attention to the meaning of the Day, to interest 
the shut-ins, and arouse the indifferent. 

Choosing leaders to conduct the various sections of the printed Program at 
the union meeting is a high responsibility; a clear sympathetic voice, a warm, 
radiant personality are two elements to seek. 


3. The Committee Considers the Program—Many letters tell us what valu- 
able experiences come to the committee which prepares for its practical duties 
by first preparing its own spirit, which means reading through the new Pro- 
gram in a quiet hour of retreat and personal dedication, unhurriedly, and as 
if waiting for the power of God to flow down into each committee member. 
From this warm quickening you can see more easily how to present the Pro- 
gram effectively to the far larger audience; for example, to what leaders 
should be assigned various sections of the program, the offering period, etc. 
After such choices have been made, at the next committee session those selected 
might lead you in the service a second time, until the inmost meaning enters 
every consciousness, and each of you prays that the same enveloping beauty 
may descend on the large audience. The Call to Prayer could be used at 
a third committee meeting; e.g. Hartford, Connecticut, reports that their com- 
mittee of ten met at intervals during January and February mostly for prayer 
and meditation. The chairman writes: “This preparation was the most impor- 
tant part. The leader was very appreciative of that, and we all felt it helped 
in lifting the service to a high level.” 


4. City-Wide Observance—Plan to arrange for all churches, Protestant and 
Catholic, and all synagogues, to be open for prayer all day; the other faiths 
may even care to prepare a program along the lines of our Protestant pro- 
gram. The significant fact, however, would be your joint belief in prayer 
as the way of discovering the will of God for the lives of all those in 
your town. The Call to Prayer.is in line with this desire. 


5. Those Unable to Attend—In every congregation there are shut-ins, those 
in Hospitals, Old Ladies’ Homes, etc. who would feel honored to be asked 
to join you in observing the Day, just where they are, so that even at a 
distance they may bear your meeting in their thoughts. By mail and by visits 
enlist their support, giving a Call to Prayer, and if possible a Program also, 
in order that they may follow the service with you at the appointed hour. 
This is a source of power overlooked far too often, yet a wealth of devotion 
and interest lies ready for use in these people—eager, intelligent, disturbed 
over the state of feeling “shelved.” 


6. Miscellaneous Details Worth Trying— 


a. A special evening observance for Business and Professional men and 
women; a joint service conducted by women can do a beautiful thing in dis- 
covering new leaders. (See Special Business Women’s page.) 


b. A joint service with various nationalities—Negroes, foreign-born, ref- 
ugees—giving each a prominent part in the program. In other words, let 
democracy work in your Christianity! j 


c. A large globe of the world on the pulpit desk, or just below it, is always 
effective. Almost any large store selling such globes will loan one for such a 
public use, Last year in one service a number of persons spoke gratefully to 
a leader who seemed to be laying her hands on the globe during the service 
as if in blessing while she read; as a matter of fact she was resting the 
folded program on the side of the globe nearest to her, but the unplanned 
symbolism of her attitude impressed the audience. Certain new globes can be 
lighted electrically; do not begin the service with them lighted, but wait 
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until some strategic moment in the program—probably after the offering ritual, 
since all such contributions will indeed cause a new light to break forth. 


d. In one city, all leaders taking part in the union service wore choir robes, 
in order to efface themselves and their street clothes, thus adding an immediate 
sense of dignity and worship to their share in the service. 


e. Wherever there is a music school, or high school girls in a school choir, 
there is talent for leading the singing of the hymns in the program. Often a 
hymn may be played through softly on the organ as a prayer, verse after 
verse; the audience sometimes catches deeper meanings in the words which 
would otherwise be sung heedlessly. At the end of this booklet are given 
several versions of ‘““The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Is Ended’’—in French, in 
an African dialect, in Fijian, in Spanish, in German, in Norwegian. When 
this usual closing hymn in all our programs is reached, one verse in English 
by the audience, then these other versions as solos by one or more singers 
would be effective, and make the remaining verses in English of more mean- 
ing to the audience. Are there persons of these nationalities in your town to 
sing the verses? 


f. In several towns special attention has been given to the offering—one 
place asked the Girl Scouts to take up the collection; in another, all the 
ushers were young women wearing a yard-and-a-half of Madonna blue cheese- 
cloth as a head-dress, put on as the Red Cross nurses wear theirs. This 
proved beautiful to the eye, and when they knelt before the pulpit to present 
the contribution plates a spirit of reverence was created, 


g. The use of candles is also symbolic. Eight of them standing unlighted 
around your globe of the world during all the early part of the service, 
can be named and lighted one at a time to represent the eight Christian 
Colleges in the Orient for women, during the presentation of “avenues of 
service.” (A fourth of our total World Day of Prayer offerings goes to these 
colleges.) The “Offering Ritual” gives further details on a later page. 


h. Some cities prefer an all-day observance of the Day of Prayer, feeling 
that the extra sense of leisure greatly enriches the meaning of the world 
fellowship and true worship. They divide the program so that the morning 
session ends at the offering period. The noon hour is then spent in a special 
offering ritual, such as we are suggesting in this booklet. One town follows 
this by a completely silent noon meal—a very reverent stillness pervading the 
room. (The quiet playing of devotional hymns may help to conserve this 
genuine mood of personal meditation.) Several women spoke in great wonder 
about the very lovely sense of peace which came over them, almost a convent 
mood of detachment from a workaday world for this dedicated interval. 

Another town spent its noon in church, in silent intercession, The afternoon 
period continued with the remainder of the program. 


9. Evaluating Your Observance Immediately Afterward—As soon as pos- 
sible after the first Friday in Lent call your committee together for exchang- 
ing views on the observance, to list the, high spots, the needs, the sad omis- 
sions. (For example, in Alexandria, Virginia, where a splendid committee is 
always intensely alive to every angle of their task, they hold an “Echo Meet- 
ing’ to gather up significant details, and this is one reason for their having 
maintained such a high place in public opinion—as evidenced by their annual 
committee picture in ‘The Washington Post,” their annual radio period over 
the Washington radio station WJSV on the World Day of Prayer, etc.) A 
report blank is sent to all chairmen with their sample Program and “Call to 
Prayer,’ hoping to encourage each chairman to record her meeting in a 
flexible, human way; please mail these to the Chairman, World Day of 
Prayer, care of either the Home Missions Council, 297 Fourth Avenue, or 
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the Foreign Missions Conference, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. Do send 
in as vivid a story of your observance as possible! In “The Print of his Foot 
in the Earth” account of the 1941 observances you will see what warm and 
vital inspiration some of these stories contain for the rest of us; therefore do 
report your own high moments. An envelope accompanies the record blank, 
for the leader’s convenience in mailing the offering by check or money order. 
Promptness and a high degree of cooperation can create an immediate national 
effectiveness, 


Publicity Suggestions 


For publicity in the churches of your town, the National Committee for the 
World Day of Prayer can provide you with two immediate helps—the Call 
to Prayer which may be ordered free, and the new Poster. 


1. The Call—The Call to Prayer is an individual invitation to attend a 
definite World Day of Prayer observance, space being left on the Call for 
writing in the place and hour of the meeting. If every local committee could 
engage the interest of someone in each church to mail or to hand these out 
to the women of that church their influence would be doubled. An inactive 
pile of them on a church table is less influential! One side of this invitation 
gives a personal prayer for daily use throughout the year. 


2. The Poster—The new poster (5 cents) with its striking orange and black 
panels is large enough to arrest attention, but can only be truly effective if 
every church in town has one placed in the most conspicuous spot iz the most 
used entrance, to announce the union service to which the women of that 
church are invited. It should be displayed at least two weeks in advance of 
the first Friday in Lent. 


The poster should also be displayed in as many store windows as possible; 
in the local Y.W.C.A.; in your Church Federation office; in any county or 
state denominational headquarters located in your town. This placing of 
posters could well be a duty assigned to a special sub-committee of younger 
women, especially those with business or social influence. Before taking the 
poster for display in public places, be sure to mount it on cardboard so that 
it will stand upright in store windows, etc. 


3. Pulpit Announcements—Every minister in town should announce the 
meeting from his pulpit the previous Sunday, and a notice should be included 
in every church calendar. 


4. Newspaper Publicity—It would be wise to include on your committee a 
newspaper woman from one of your leading papers, provided she is someone 
who could interpret sympathetically such material as you can furnish her 
from this Handbook. Mention has already been made of the warm interest 
shown by the “Washington Post” in the doings of the local committee 
in Alexandria, Virginia. The Philadelphia and New York papers have devoted 


long columns to list the places and speakers of the services on the World Day 
of Prayer. 


In Bradford, Pennsylvania, the “Bradford Star and Daily Record” gave 
superb evidence of their belief in the day, by devoting one entire page to a 
huge enlargement of our Call to Prayer—it was arresting and spectacular; 
in parenthesis was announced “This is Not a Paid Advertisement.” 


6 


5. Story of The Day— 


a. How is the World Day of Prayer observed? See both town and rural 
Radio Programs in this Handbook; also “The Print of His Foot in the 
Earth”; and the four marvelous avenues of service which the Day of Prayer 
offerings make possible. For details of these projects see pages 13-16 of the 
worship service program itself. 


b. What is the Brief History behind the World Day of Prayer? 


As far back as 1887, Presbyterian women in the U.S.A. came together at 
the suggestion of Mrs. Darwin R. James, President of the Women’s Board 
of Home Missions of the Presbyterian Church, to pray for Home Missions. 
Interest in this Day of Prayer increased and through the efforts of Mrs. Henry 
W. Peabody and Mrs. Helen Barrett Montgomery, the Foreign Mission forces 
chose a day for united prayer in the early nineties, and in 1920, both in 
Canada and the United States, church women of all denominations united in 
prayer, the First Friday in Lent being selected as the “Day of Prayer for 
Missions’”—Home and Foreign. 

In numberless places around the world, from missionaries returning from 
the homeland, the thought of a day of prayer spread until at the request of 
many far-away friends, a World Day of Prayer was first observed in 1927. 
In 1936 Christians of more than fifty countries kept the day together. In 
America one million Calls are printed and three quarter of a million 
Programs. 


c. In unexpected public ways last year attention was called to the World 
Day of Prayer—for example, Senator Davis of Pennsylvania on the floor of 
the Senate mentioned what day it was, and read a detailed item which was 
then printed in The Congressional Record; Bruce Barton, Representative from 
New York, did the same in Congress. Marion Anderson, in a concert at San 
José, California, dedicated an encore to the World Day of Prayer, and a 
local newspaper man made special mention of why she did it. 


The Print of His Foot in the Earth 


(Being some of the story behind our new 1942 program, and most of the 
story about our 1941 World Day of Prayer observances.) 


In every Christian woman’s calendar there will be at least three days in 
1942 destined to glow with lovely incandescense: February 20—April 5— 
December 25: The World Day of Prayer—Easter—Christmas. For the same 
imperishable beauty lies behind them each—goodwill reaching out across all 
frontiers and all borderlines, conquering hate and death to offer its prayer 
that peace may come down into the troubled lives of all men everywhere. 
But none of these days can be truly meaningful if all of this glow does not 
spill over into the other 362 days; and we believe, therefore, that our new 
1942 World Day of Prayer theme will interpret for us all a mystical approach 
to the goal we seek, since the text chosen for the universal worship service 
is—“I AM THE WAY”—The Way men have lost, The Way back to God, 
The Way of Self-surrender, The Way of Peace, of Love, of Light, of Power. 


To prepare such a fundamental message for the world, three women were 
chosen unusually rich in Christian experience and fortitude from a daily 
climbing up “the steep ascent of heaven through peril, toil and pain’—two 
emigrés, and ‘a professor in a Biblical Seminary. By rare good fortune this 
professor is not only very talented in her field, but she has also taught briefly 
in China, and can speak German perfectly, so that she was able to understand 
the German refugee pastor’s wife when she broke forth occasionally into her 
own language to describe the strange and terrifying background she brought 
to the preparation of such a service—a background which included long 
months in a concentration camp, her husband separated from her in another 
such camp hundreds of miles away, her son in a third camp thousands of 
miles across the ocean, Although they had never dared to dream of freedom, 
both husband and wife are now safe in the United States doing significant 
work restoring the souls of other emigrés, who are in the throes of home- 
sickness and readjustment. On her face is the peace that passes understanding, 
and when she can say of herself that throughout those ghastly months of 
danger and uncertainty she always felt the Presence, we know that she 
contributed something very living indeed to a program about Him who is 
“The Way.” 

One of the further delights of the weeks.spent on program work was her 
obvious pleasure in knowing and in speaking French with the young school- 
teacher from France who also collaborated; it was like some chapter from 
the records of the early church both to see how these Christians loved one 
another, and also to hear them exchanging news about various Europeans in 
or out of prison for their Christian and democratic beliefs—‘“Safe? Oh, thank 
God for that!” “In jail? Alas, poor soul, poor soul!” It was gloriously clear 
that the same Lord who said: “Je suis le Chemin” (I Am the Way) to the 
French woman had also said: “Ich bin Der Weg” to the German woman. 
And when the latter told me that she had only two hours’ warning before 
leaving for the concentration camp, it was natural to ask what on earth she 
could pack in such a brief time, when her imprisonment seemed likely to last 
the remainder of her life. 


With a sweeping gesture she flung open her arms and said quickly: “Why, 
all my dresses! All my kitchen aprons! Lots and lots of aspirin!” For a 
moment this sounded almost frivolous. But swiftly she explained: in any 
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concentration camp of 15,000 women, think how many had been dragged from 
bed months before with only the nightgowns they were wearing, even for 
long cold railroad journeys, even in this camp with no beds, no chairs, no 
tables. Think of the joy of giving everyone a dress until dresses gave out; 
and an apron, until aprons gave out; and aspirin to still the grinding head- 
aches and to ease the broken hearts. ... If ever The Way of Self-Surrender, 
of Light, of Peace, of Power seemed vivid it was as she told of the day when 
she had nothing whatever left to give; and then discovered the tender unbe- 
lievable new Way of Love—words of compassion whispered day and night, 
over and over, until anguished souls began to sense that ‘warm, sweet, tender, 
even yet a present help is He,’ arms clasped around forlorn and hopeless 
mothers snatched suddenly and forever from little helpless children. 

These garments and this utter devotion—had they not been laid down, as in 
the days of old, to give our Lord a triumphal entry into new lives as people 
began asking: ‘“‘Who is this that comes in the name of the Lord?” 

Such a story from real life reminds us of Mr. Standfast, in “Pilgrim’s 
Progress”, who said with such tenderness—“‘J have loved to hear my Lord 
spoken of, and wherever I have seen the print of His shoe in the earth, there 
have I coveted to set my foot also!” 

This clarity of perception is not isolated; therefore it will do us good to 
seek that footprint in nation after nation on this tragic planet, so that we 
may not approach our new 1942 theme feeling it to be idealistically “up in 
the air’ when it is within our power to prove how realistically “down to 
earth” it has been all this past year, For tracing such a pilgrimage no richer 
records exist than those from which are culled the following stories of the 
1941 observances of the World Day of Prayer— 

We ask you, therefore, to translate last year’s theme “Thy Kingdom Come” 
into this year’s theme, so identical is the message; | 

England, for instance, was walking through her Valley of the Shadow of 
Death last February 28th: families mourning, homes and churches bombed 
into rubbish heaps, the terrors of black-outs, air-raids and death-from-the-sky 
stalking at everyone’s footsteps. Yet see what happened to those who followed 
in His train: ‘‘Many new meeting centers begun; some through the movement 
of the population owing to the War, at least 60 on my own books. The 
Salvation Army alone arranged 362 new meetings in England and Wales. 
I find women everywhere deeply moved to be a part of this world-wide 
fellowship—a marvelous thing when other kinds of fellowship by pen, word, 
or person have become so difhcult with many countries’—difficult in the 
British Isles also. England had always wanted a headquarters for its 
World Day of Prayer committee. After considerable effort one was secured 
in London last year, only to have it completely bombed and destroyed, and 
their printing company in another part of the city was also ruins. “I was in 
Scotland last February, and found people there tremendously keen. In Glasgow 
alone they were planning for 26 gatherings.” (Can you not hear Matthew 
11:10 speaking to you in “Braid Scots”: “For this 1s Hc, 0’ wham it 1s written: 
‘Tent ye! I send oot my messenger afore Thy face, wha sal mak gangable Thy 
fit-path afore Thee’’”’?) 

Take also the stirring experiences in Greece: “War and war conditions 
prevail throughout the nation; sirens may sound an alert at any time and 
at this time people are expected to go to their shelters; but to an unusual 
degree there existed a need and a desire for prayer on the part of women in 
all the churches; no unsurmountable difficulty presented itself. . . . Two 
services for Athens—one at the First Evangelical Greek Church, the other 
at the Armenian Evangelical Church in Kokkinia, both safer than other 
churches might be—certain parts of the (New York) program were in 
English, others in Armenian, others in Greek. The Lord’s Prayer and the 
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Prayer for War Victims were offered simultaneously in all languages . . . 200 
at each service ... in both meetings a spirit of prayer and quiet expectation; 
nothing marred the solemn continuity. ... Offering 200 drachmes larger than 
the year before, used for Christian literature for soldiers . . . a remarkable 
demand in the whole Greek army for such reading.” 

From China comes a similar story of eager and brave pilgrimage to the 
place of meeting: ‘Never before has the World Day of Prayer been observed 
in so many centers here—We will never know all—I made condensed copies 
of the English service and sent them by air to many of the stations in the 
West, but of course I could not begin to cover China, or even the West and 
South. . . .” But those of you who remember that wonderful first Day of 
Prayer service in Chungking, in 1940, will know that such rare impetus was 
not lost in 1941; and the same international group in Shanghai still knelt 
shoulder to shoulder—18 nationalities, with Chinese beside Japanese, German 
beside English, Jew beside German: all made one by the spirit of God. 
Indeed all over her scorched earth last February, China could discern the 
footprints of our Lord wherever hospitals and refugee centers were located— 
and if any stranger asked why there was this sudden new safety, the answer 
could have been heard in Chinese: “I Am the Way!” (“Woa jiew sher 
Dow Loo.’”’) 

Africa is used to long, long trails awinding—and so there is a mystical qual- 
ity in the African chieftain’s statement to his tribe: “A Man goes before you 
on the forest path—it is the Lord Jesus!” It was certainly in the deep desire 
to feel His presence that a little group of forty Chikore women braved a 
terrible rainstorm, described by one of them:—‘We women came wrapping 
ourselves in big shawls to keep out the rain and to keep warm. ... We are 
very fond of bringing our babies to church, but that day the roads were very 
slippery and some of us had to walk up to 10 miles in the slush and mud. 
Now you can see that it was very hard indeed for all the women to come. 
That is why some of them failed. ... The school children also came in. You 
know that sometimes children make noise in the meetings when they are tired 
of sitting a long time. On this day to our surprise not even one child made 
any noise and no child left the room till the meeting was over. Nobody 
compelled them to stay in but they really wanted to hear what was going 
on... .” Surely it was partly because geography had become suddenly alive as 
the leader explained that 51 other countries in the world were using the very 
same sentences—a disturbing delightful thought! Somehow it warms us to 
know that all over Africa the Zulu was hearing, “I Am The Way” in his 
mother tongue (“Mina ngi Indhela”) and the Bulu in his language also 
(“Ma me Ne Zen.’) 

In Johannesburg, too, the 1941 report mentions a storm: “a strong wind 
blew and heavy pelting rain just as we entered the church; then hail for 
over half an hour overhead on the zinc roof was terrific! We could not have 
the regular service for a while, and so we all sang till the hail stopped and 
the fierce wind died away. ... There were half a dozen denominations, and 
all took part. There were the red-blouse Methodists, the black-blouse-with- 
white-collar-and-cape Presbyterians, the white-tunic Congregationalists, and 
the black-silk-headkerchief of the French and Swiss mission women. .. .« 
The whole meeting impressive and inspiring; the singing in 3 dialects, Zulu, 
Sesuto and Shangaan.” In Cape Town there were 14 meetings for the Negro 
women, and 7 for the European women: “the prayer published on the front 
page of the American program, making vivid as it so wonderfully did, the 
responsibility of each individual in the bringing in of the Kingdom, was 
found most helpful, and there were many requests for the Call to Prayer.” 

Egypt reported that 10 mission centers observed the day, with a total 
attendance of 5,102; India, Siam, and Burma each had services rich in 
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meaning about which our hearts grow heavy at this time, as we wonder 
through what Valley of the Shadow they may soon be walking; Japan also, 
where “I Am The Way” (“Ware wo Michi Narv’) is bound to become a 
Via Dolorosa indeed for all Christians. And what dare we think of Hawaii, 
where last year 22 services were held in such quietness throughout the 
peaceful islands—a little group of 45 lepers meeting in their Leper Chapel 
at Molokai? But deep in all hearts the World Day of Prayer will always be 
observed—just as it was throughout so many countries of Europe last year 
where freedom to assemble was denied, but where the full glory of the verse 
came true again and again: “J, being in the Way, the Lord blessed me.” 

Australia, New Zealand, and Tasmania sent glowing reports for 1941; 
Brisbane (Australia): ““We had record meetings in Queensland, in spite of 
floods . . . our women enjoyed the fellowship in prayer with various denom- 
inations and decided to meet oftener . . . some arranging for monthly united 
meetings for prayer.” Wellington (New Zealand) wrote: “In spite of war 
clouds and the tragedy that beset us it proved to be a never-to-be-forgotten 
day ... all churches represented, and Roman Catholic women called to unite 
in prayer by their Archbishop. “At the service in Nelson (New Zealand) one 
of those who took part had a son recently taken prisoner-of-war on a battle- 
ship captured by the Germans near their shores. No wonder they reported a 
new “solemnity and a deeper spirit of prayer” as they met their Lord face 
to face. Throughout the earth it is like a repetition of the old legend of 
St. Peter meeting Jesus on the Appian Way (when Peter himself was inclined 
to run away from certain death) and saying: “Quo vadis, Domine?” To which 
the Master made answer: “I am going to Rome to be crucified again, in 
your place.” 

Only in the safety of our own hemisphere was the Day of Prayer observed 
with little experience of tragedy. Mexico reported, however: ‘Mexican 
Christians love to pray. Having been bound, before conversion, to the telling 
off of time-worn and dutifully memorized bead-prayers, they delight in 
giving expression to their heart-yearning toward God, and for their fellow- 
men. One by one arose to his or her feet in earnest intercession. It was not 
dificult for our aged pastor to present his petition for Pastor Niemoller, 
praising God for his faithfulness even unto death; nor for Senorita G., who 
had taught so faithfully in our former Girl’s School, to pray for the students 
in Free China; nor again, for the weary undernourished little seamstress, D., 
so touched by the account of one Russian Christian refugee who had recently 
starved to death in Finland, to plead for other Christian refugees.” Their 
Day of Prayer was really another instance of: “Did not our hearts burn 
within us as He talked with us in the way?” “I Am the Way” (“Yo 
soy el camino”) became more than a Spanish Christ as His universal features 
became apparent to all. From Buenos Aires came this same kind of report: 
“We felt that God’s spirit was in our midst”; and similar accounts from 
Brazil show that in Portuguese too (“Eu sou o capminho”) the close family 
resemblance of language means that our Elder Brother has left His footprint 
along the highways of the world. 

From coast to coast in the United States His Way led us down more roads 
of service than ever before, and especially in a new approach to 450 country 
churches (through the kind cooperation of “The Rural Christian Fellowship” ) 
where many World Day of Prayer observances were held for the first time; 
several dozen Agricultural College broadcasting stations gave time to local 
women to tell our story, using the special rural script found in our “Hand- 
book for Leaders”. Another script for use in town or city broadcasts was sent 
out to 750 groups of church women who were already giving regular local 
religious radio talks (under the auspices of the Religious Radio Department 
of the Federal Council of Churches.) In Boston 13 foreign students from 
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Radcliffe College prepared a feature program in which each girl gave a 
sentence from the Lord’s Prayer in her own language, over the short wave 
station WRUL; which station later in the day, also rebroadcast twice to the 
whole world our National Radio program as presented over WABC. (This 
is given in the new “Handbook” this year for your local use.) These are all 
wholesome signs of growth and awakening interest. 

A further sign of interest was the fact that although almost the entire 
eastern seaboard was caught in a violent snow blizzard on February 28th, 
the numerical size of both audiences and offerings took a favorable upward 
turn. Just as torrents of rain and noisy hail in Africa, and floods in Australia 
failed to dampen the devotion, so our American snow now gives us a new 
delight in what Cyrus said, in 529 B.C., about the Persian runners: “Neither 
snow nor rain nor hail nor gloom of night shall keep these messengers from 
the swift completion of their appointed rounds!” 

One of the most outstanding observances was held in Omaha, Nebraska, 
where 2,500 women came together, representing 21 denominations and 104 
churches—to the great surprise and inspiration of a new Bishop there; 750 
women stayed for luncheon. Glendale, California, reported an unusual suc- 
cess; in Murphysboro, Illinois, the young people of seven denominations held 
their first Day of Prayer service, with such enthusiasm that now they want 
quarterly meetings and a part in the May Luncheon. The National Christian 
Mission was in Portland, Oregon, last February 28th and church after church 
filled up one after the other until there had to be three overflow meetings. 
Peoria, Illinois, had 13 services, of which two were for children, two were 
over the radio, five were in Old People’s Homes, and one was a community- 
wide youth service—all of which meant a splendid impact on the community. 
Elsinore, California, had the first interdenominational meeting with every 
church represented except the Catholic and the Latter Day Saints—a result 
so happy and so contagious that a permanent committee has been formed to 
plan interdenominational church women’s activities. 

In New York City a beautiful and largely attended service for emigrés, 
refugees and the foreign-born was held; and throughout the country report 
after report mentions the beautiful blessing which came to this or that meeting 
when a group of foreigners or of Negroes took part. Of course it did! When 
shall we ever learn that footprints are neither black nor white, neither red 
nor yellow, neither bond nor free, neither Jew nor Greek? In a year when 
we have been studying “The Christian Roots of Democracy,” we have a 
significant opportunity to join that great company who are equally followers 
of the great File Leader of our faith. Last February 28th in San Jose, 
California, Marion Anderson was giving one of her famous concerts in the 
crowded Civic Auditorium; toward the end of her many encores even the 
newspaper reporter was touched by her dedicating one of her loveliest Negro 
spirituals “to the World Day of Prayer.” He did not mention which one she 
sang; but in line with this story how appropriate if she chose “All God’s 
Chillen Got Shoes.” All of them! 

And especially in Alaska, where the very last of all our observances is 
always held amid ice and snow on St, Lawrence Island, 30 miles from the 
Arctic Circle and 30 miles from the International Date Line—for if ever 
footprints can be traced. toward a meeting house, think of each Eskimo 
woman leaving her cold blue marks in the pure white snow as she goes to 
bear up our whole world in her two clasped hands of prayer. Conscious of 
the deep wonder that even on an isolated little island, lost among icebergs and 
midnight darkness there is a Voice forever calling in Eskimo: “Whinga 
tumtaraugua”—‘l AM THE WAY.” 


(Prepared by Margaret T. Applegarth, Chairman 
World Day of Prayer Committee.) 
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Prayer Groups to Continue World Day of Prayer Spirit 
Regularly Throughout the Bear 


Let us suppose that your local World Day of Prayer committee has had a 
truly spiritual experience in preparing for the service on the first Friday in 
Lent—doing everything in your combined power to create a mystical mood and 
a genuine concern among women who never before felt the pull of Imperish- 
able Beauty and of Everlasting Mercy turning their hearts up toward God 
and out toward all their fellowmen. A sense of disappointment descends now 
that 264 more days must pass before this same sense of communal worship 
and world consciousness will return ... is it not reckless at this moment 
in history to let such a sincere desire for fellowship disappear, when all the 
time it is within your power to conserve all these rare gains by continuing 
in a Prayer Group from week to week, or from month to month, meeting 
regularly on specified days? 


At the suggestion of our National Committee this plan has already been 
tested out in a number of cities and towns for the past two years, with such 
benediction that we pass on to you herewith some of the choice ideas for 
your consideration, so that you, too, can create in your own community this 
continuing blessing. 


Therefore, let us suppose that your group, small or large, has agreed on a 
convenient regular day and hour, nobody being pushed into joining, but 
coming because prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, and a great sense of urgency 
constrains you all to do what our Lord also did: retiring to commune with 
His Father at times of pressure. 


Your next consideration is how best to fill the hour. Until you start meeting 
you may not realize that in everyone’s heart is the same startled lack of 
direction because of war and trouble, the same hunger for God, for immediate 
usefulness in His Kingdom-which-is-to-come no matter how hindered. At this 
initial discovery it will seem almost as if you had touched the fringe of a 
garment and felt a strange sense of healing beyond any dream, for many 
of us have been needlessly timid over mentioning our desire for larger power 
flowing into our lives. 


The simplest plan and perhaps the most helpful is to divide the hour into 
thirds—spending 20 minutes on some study of prayer which will build into 
everyone’s consciousness a new awareness of what worship is, such as Muriel 
Lester’s “Ways of Praying” and “Why Worship?” (each 20 cents) or Thomas 
Kelly’s “Testament of Devotion’ ($1.00) which is very searching and mystical, 
and leaves you eager to practice such beautiful living. A much longer book, 
full of quotations, is called “Living Prayerfully”’ by Kirby Page ( ($3.00) and 
then there is “The Meaning of Prayer’ by Harry Emerson Fosdick (60 cents) 
which has become a classic and brings together all the sidelights on prayer 
from a variety of sources. Disturbing and personal and rewarding is John 
Baillie’s “4 Diary of Private Prayer” ($1.50) with a page left blank opposite 
each prayer for your own petitions. (These books may all be purchased 
from some such religious bookstore as Morehouse and Gorham, 14 East 41st 
St., New York City.) If everyone owns the same book, a weekly or monthly 
discussion can be held as an initial step toward discovering spiritual power. 


The next 20 minutes may then be spent with a globe of the world on the 
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table around which you have gathered—or a map on the wall. Place by place 
may be pointed out which stands in unusual need of remembrance; these 
may be discovered from your denominational press, your missionary maga- 
zines and the daily newspaper, since each new issue lists fresh war-time 
emergencies. Also mention specifically the lonely in your own town, the old, 
the sick, the unemployed, the foreign-born now in such a heart-sick state, the 
criminals and their families, also the causes of crime—overcrowding in slum 
areas, unfulfilled dreams, unfriendly citizens, self-satisfied Christians. Frankly 
face the peculiar emptiness in millions of lives. 


The last 20 minutes can then be spent in silent or in spoken prayer—inter- 
cession for those individuals whose special needs you know. 


There are many variations of this plan, of course. Some groups feel that 
it is richer to spend the opening period in the same kind of silence which 
the Quakers use—waiting for the “leading” of the Spirit and that Inner 
Light which alone can disclose the will of God. Listening then becomes an 
essential first step toward obedience and sharing. Other groups feel that the 
opening period is richer when thanksgiving and penitence fill it, Sometimes 
it is wonderfully constructive if, rapidly, each person in a group mentions 
a single item of praise and delight—such as the New York taxi man who 
refused taking money for the taxi fare of a Japanese man on Monday, Decem- 
ber 8. “You keep your money, you may need it!” he said sympathetically. 
When the Japanese tried at least to tip him the driver said, “No, no! you’d 
better keep all of it, in case things go hard with you.” This is that basic 
human decency we love to feel lies at the roots of democracy; it does us 
good to list them, even while we face our equally human short-comings: our 
own comfort, detachment, indifference, thoughtlessness, procrastination, fear, 
selfishness, pride, prejudice, suspicion, arrogance, cruelty, etc. 


Still another way to proceed is by topics selected by the leader or the group: 
“All week I have been thinking of homes—what a blessing our Lord brought 
to the home of Zacchaeus, for instance. I like to recall what happened.” After 
this is mentioned, others in the group tell their favorite story of Christ in 
someone’s home: Mary and Martha, wedding at Cana, Emmaus, Jairus. Then 
prayer for modern homes. Then for the homeless: in China, the Orient; 
Europe; the three million migrants here, the uprooted workers now in defense 
industries, often living under makeshift inadequate conditions. Prayer for 
the specific agencies at work; for your own church’s share. 


This year of all years places of peril and panic will lead us into inter- 
cession. One group in a small village adopted the simplest of the plans sug- 
gested to them and has found it a blessing throughout the year between the 
first Fridays of successive Lents, They began in the year our Day of Prayer 
printed material had the picture of Albrecht Direr’s “Praying Hands’ on 
programs and Calls. At their first regular continuation session, they told the 
story of those famous hands—how both Durer and a friend aspired to become 
artists, but could not earn enough money for both of them to study simul- 
taneously. So it was decided that one would devote himself exclusively to 
earning money to support the other while he became an art student. Then, 
when the masterpieces of the latter began to sell, he would finance the house- 
hold and the fees of the worker. Diirer was the one selected to study while 
his friend worked. But art is long, and time is fleeting! So when, at long last, 
Durer was self-supporting, behold! the hands of his friend had become too 
work-hardened and gnarled ever to hold a paint brush properly or to make 
delicate strokes. The legend goes that in the midst of his dismay and dis- 
couragement, Durer caught him one day with his poor old hands clasped in 
prayer—patient, resigned. Seizing his brush Diirer immortalized those sacrifi- 
cial hands which alone had made his own skill possible in a practical way; 
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and today all the world acknowledges the masterpiece of one friend while 
glorying in the gallant daily upholding concern of the other friend. 


In this same spirit these few quiet women recognized their own limitations, 
and their own unlimited outreach. So that each time they met they made 
their hands significant by naming each of the ten fingers for one of ten 
countries or nations or races about which they felt concern. The reason for 
their choice was always stated, and some special problem faced by some actual 
person in that country. (All through the years Germany has always been 
one of the ten fingers; and they have prayed regularly for Hitler, by name— 
for Pastor Nieméller—for the hopeless folk in concentration camps—for Nazi 
children trained daily in ruthlessness and only a half knowledge of the real 
world around them.) When each of the ten fingers had been named for a 
country, then each woman placed her hands palm to palm, with the fingers 
slightly intertwined—and while in this symbolic Direr attitude prayer was 
made silently and orally for each country in turn. A globe of the world on 
the table lent significance to this hour of deep intercession for missionaries, 
nationals, their own community, their church, their pastor, themselves, 

As a variation, there could be five candles burning around the globe 
throughout the prayer session—white, yellow, red, brown, black, representing 
the white, yellow, red, etc., races. Each finger on the left hand is then named 
for one of these five colors, always telling specific problems faced today by 
the race of that color, or by a member of that race. It can lend immediate 
vitality to such prayer if the fingers on the right hand are named for organi- 
zations, boards, churches or individuals at present occupied in remedying the 
particular problem. Then a bringing together of right hand to left hand can 
remind the worshipper of a variety of things— 

How St. Teresa said, hundreds of years ago: “Christ has no hands but yours 
to do His work today . 

“Bearing in folded Vinee of prayer 
Safe through the windy world 
The fire divine.” 

“The beauty of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish Thou the work 
of our hands, yea, the work of our hands establish Thou it.” (Psalm 90) 

New ways of developing this sense of sharing God’s world with Him in 
prayer will come to any group using one of these plans. Whatever you do 
try which is enriching, please send the details to Miss Margaret Applegarth, 
Chairman (Room 410, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City) so that others may 
benefit by your suggestions. 


Town or City Radio Broadcast 


1. HYMN (Tune “Duke Street’) 


Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run; 

His name like sweet perfume shall rise 
With every morning sacrifice. 


2. TALK (10 minutes) ; 
At this very moment, while I am speaking to you, a beautiful but quiet 
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miracle is occurring underneath all the noise of battle throughout the earth, 
a miracle of a size so great that it touches the women of 51 different coun- 
tries, rousing them into a loving and immediate concern for every other 
woman in every other place. For this is the World Day of Prayer; and 
although neither you nor I can tell exactly what prayer is, we know that it 
is a force far greater than the force which gives to this radio its far-reaching 
voice out and out and out to the very ends of the earth. For deep in our 
hearts, each of us feels that God is indeed a Spirit—Life of our life, closer 
than breathing, nearer than hands or feet. Therefore when a million women 
all over this planet simultaneously utter the same prayer for the poor, the 
old, the young, the wounded, the homeless, the bewildered, the terrified, the 
anxious, an instant tie is created binding us all together with that Eternal 
Spirit to whom there is neither time nor space, neither east nor west. 

And so it is my great pleasure to tell you about the World Day of Prayer 
which for more than 25 years has been observed on the first Friday in Lent 
throughout the earth. For last night while you were going to bed, the sun 
was rising on the Fiji Islands, and women began gathering there while you 
slept, to pray to the Father of all mankind. Remembering the past history of 
those little islands in the Pacific Ocean, surely it catches our imaginations to 
realize that the Fiji Islanders will be the very first persons to use our univer- 
sal worship service based on the text in which our Lord says of Himself: 
“T am the Way” and long before you awake, they will have acknowledged 
that He is “The Way Men Have Lost, The Way Back to God, The Way of 
Self-Surrender, The Way of Love, of Peace, of Light, of Power.” 

From that moment on, all through this day, scene after scene will be enacted 
with lovely humility and picturesque decorum, nation by nation—in New 
Zealand, Australia, South America, Africa, Europe, the Orient. 


You will understand my own deep concern over the observances in lands 
which are war-torn, sunk in tragedy and terror, where services used to be 
held so easily and openly, but where freedom to assemble is either forbidden 
or unsafe, today—I refer to Hawaii, the Philippines, Siam, Burma, Korea, 
Japan, China, Greece, Norway, Holland, France, England, Scotland. But be- 
lieving as we do in the Everlasting Mercy and in the imperishable beauty of 
God’s Kingdom, we know that where only two or three can gather, He has 
been there in the midst of them all day long, safeguarding their spirits, their 
refuge in time of trouble. For in similar circumstances last year, moments of 
incredible power occurred, which read like modern Acts of the Apostles, 
showing us that His Way has indeed been known upon earth, His saving 
health among all nations. 


England, for instance, was walking through a veritable Valley of the 
Shadow of Death last February: families were scattered, homes were bombed, 
blackouts were complete, air-raids and death from the sky hampered every- 
one’s plans. Yet see what happened to those who followed in His train: the 
Salvation Army alone arranged 362 mew World Day of Prayer meetings; 
one church woman listed 60 other new services in England and Wales, 
adding: “I find women everywhere deeply moved to be a part of this mar- 
velous world-wide fellowship when other kinds of fellowship by pen, word, 
or person have become so difficult between nations.” 


In Greece also there were air-raids and constant danger, but in ancient 
Athens four hundred Greeks, Turks, Armenians and English gathered for two 
services which were gloriously steadying to their souls. As for the observances 
in China, Shanghai has become an inspiration to the rest of the world while 
weathering many sieges and many sorrows, for women of 18 nationalities 
continue meeting for prayer, kneeling side by side with a high strange con- 
sciousness of what the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man really 
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means. And much further westward, over fifty million Chinese refugees have 
been moving two thousand miles inland; but all was not /ost/ For Chunking, 
for instance, which used to be a little backward western city, now has not 
only the Generalissimo making his headquarters there, but also many famous 
ladies from “way down east” have arrived with their husbands. So that when 
the World Day of Prayer came last year, they all found themselves for the 
first time in their lives swept up into a world sisterhood of prayer; we know 
that today they are repeating those former moments of deep dedication. 

Unusual tenderness is felt for this special Day in all sorts of small and far- 
away places, where people often go through actual hardships and honest 
searchings of conscience in order to participate heartily—such as happened on 
the east coast and on the west coast of Africa a year ago. Forty women in 
Chikore, East Africa, braved a 36-hour deluge of rain, one of them describing 
their meeting as follows: ‘‘We women came wrapping ourselves in big shawls 
to keep out the rain; most of us did not bring our babies, for that day the 
roads were very slippery and some of us had to walk up to ten ‘miles in the 
slush and mud. That is why some of them failed to come. But the school 
children came in; you know how sometimes children make noise in meetings 
when they are tired of sitting still a long time? On this day, to our surprise, 
not even one child made any noise, and no child left the room till the 
meeting was over. Nobody compelled them to stay in, but they really wanted 
to hear what was going on—with different parts of the world all following 
this same program which we had in our own mother tongue.’ And from 
Varma, Sierra Leone, West Africa comes a more sacramental observance: 
“All the sub-chiefs, the village herdsmen, and so forth, were called together 
and asked, each of them, to confess his sins and give thanks to the Almighty 
for the year past. Evening service was held in the Chief's court which was 
full of noted men and women. Vernacular hymns were used. The leader asked 
Sub-chief Ndabie to say what Christ had done for him during the time he 
was ill, and to give thanks to God for the new chapel in his town and the 
part he could have in helping to build this chapel, and to give thanks also 
to the missionaries who had shown them the light when they were in 
darkness.” 


In Johannesburg, South Africa, another downfall of rain did not seem to 
injure a picturesque service where half a dozen denominations assembled— 
the Methodists in red blouses, the Presbyterians in black blouses with white 
collars and capes, the Congregationalists in white tunics, the French and the 
Swiss Mission members wearing black silk kerchiefs! From another service, in 
central Africa, the collection was sent to England as a place so sad and in 
such need that the little black congregation longed to lift some of the white 
burden: so immediate is the desire to share, both practically and spiritually, 
on such a day. 


This same instantaneous outreach of sympathy warmed a little service in 
Mexico about which the report says: “Mexican Christians love to pray! One 
by one rose to his or her feet in earnest intercession. It was not difficult 
for our aged pastor to present his petition for Pastor Niemdller, praising God 
for his faithfulness even unto approaching death; nor for Senorita Garcia, 
who had taught so faithfully in our former Girl’s School, to voice a prayer 
for the students in Free China; nor again for our weary, undernourished 
little seamstress, so touched by the account of one Russian Christian refugee 
who had recently starved to death in Finland, to plead for other Christian 
refugees.” 


Yes, this is one day in the year when spiritually the earth is indeed the 
Lord’s, for out of every kindred and nation and tribe Christians are loving 
Him with heart, soul, strength, mind—and their neighbors as themselves! All 
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this in spite of frontiers, borderlines, barbed wires, bombs bursting in air, 
seas mined with explosives: for prayer needs no passport, the date of its visa 
into territories near and far never lapses, and it calls no fellow-Christian 
enemy or alien. Could there by a surer way to create a new heaven and a 
new earth in the human heart? or a better day to let a just and durable peace 
become one’s choicest dream? 

To that end over ten thousand services are being held in the United States 
and Canada today, using the same universal worship program built around 
the theme “I am the Way.” Significantly enough this program was prepared 
by three women: a Bible teacher and two emigrés, one a French woman, and 
one a German pastor’s wife only recently out of a concentration camp in 
Europe, her husband having been imprisoned in another such camp. Through- 
out such peril, toil and pain she always felt the Presence of our Lord; there- 
fore, it will mean a great deal to those who are safer to know that He can 
indeed be “The Way’—The Way men have lost, The Way back to God, 
The Way of Self-Surrender, The Way of Love, of Peace, of Light, of Power. 

After we have all gone to bed tonight, the closing service of our World Day 
of Prayer will be held up in Alaska on St. Lawrence Island, 30 miles from the 
Arctic Circle and 30 miles from the International Date Line. Let us think 
in our closing moment of that quiet serenity; wide stretches of snow unbroken 
until the footprints of Eskimo women begin leaving cold blue marks in the 
pure whiteness as they go toward their meeting-house to bear up our whole 
world in their two clasped hands of prayer—conscious of deep wonder that 
even on an isolated little island, lost among icebergs and midnight darkness, 
there is a Voice calling them, even as it calls all men everywhere, saying: 
“I am the Way.” O God, to us may grace be given to follow in Thy train! 


(Written by Margaret Applegarth; World Day of Prayer Chairman.) 


3. PRAYER: (1 minute) 


Our Father, Thou who art love, do hear us now as we join in the cycle 
of prayer that binds the broken world together. The hour is ours in America 
to take the torch from the hands of women across the sea and pass it on as 
we pray “Thy Kingdom Come.” As children of one Father we claim a kinship 
which shall remain unbroken by earthly divisions. We acknowledge our sins, 
and we pray Thy divine forgiveness. We beg Thee, Father, speak to hearts 
that need courage, to those that faint with fear, to the many in distress and 
suffering. May they know that we care. Make us willing to sacrifice our time, 
our possessions, our very selves, that we may share the world’s suffering, and 
better understand its results. Out of the gross darkness that covers the 
peoples of the earth, O Father, let Thy light shine to guide us as we seek 
the Way, the Way to justice and right and peace for all peoples. 

And now, O God, give of Thy blessing to all, in every land, of every 
tongue, whether asleep under star-lit skies, or wakening to the new day, or 
working under noontide sun, or in ice-clad lands. We are one family and Thou 
art our Father to whom we all pray lovingly. Amen. 


(Written by Mrs. Emory Ross; Radio Chairman, World Day of Prayer) 


4. HYMN: (Tune, “Duke Street’) 


People and realms of every tongue 

Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 

Their early blessings on His name. Amen 
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Radio Announcements by Local Commentators 


Last year there were remarkable strides in the use of radio on the World 
Day of Prayer, not only the usual national hook-up over WABC, but the 
Columbia Broadcasting Company also sent this 15-minute program immedi- 
ately—short wave—out to the world; and later in the day the famous short 
wave station in Boston, WRUL, again broadcast the same program twice at 
appropriate times to reach different sections of the world—Africa, in particu- 
lar, rejoiced to hear the voice of Mrs. Emory Ross (already well-known there 
because of her long years of residence in Africa) leading the prayer given 
in the following radio program, Another advance step was sending our radio 
program to church women already speaking daily in a special national non- 
network campaign which used 270 different radio stations, located in 227 
cities, 46 states, also Alaska and Puerto Rico. This splendid campaign was 
sponsored by the Council of Women for Home Missions, working with the 
Department of National Religious Radio of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America. As they began on December 6, 1940 and ended April 
30, 1941, our February 28th World Day of Prayer was included, naturally, 
and we record our gratitude to all who participated. A further advance step 
was the sending of all our material to 450 rural ministers by The Christian 
Rural Fellowship, asking that in so far as possible all local rural radio stations 
and radio bureaus in Agricultural Colleges have church women give a Day 
of Prayer broadcast. (All 12 such stations in New York State participated, 
for instance; and other states had most interesting cooperation. An especially 
enthusiastic account of a “Larger Parish” half-hour program on the air has 
come from Naples, Maine.) Such services will undoubtedly spread more 
widely yet on February 20 this year; any woman reading these pages should 
consider herself a committee of one to initiate such a program either over a 
city, or a town or a rural radio in her community. 

Together with such information as the above, every news commentator in 
your town should be enlisted to announce the approaching observance in the 
union church services: it may be a help to add some such definite statement 
as the following when asking him to mention the day: 

“Anything in this moment of history which can bind together the nations 
of our earth into a common purpose and create a common mind among man- 
kind, for even one day, is certainly of special importance! Therefore I take 
pleasure in announcing that arrangements have all been made for the World 
Day of Prayer to be observed this year on Friday, February 20 in 51 different 
countries of this globe, and in more than ten thousand separate services in the 
United States alone. The women of this city will want to watch our local 
newspaper for the time and place of the union service to be held in (mention 
name of city) so that they may share in this significant step toward inter- 
national unity.” 


Bural Radio Broadcast 


Note: To secure Radio “time” over a Rural Broadcasting Station or one 
in an Agricultural College, begin in January to make the necessary contacts; 
remember to stress the world-wide scope of this World Day of Prayer, w hen 
51 different countries on earth will be holding simultaneous services. 

BEES (Tune, “Crusader’s Hymn”) “Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of All 
ature.’ 
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BROADCAST: This is the special day in the year which widens your mind 
and your heart and your soul, so that when you hear the well-loved words 
“QO beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,” you can no longer 
think only of the amber waves of grain in America! For the Everlasting 
Mercy causes you to think also of the failing harvests in Poland, where two 
years ago her farmers were all carried off to tend the fields of their con- 
querors; her flocks and her herds were killed to feed another nation, her 
housewives haunted by memories of what used to be when loved ones were 
present and prosperity was not just a word in the dictionary. You think of 
Holland and Norway and France, where farm lands have been ploughed 
up so hopelessly by bombs; you think of farms in Greece where bees can 
no longer find clover and birds can no longer build nests in dead trees, You 
think of little Russian farms now lying in the path of giant armies,—trees 
stripped, crops ruined. You think of Hawaiian pineapple plantations now laid 
waste. You think of the tea garden plantations of Burma and Siam already 
endangered from the air. You think of China where, over her scorched earth, 
fifty million refugees have had to hurry westward toward whatever safety 
they could find—wandering today, homeless and hungry. 


Suddenly your heart widens hospitably with a new concern and a deep 
tenderness for all these unknown women who must shoulder such tragic 
burdens of sowing and weeding and reaping: you begin wondering about 
them—and your heart sends up an instant prayer that somehow they may find 
a way to adjust their lives, putting into practice homely skills and superhuman 
courage. Find a way? But is there a way? Yes! Across the entire world, 
moving over every borderline and over every national boundary—without 
passport or visa—there rises at this very moment today a volume of prayers 
to our Heavenly Father from more than 51 countries of the earth; prayers 
not only linking man to God, but also linking man to man in mutual concern 
and sympathy. For what does sympathy mean but “your sorrow—in my 
heart?” 


Neither you nor I can tell exactly what prayer is, but we know that it is 
a force far greater than the force which gives to this radio its far-reaching 
voice out and out and out to the very ends of the earth. For deep in our souls, 
each of us feels that God is indeed a Spirit—Life of our life, closer than 
breathing, nearer than hands or feet. Therefore when a million women all 
over this planet simultaneously utter the same prayers for the poor, the old, 
the young, the wounded, the bewildered, the homeless, the terrified, the 
anxious, an instant tie is created binding us all together with that Eternal 
Spirit to whom there is neither time nor space, neither east nor west. All for 
the sake of the Christ who was born in a stable; who was reared in a little 
country town; who walked the fields of rural Galilee; who was transfigured 
on a mountain top; who found new strength after forty days in the wilder- 
ness; who preached from a boat on a blue lake; who spoke of farmers and 
of seed falling into good or bad soil; who said that His Father knew when- 
ever even a sparrow fell to the ground; who died on a hillside; who was 
buried in a quiet garden; who rose again to speak to a certain woman, 
saying: “Go! tell my disciples .. .” 

From that century to this one, women have been going—and telling! And 
because this is the first Friday in Lent, in more than 51 countries on earth 
there will be millions of women remembering that the World Day of Prayer 
is always observed on this day, Let me take you on a rapid pilgrimage to 
some of these 51 nations, so that you can see what quiet miracle is being 
celebrated—a miracle as wonderful as Christmas, when Love was born—a 
miracle as startling as Easter when Love, though killed by hate, rose again 
and is alive forevermore. For if it happened once, it can happen again; but 
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we must prepare Him room in our hearts, and make Him a highway in the 
community where we live—just as these stories show it has been done already 
in other countries. 

Only a hundred years ago, for instance, the Fiji Islands were pagan 
places! Yet last night while you were still sleeping the sun was rising on 
Fiji, and very early this morning large groups of peaceful Christian women 
began wandering over the fields toward their meeting-house to pray... to 
pray for themselves and for you... for me... tor China... for England 
... for Russia... for Germany. They have so loved the world that they give 
themselves one complete day to make mention of their love. And when the 
sun reached New Zealand, Australia, South America, Africa, Europe, the 
Orient, other groups of women have been hurrying to other churches to pray 
in all kinds of languages, wearing all kinds of clothes, traveling in all kinds 
of vehicles. And when they take a collection, some of them give all sorts of 
offerings—beans or corn or eggs or hens or fruit—in order that their love 
may be as practical as it is tender. 


For instance, last year on the Day of Prayer, the women of Athens voted 
to send their entire offering of 1500 Greek drachmes into Turkey where there 
had been a terrible earthquake. In itself this was a beautiful miracle of 
friendliness, for only 20 years earlier, in the first World War, the majority 
of those Greek contributors had suffered unspeakable atrocities at the hands 
of those very same Turks. This, then, is what Love does when it begins 
crossing: borderlines from nation to nation! A year ago in Alaska, a little 
group of Eskimos in Sitka decided to send their offering down to the Migrants 
in these United States, so moved were they by the constant homeless wandering 
from farm to farm of people who must be forever picking the vegetables and 
fruits of strangers from year’s end to year’s end. This, too, is what Love does 
when it begins crossing borderlines from nation to nation! And last year in 
central Africa a little congregation of black worshippers decided to send their 
offering up to the Christians in England, to ease their white burden during 
bombings and evacuations. Decidedly this is a day when all over the world 
women are putting their prayer into deeds and making it real. 


You may remember a passage in “Pilgrim’s Progress” where Mr. Standfast 
says: “I have loved to hear my Lord spoken of, and wherever I have seen 
the print of His shoe in the earth, there I have coveted to place my foot also.” 
This year the universal worship theme for the Day of Prayer observances is 
the verse: ‘J am the Way’—and already you have seen the print of His 
foot in the earth! The program has been translated into hundreds of different 
languages, so that at this very moment women are using the responsive 
services telling how Christ is “The Way men have lost—The Way back to 
God—The Way of Self-Surrender—The Way of Love—of Peace—of Light 
—of Power.” 


A year ago there were many cottage prayer meetings held in Siam; in one 
such group 94 of the 174 persons present prayed aloud. One missionary 
assigned to a village called Sticky Pond started at 8 a.m. on a bicycle, with 
a helper named Boa Qui; the five mile ride was very hard going, since the 
last part of it was through rice fields where they had to keep in a rough 
narrow trail, every 50 or 60 feet riding through a narrow break in the low 
wall of the rice bed. Bicycle pedals had to be lifted at the exact split second 
or they would bump on the ridge, causing a bad fall. Yet in spite of being 
loaded down with Bibles and tracts, no accident occurred, and visit after visit 
was made in various cottages where a Day of Prayer service was held. This is 
the print of His foot in the earth! And today when all Thailand has become 
a battlefield, we know those Siamese women are remembering last year with 
special joy. But believing as we do in the Everlasting Mercy and in the 
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imperishable beauty of God’s Kingdom, we know that where only two or 
three can gather, He has been there in the midst of them all day long. 


A year ago a group of Bengali women in India stood around a map of the 
world drawn on their church floor as they tried to visualize the countless 
meetings being held elsewhere on the Day of Prayer; and in Japan a lovely 
group of earnest Christian peasant women sat on the matting floor, charcoal 
braziers placed between each two guests so that they could warm their hands, 
They, too, are remembering what day this is, with utter tragedy at their 
hearts. 


Ten thousand services are now being held throughout the United States 
and Canada. And tonight, after you have gone to bed, the very last of the 
meetings will be held up in Alaska on St. Lawrence Island, 30 miles from 
the Arctic Circle and 30 miles from the International Date Line—a tiny 
place completely frozen in from October to May, with no mail, no tangible 
contacts with the outside world. But the Spirit of our Lord knows neither 
clime limits nor time limits, and so I ask you to picture the deep blue foot- 
prints those Eskimo women will leave in the pure white snow as they wend 
their way to the church. For while the rest of us sleep, they will hold up our 
world in their two clasped hands—praying that His Way may be known 
upon earth, His saving health among all nations. 


Hymn: (Tune: “St. Peter”) “In Christ There is No East or West.” 


Suggestions for Rural Communities 


There is a glorious new experience awaiting your rural community if you 
try holding a World Day of Prayer observance. To the rural women of the 
United States, whose prayers ascend day by day to their God of the open 
spaces and of beckoning horizons, this World Day of Prayer can have deep 
significance and meaning. It can give them an opportunity to enter, with the 
women of all nations, into the heart of our agonized world. In the needs of 
suffering humanity, they can find also, a closer need of each other in corporate 
worship and prayer—since prayer and simplicity and telling the story even 
to two or three gathered together sound like apostolic days, Suppose you had 
an automobile—suppose you took two or three women with you, and a globe 
of the world; that is enough for an amazing awakening of vision and new 
interest. 


1. Announcing the Plan—Choose the space in your store, your Grange, your 
Farm Bureau, your local Community Center Club House, and your Church, 
on which our new World Day of Prayer Poster (5 cents each) could be dis- 
played, listing either the single observance you may plan, or a progressive list 
of special meetings to be held throughout the first Friday in Lent in places 
selected for the coming together of large or small groups in such communities. 
Your automobile and your collection of helpers will “bring the world” to them 
at carefully chosen hours—allowing enough time for the rides between meet- 
ings and an unhurried hour or more for each observance. Publicity and en- 
thusiasm will have to be your forerunners. Therefore besides the posters 
announcing the series of programs by your “team,” order enough copies of 
the Call to Prayer so that you can send them by mail to each woman you 
want to attend; a space has been left on the Call for place and hour. 


2. Where to go on your Route—To a church, in one place, to a Grange, in 
another, to a Community Club House, in another. Above all, to a farm house: 
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“The church in thy house” is the way the early Christian church began; and 
it is by restoring the sweet neighborly sharing of a community interest that 
you can bind such a community closer to the wider world for whom Christ 
died. This is a suggestion tried and tested and deeply loved in rural com- 
munities around the earth; from Syria and from Africa especially have 
come stories of how women have gone out from one central Day of Prayer 
service into various nearby hamlets, carrying there the same service they had 
already enjoyed. It helps to solve the remaining problem: 


3. Who Shall Go in This Traveling Caravan? 


a. It may be a rural group of leaders, planning its own schedule of hours 
and its own arrangement of the World Day of Prayer topic. 


b. It may be a city group of those who came into the city from rural 
areas, going out after their own morning service in the city into a rural com- 
munity where no observance would otherwise be kept that afternoon. 


c. Organize very carefully a friendly transportation committee to bring 
in to the meeting the handicapped, the aged, the shy, the newcomers to the 
community and the lonely. 


4. Accomplishing a Progressive Program—The nucleus of leaders starting 
out with you in your car, or in their own cars, may stay with you throughout 
the day; or you may drop one here, and pick up another there. But there 
should be a simple and similar plan followed in each service scheduled on 
your route, e.g. one leader responsible for telling what the Day represents 
(see “The Print of His Foot in the Earth,’ also “Radio Programs”). You 
can begin by saying: “We bring the World to your door today.”—And then 
you must make sure each woman realizes that your group is a part of other 
such groups in more than fifty countries of the world. 

Other leaders may be responsible for conducting the program itself. This 
may be the regular printed World Day of Prayer Program, (to be ordered for 
two cents apiece, $2.00 for 100 copies, to be handed out to each audience in 
turn) followed through in the usual responsive fashion—leader and audience 
reading and singing as indicated. Or, you can select certain portions of this 
printed program in case the entire order of exercises seems too long for your 
allotted time in each community. 


5. Other Program Plans—(1) Either or both of the “Radio Programs” plus 
“The Print of His Foot in the Earth’ would give a 20 minute talk on what 
the World Day of Prayer has been for the past 25 years; a past history of its 
beginnings may be added; see “Publicity Suggestions.” (2) The story of 
what the World Day of Prayer offering accomplishes in its four avenues of 
service is always enlightening and encouraging; see pages 13-16 of the Pro- 
gram booklet itself, also certain suggestions in this Handbook. (3) Under 
“Children’s Services,” in this Handbook, are ideas of lasting importance about 
church buildings around the world; how people are called to worship, by 
drums or bells or horns; about Bible translations; about church symbols; 
about art and prayer and song. These could form excellent background ma- 
terial for a talk on worship. (4) In the section on “Continuing Prayer 
Groups” in this Handbook, the suggestion about naming the fingers for 
nations, countries, races, was first used in a rural group near Rochester, N. Y., 
some years ago with growing delight; it could form the prayer period for 
your rural program. (5) In the section on ‘Interesting the Industrial Woman,” 
in this Handbook, are several suggestions about where our belongings came 
from—e.g. clothing originating in 14 or more countries; etc. This turns a 
person from provincial into international at once; that entire section could 
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be adapted for your rural introduction—since clothes, telephones, Ford cars, 
radios and tea are all in everyday use. 


Suggestions for an Jndustrial Service 


Through the hands of the industrial workers in your town the fabric of the 
world has been passing for years; but their days are so busy and their par- 
ticular unit of work so prosaic that often they live out all the round of their 
lives without once lifting up their eyes to catch a vision of that outer world 
where things come from. It is not to our credit as church women that we do 
not know personally such important workers, having rarely tried to get their 
viewpoints or to give them any glimpse of our own. The World Day of 
Prayer offers a natural occasion for such an exchange, on a basis of ideas in 
which they are as interested as any other woman in town. But it will take 
a special committee skilled in meeting such women, so that no tinge of 
patronage is apparent. Such a committee can be formed by deaconesses and 
city missionaries, the Industrial Secretary of your local Y.W.C.A., someone 
your Council of Churches may suggest, perhaps a librarian to assemble extra 
data, and the head-workers from various Christian Centers of the different 
denominations. For such a Neighborhood House may be the best place to 
hold such a service, which can be made symbolic by objects readily acceptable 
to all who attend,—such as a large globe of the world, with white, yellow, 
brown, red and black candles burning around it to represent the color 
divisions of mankind. A map on the wall, behind this table, should have 
enough of a cardboard backing to hold thumb-tacks. A brief series of simple 
demonstrations can start the program, almost ds ice-breakers, but with a 
program motive behind them. 


1. Where: Clothes Come From—One of the audience can stand while the 
whole group suggests what country contributed each article of her wearing 
apparel (a few extra items should be worn, to add sufficient countries). For 
instance, one end of a narrow paper streamer is fastened to her shoes, the 
other end is then pinned on Argentina where so much of our leather 
originates. The same process continues for dress, coat, hat, beads, etc., until 
she stands wrapped in worlds! Allow plenty of leeway for decisions, of 
course, as many countries make similar articles. A recent list in a magazine 
mentions—shoe leather, Argentina; rubber heels, Africa; gold ring, Africa; 
beads, Czechoslovakia; wool, Australia; fur, Alaska; ‘pearl buttons, Philip- 
pines; lace, Belgium; linen, Ireland; silk, Japan; felt hat, Northern Canada; 
straw hat, Panama; gloves, France; hair net, China; cashmere, India; calico, 
Calcutta; alpaca, Andes. (This gives you a basis at once around which an 
account of the World Day of Prayer in those very places can center. Such 
stories as are contained in this Handbook, in “The Print of His Foot in 
The Earth” and also much that is in the Rural Radio Broadcast, is adaptable 
for an industrial group.) 


2. How the Telephone is Made—With mica from India; rubber from Brazil; 
flax from Ireland; platinum from Russia; cotton from Egypt; gold from 
Africa. More streamers may connect a portable phone on the table with the 
map on the wall, thus giving a natural motive for suggesting that if only we 


could listen in, what do you suppose we would find the world doing at this 
very moment? 


3. Other Suggestive Objects—An electric light bulb needs Greenland, Ger- 
many, China, India, Spain, Brazil, Chile, Africa and the East Indies, to start 
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its life! Forty different commodities from 57 different countries are used to 
manufacture steel in the United States—not a needle or a wheel in any 
factory but has a long family history behind it. The ingredients of a radio 
set come from such far-scattered lands that it has been estimated they travel 
250,000 miles. And a Ford car has rare varnish from Formosa, rubber and 
nut oil from the Yangtze River in China and the Amazon River in South 
America, and the red ore of friable chrome from Africa, Perhaps your group 
will have some idea about what materials their own factories use daily. 

All this practical tangible side of the world story can readily be linked to 
the spiritual picture of what now is happening on this Day of Prayer— 
the increasing trouble and sorrow: yet all these women sure that religion 
has the real word they need. When the period for prayer comes, some such 
device as that suggested in this Handbook (in the section called “Prayer 
Groups Continuing” etc.) about naming the fingers of the hands for various 
countries can create a personal sense of carrying the world. Since this may 
be a foreign-language group, in part, the use of the text “I am the Way” 
in 9 different languages may prove interesting (these are given in “The 
Print of His Foot in the Earth’) and can encourage others in the room to 
give it in their own mother tongue. 

At our request, Miss Frances Perry of Passaic, New Jersey, has prepared 
a splendid statement, from her experience, part of which is given here for 
your guidance :—Industrial workers know in their own lives the meaning of 
unemployment, low wages, bad housing, inadequate standards of living, dis- 
crimination because of race or nationality, the cost of war. To these workers 
to be religious means to act in behalf of social justice, to eradicate con- 
temporary evils, to make whatever changes may be necessary in the social 
structure in order to build a society in which men may live as sons of God. 
The words of the prophets state their religious imperatives—Isaiah 1:16-17; 
Jeremiah 22:16-17; Amos 5:23-25; Luke 10:27-28 (in each case, the Moffatt 
translation.) Industrial young women with an awakened social conscience 
test a religious person, a religious organization, not by the words spoken but 
by the deed done for justice. Some of them make considerable sacrifices, and 
are easily quickened to a profound concern about what is happening to work- 
ing women in various parts of the world, heightened by having relatives in 
countries ravaged by war. It is suggested that the most valid procedure for 
such a group of industrial women would be to determine what they think 
to be the deepest human needs of working women of the world today. With 
this as a basis, they may build their service of remembrance for these women 
and dedication to whatever effort they believe will make a better life for 
more peoples of the earth. 


Suggestions for a Business and Professional 
Women’s Service 


In every church there are business and professional women, often organized 
with a purpose. Probably no other group has become so increasingly world- 
conscious, now that each new day alters the world-business carried on down- 
town. But because of their usual evening club meeting dates they do not 
always know that the World Day of Prayer has become a force among church 
women of 51 different countries, and that the interdependence of nations has 
a strong spiritual as well as a practical aspect. Since figures will interest 
them, the following tell their own story: 5,000 copies of the World Day of 
Prayer worship Programs are sent out each June to the 50 different countries 
in ample time for translation and distribution over wide areas. (See what 


25 


Hongkong reported, as given in “The Print of His Foot in the Earth.”) 
10,000 services are held in cities and towns in the United States and Canada; 
a million Calls to Prayer are printed and more than half a million worship 
Programs. 

Since some one person always has to take the initiative, you who read these 
words are therefore the one chosen to suggest to the proper people that a 
union evening service for all business and professional women in your town 
be held on Friday, February 20. In many places the local Council of Churches 
assumes responsibility for issuing invitations to the organized church clubs, 
forming a committee of their presidents to carry on from there. Individual 
copies of the Call to Prayer (free) should be obtained for distribution to the 
membership of each such club, The worship service Program on the theme 
“I am the Way” will prove vital and moving; and the suggestions in this 
Handbook will probably answer many questions about procedure. It would 
seem that, at their first committee session, these presidents from the various 
clubs would appoint their own chairman and committees; the telling of the 
world story as given in “The Print of His Foot in the Earth” will give the 
necessary background; the description of what the offering does (as given 
on pages 13-16 in the Program) will provide one more motive for cooperating 
in this world-wide day for Christian women. 


(Prepared under the direction of Miss Ann Reid, herself a Business 
and Professional woman.) 


Suagestions for a Boung People’s Service 


The World Day of Prayer offers to young people a definite way to par- 
ticipate in the World Christian Fellowship. Remembering the special emphasis 
on prayer at the Amsterdam World Conference of Christian Youth, Friday, - 
February 20, 1942 gives an important moment: 


1. To include the young people’s organizations in the various foreign- 
speaking churches in town. This year’s study book themes have been democracy 
and a Christian imperative: here is a definite way to demonstrate this spirit 
of Christian Friendliness. 


2. Every Negro church in your town needs to feel the “pull” of brotherly 
love; to have Negroes and foreign-born together plan such a service will 
help to create a corner of the Kingdom of God right where you are. The Day 
of Prayer hymn at the close of this Handbook could be sung in various 
languages; and by special request nine translations of our Program text “I am 
the Way” have been given in the combined story of this year’s Program and 
last year’s observances, in the section called “The Print of His Foot in the 
Earth.” Much of this account should be given at your youth meeting, for 
background-building. 


One or more union community services for the young people of your town 
should be arranged either for the first Friday evening in Lent (February 20) 
or for the following Sunday evening, retjuesting the various Christian En- 
deavor Societies or similar youth groups to share in these observances of the 
World Day of Prayer, The regular adult Program is splendidly adapted for 
such use; many necessary promotional and publicity suggestions are in this 
Handbook, The most essential is choosing a dynamic chairman whom others 
delight to follow; next in importance is the choice of good readers and a 
memorable setting—a globe, candle, etc. are appropriate. The poster (5 cents) 
in vivid orange and black, and the Call to Prayer (free, for distribution to 
individuals) will help to publicize your meeting. 
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Suggestions for Children’s Serbices 


This year there is an unusual wealth of resource material readily available 
for a children’s World Day of Prayer service by using the new Junior and 
Primary mission study textbooks issued by The Missionary Education Move- 
ment (156 Fifth Ave., New York City, where the publications here mentioned 
may be ordered.) With their kind permission we outline the possibilities con- 
tained in this material adaptable for your use: 

In case a number of churches in your town have some type of mission 
study group for boys and girls, a natural nucleus of children is indicated, 
which could work out the following program of stories, to which program 
the children of all the other churches could be invited. But even without this 
nucleus, geography lessons in school give a natural springboard into the 
world of Christian children praying around the world on this first Friday in 
Lent, together with their mothers. Therefore, make a list of all the mission 
study groups, Church School Junior Departments, etc., who could be invited. 
With the aid of the leaders of these departments and the best story-tellers 
in schools, public libraries, etc., work out your presentation, remembering 
always the other language and racial groups in your town, inviting such 
children of another color and language to participate. 

The Junior textbook by Grace W. McGavran is called “We Gather 
Together’ and gives in 12 delightfully simple chapters stories about haw 
Christians the world around assemble, worship, sing hymns, read the Bible 
in their own language, give their offerings, decorate their churches with 
meaningful symbols, pass on the gospel story to others, etc. This is all valuable 
relevant material for a World Day of Prayer service, supplemented by an 
equally picturesque portrayal of churches and worshippers in the Primary 
textbook “Come Everyone and Worship” by Armilda B. Keiser. 


Suppose, therefore, that a certain Junior group in your town was invited 
to come to your Day of Prayer service with models of churches of various 
lands, to be placed in a row on a high table, as they explained about these 
houses of worship (see chapters I, II, III in “We Gather Together,’ and 
chapters I, VII, VIII in “Come Everyone and Worship.’) Then another 
Junior group, in costume, came prepared to illustrate ways of being called to 
worship the world around (see chapter II, “Come Everyone and Worship’) 
illustrating with bell, drum and horn the call to prayer on this first Friday 
in Lent. A third group of Juniors could then show ways of singing and 
praising God. (See chapter V in both the Junior and the Primary textbooks, 
also Chapter IX in “We Gather Together.”) Other classes could come pre- 
pared to tell about the Bible being used today in more than a thousand 
different languages (chapter IV, “We Gather Together’); about the 
curiously beautiful ways in which the offering 1s brought (chapter VI, “We 
Gather Together’; chapter V, “Come Everyone and Worship”); about the 
meaning of symbols in every church (chapter VII, “We Gather Together’) 
so that hereafter candle, cross, vine, halo, lamb, eagle, anchor, etc., may have 
a new meaning. 


When the time for prayer comes the leader may find it valuable to adapt 
the suggestion found in this Handbook about naming the fingers of each 
hand for some country before asking the children to clasp their hands in 
prayer for all the children of mankind. (See final paragraphs of special 
section on “Continuing Prayer Groups.’) 


The Missionary Education Movement has also prepared a Junior Teacher’s 
Guide and a Primary Teacher’s Guide (at 25 cents apiece) on “Worship 
Around the World” in case you desire more detailed information for pre- 
paring a children’s program. 
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Program Supplies 


Call to Prayer—free 
Adult Program—‘I am the Way” 2¢ each, $2.00 per hundred. 


Handbook for Day of Prayer Leaders—suggestions for program, promotion, 
publicity, and radio—10¢ each. 


Poster (17 x 22)—5¢. The poster is in two colors, specially designed so that 
it may be cut through the center, and the prayer, without other wording 
on it, preserved after the Day of Prayer is over. 


The 


World Dap 
of 


pRwipa 


FRIDAY 
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1942 
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Offering Suggestions 


The regular worship service Program, on pages 13 to 16, carries most of the 
necessary information about the four interdenominational avenues of service 
among which the World Day of Prayer offering is always divided equally. 
This short account was written to convey the thought that in immediate and 
practical service the audience can indeed follow ‘‘The Way’ as they dis- 
cover the actual footprints of our Lord walking with the Migrants, with 
the Bookless eagerly waiting for Christian Literature, with oriental Christian 
college students, with Indian students in the United States. Silence is a telling 
spokesman! Therefore an increasing number of meetings last year had these 
offering pages in the Program read by the audience in silence. For those 
who wish to add a touch of visualization it is suggested that at the close of 
such a silent reading the organ or piano should play “O Master let me walk 
with Thee in lowly paths of service free’ (Tune, “Maryton”) throughout 
the time in which the offering is to be collected by 8 younger women, 4 of 
whom could even be children— 


(1) Two dressed as Migrants: representing mother and child, the older 
one to carry in her arms a bushel basket filled with fruits and vegetables, 
in the center of which should be a large bowl. After the younger migrant has 
passed the offering plate through each pew in her aisle, she empties the col- 
lection from this pew into the concealed bowl (thus emphasizing one of the 
immediate pieces of work the offering will help). (2) Tavo dressed as 
Orientals: the older one carrying a small empty bookcase on the top shelf of 
which has been fastened an empty collection plate. Into this the smaller 
Oriental empties the offering gathered in each pew. (3) Two dressed as 
college students in cap and gown: (both grown up) One may carry an extra 
mortar board cap, upsidedown, into which the collection from each pew can 
be emptied. (4) Tao dressed as American Indians: (both may be very young, 
or one may represent a mother with a papoose board fastened on her back) 
An Indian woven basket or a pottery bowl held by one of them may receive 
the offering collected in the usual church collection plate in pew after pew. 
This plan silently visualizes for the unimaginative worshipper the type of 
persons her offering will aid. 


Spoken presentations may appeal to you as more effective, and may even 
take the form of four impersonations using the material in the Program. 
In case you wish many more facts send 3 cents to the Home Missions Council, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York City for information about Migrants and 
Indians; send 3 cents to Miss Clementina Butler, Chairman, 36 Vernon Ave., 
Brookline, Mass., for information about Christian Literature; send 3 cents to 
Miss Hilda Olson, Marmion Way, Rockport, Mass. for information about 
Women’s Medical School, Vellore ( a beautiful new leaflet, with pictures, is 
just ready) St. Christopher’s Training College, and Madras Christian College. 
Send 3 cents to Associated Boards of Christian Colleges in China, 150 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, for information about Ginling College, Yenching 
College, and Cheeloo Woman’s Medical College. Send 3 cents to Foreign 
Missions Conference, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City for literature about 
Isabella Thoburn College, India, and Women’s Christian College, Tokyo. 


Hartford, Connecticut reports that it sent around ample publicity about the 
offering “projects” to each church and each minister, two weeks before the 
observance so that no spoken explanation was made about these avenues of 
service; yet everyone was well informed, and the offering was by far the 
largest they had had. 
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®ur World Dap of Prayer Hymn 


In almost every observance held the world around on the first Friday in 
Lent, the service closes with the singing of “The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, is 
Ended.” It may enrich your own service to have it sung in these translations: 


English: The Day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended, 
The darkness falls at Thy behest; 
To Thee our morning hymns ascended, 
Thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 


French: Le jour que Tu donnas, Seigneur, est achevé. 
L’ombre, qui T’obéit, vient douce et solennelle. 
Nos lévres T’ont béni quand le jour s’est levé, 
D’autres chants berceront ce répos sous Ton aile. 


African: Etali Lilo Wa Tu Iha 

(Umbundu) Uteke Wiya Londaka Yove 
Ko Kuove Tua Lombele Omele 
Tu Lomba Vali Ola Yilo. 


Fiji: No Siga Ga Ni Vakacegu 
Sa Oti Mai, Ka Sa Buto; 
Vei Kemuni Ka Sa Solia 
Keiton Sa Sere Tu Oquo. 


Spanish: El dia, Seftor, ha terminado, 
Y en torno ya la sombra este; 
La paz, la dicha que nos diste 
El alma entera embargan ya. 


German: Der Tag den Du uns gabst Herr, endet, 
Du senkst hernieder Dunkelheit, 
Dir wird am Morgen Lob gespendet, 
Dir sei auch unser Schlafgeweiht. 


Norwegian: O Gud, din dag, den er nu slukket, 
Og morket nu for styre staar. 
Den fred, den lykke, du oss skjenket 
La dem faa fange sjelen vaar. 
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3. As o’er each con - ti - nent and is - land 
4. The sun that bids us rest is wak - ing 
5 throne 


dark - ness falls at thy be -  hest; 


While earth rolls on - ward in - to light, 

The dawn leads on an - oth - er day, 

Our breth - ren *neath the west - em sky, 
i proud em -  pires, pass a - way; 


















To thee our mom - ing hymns as - cend - ed, 
Thro’ all the world her watch is keep - ing, 
The voice of prayer is nev - er si - lent, 
And _ hour by hour fresh lips are mak - ing 

dom ; and grows for - ev - er 





praise shall sanc i fy our rest. 
rests not now by day or night. 


Nor dies the strain of praise & - way. 

Thy won - drous do - ings heard on high. 

Till all thy crea - tures own thy sway. A - men. 
Pd . 





Reprinted from the Association Hymnal. 
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@ Call to Braver 


GOES OUT TO ALL PEOPLE 


You are invited to join in a fellowship 
of prayer the world around on the 


World Day of Prayer 


FEBRUARY 20, 1942 
Time: 


Place : 


In preparation for the observance of the World Day of 
Prayer on the first Friday in Lent, February 20, 1942, groups 
and individuals are uniting in prayer—some at eventide on 
Sunday, some in fellowship groups on Monday the year 
around. 


The following supplies for the observance should be ordered 
from denominational Boards: 


Call to Prayer—free (in limited quantities). 


Adult Program—“I Am the Way,’ 2c each, $2.00 per 
hundred. 


Handbook for Day of Prayer Leaders—suggestions for 
program, promotion, publicity, and radio—10c each. 


Poster (17 x 22)—5c. 


The World Day of Prayer is sponsored by the 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF CHURCH WOMEN 


representing 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH WOMEN 
FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE 


HOME MISSIONS COUNCIL 
OF NORTH AMERICA 


Room 63, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, N, Y. 







ather of all mankind, throughout this 
day, and every day, help me to re- 
member that a_very real portion of Thy 
Kingdom has been placed in_my keep- 
ing. Therefore teach me to love Thee: 
with all my mind — that I may think Thy 
thoughts after Thee, from dawn to dark, making 
beautiful and significant each decision of my 
daily living; help me to remove all prejudice 
and small-mindedness, O Lord: 

with all nip heart — that I may love those whom 
Thou lovest, feeling for even the most unlovable 


and difficult of Thy children Thine own ever- 
lastin mercy: 


dastimg mer Cy 
with all nip soul = that I may seek fresh ways 


in which we can all be one in Jesus Christ our 


Lord, praying for Thy divine power to surge 
through my commonplace routine from morning 
till night: 

with all nip strength —that I may work the 
works of Him who sent me while it is day, 
seeking to channel through every act Thy de- 
votion to the needs of both my neighbor and 
myself. Remind me from moment to moment 
that this is not optional, but the last command 


of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Quicken me and 


use me this day, for Thy name's sake, Amen. 
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asting mercy: 
with all nw soul — that I may seek fresh ways 
in which we can all be one in Jesus Christ our 
through my commonplace routine from morning 
with all my strength that I may work the 


seeking to channel through every act Thy de- 





votion to the needs of both my neighbor and 





myself. Remind me from moment to moment 





that this is not optional, but the last command 
of Jesus C rist, our Lord. Quicken me and 
use me this day, for Thy name’s sake, Amen. 
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World Day of Braver Program 


Prepared by 
a group of three women now living in the United States: 


their chairman a former teacher in Ginling College, China, 
now a professor in a Biblical Seminary ; 


the wife of a German pastor, imprisoned in a concentration camp 

abroad, her husband in another, both now doing pastoral work in the 

United States. Their younger son (a student for the ministry) is still 
confined in a concentration camp; 


a French woman who has had no word from her family in France 
for over a year; 


Out of this rich background of faith in the face of discouragements 
and dangers they have prepared this 1942 program. 


THEME: 


“FZ am the Wap” 


—— SILENT MEDITATION —— 


“We would see Jesus, for the shadows lengthen 
Across this little landscape of our life. 
We would see Jesus, our weak faith to strengthen.” 


* * * 
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 


shall draw all men unto Myself.” (John 12:32) 
“I am the Way.” (John 14:6) 
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The World Day of Prayer 


THEME: 


“JS am the Wap” 


INVOCATION 


LEADER: “And it shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” (Isaiah 65:24) 

RESPONSE: “Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree as touching 
anything that ye shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father who 
is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” (Matt. 18:19, 20) 

LEADER: “We are engaged in a great task when we meet together in Worship; 
no less a task than to realize the Divine Presence, and it is our part to 
make ready for that realization and, as far as in us lies, to create an 
atmosphere in which that Presence and Power can touch us into fuller 
life. When once we remember this, we cannot but approach the occasion 
with reverent humility and expectation, and the desire that nothing on 
our part may hinder or disturb... . It is something holy and wonderful 
which we are trying to build up together—the consciousness of the 
presence of God with us here and the reality of communion with Him.” 
(Quotation taken from Friends’ Meeting House, Jordans, England.) 
Feeling His nearness, let us bow in silence to worship Him. 

* * * 

LEADER: Let us stretch our imagination to the ends of the earth to take in 
those other groups of women who, even as we slept, were gathered 
together in prayer; let us visualize those groups who from the north to 
the south of our own continent are at this very moment gathered together; 
let us reach out in spirit to those groups which are still to meet as the 
sun moves westward, 

Conscious of oneness, whatever our nation or race, let us ask the blessing 
of God upon this day of prayer: 


Silent Prayer: 


O Lord unto whom all hearts are open, Thou canst govern the vessel 
of my soul far better than I can. Arise, O Lord, and command the stormy 
wind and the troubled sea of my heart to be still, and at peace in Thee, 
that I may look up to Thee undisturbed, and abide in union with Thee, 
my Lord. Let me not be carried hither and thither by wandering thoughts; 
but forgetting all else, let me see and hear Thee. Renew my spirit; kindle 
in me Thy light, that it may shine within me, and my heart may burn 
in love and adoration towards Thee. Let Thy Holy Spirit dwell in me 
continually, and make me Thy temple and sanctuary. As we unite in 
prayer this day, women in all parts of the world, fill us with divine love 
and light and life, with devout and heavenly thoughts, with comfort and 
strength, with joy and peace. Amen. (4dapted from Johann Arndt, 
1555-1621—German.) 

TO BE PRAYED ALOUD IN UNISON: “Our Father, we thank Thee that Thou 
hast made us Thy children and not Thy hirelings, that Thou hast made 
us heirs and co-heirs with Christ. Pray through us, dream through us, 
vision through us, so that our prayers may be of the warp and woof of 
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eternity—coming from eternity and going on into eternity—infinite and 
irresistible, bringing blessings to all mankind. Amen.” (Glenn Clark) 


Hymn: (Tune: St. Anne. C. M.) 
Spirit divine, attend our prayers Let our whole soul an offering be 
And make this house Thy home; To our Redeemer’s Name. 
Descend with all Thy gracious 

powers; rae Come as the dove: and spread Thy 
O come, great Spirit, come! wings 


The wings of peaceful love; 

And let Thy Church on earth 
become 

Blest as the Church above. 


Come as the light: to us reveal 
Our emptiness and woe; 
And lead us in those paths of life 


Where all the righteous go. Spirit divine, attend our prayers, 
Make a lost world Thy home; 
Come as the fire: and purge our Descend with all Thy gracious 
hearts powers; 
Like sacrificial flame; O come, great Spirit, come! Amen. 
I 


LEADER: J am the Wap: THE WAY MEN HAVE LOST 


“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way: and the Lord hath laid on Him, the iniquity of us all.” 
(Isaiah 53:6) 








SILENT MEDITATION 


LEADER: Hear the word of the Lord as He spoke through Jeremiah, His 
prophet: 

READER: “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way; and walk therein, and ye shall find 
rest for your souls: but they said, We will not walk therein.” (Jeremiah 


6:16) 


“Yea, the stork in the heavens knoweth her appointed times; and the 
turtle-dove and the crane, and the swallow observe the time of their 
Agee but my people know not the judgment of the Lord.” (Jeremiah 
7) 

“Because my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense to 
vanity, and they have caused them to stumble in their ways from the 
ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way not cast up!” (Jeremiah 18:15) 
“Set thee up waymarks, make thee guide-posts; set thy heart toward the 
highway.” (Jeremiah 31:21) 


SILENT MEDITATION 


LEADER: Hear the Word of our Lord Himself as He wept over Jerusalem: 

READER: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stoneth 
them which are sent unto Thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not!” (Matthew 23:37) 

LEADER: “How often would I... and ye would not 


SILENT MEDITATION — 








1? 





LEADER: Let us pray. 
Our Father, we praise Thee that we may come to Thee in penitence, 
knowing that thou art merciful and gracious, We bless Thee for Thy 
patience and readiness to forgive. Hear us, we pray Thee, as we 
acknowledge the sins of our world. All about us there is sin; greed, 
hatred, injustice, wrong-doing, and we remain indifferent. Men have 


turned their backs upon Thee, and have chosen their own ways instead 
of Thine, making of this world a sorry place. Forgive and cleanse us, 
we beseech Thee, for Jesus’ sake. 

RESPONSE: We beseech Thee, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

FIRST VOICE FROM THE CONGREGATION: O God, gracious and merciful, give us, 
we entreat Thee, a humble trust in Thy mercy and suffer not our heart 
to fail us. Though our sins be seven, though our sins be seventy times 
seven, though our sins be more in number than the hairs of our head, yet 
give us grace in living penitence to cast ourselves down into the depth 
of Thy compassion. (Christina G. Rossetti) 

RESPONSE: Give us grace in loving penitence to cast ourselves down into the 
depths of Thy compassion. Amen. 

SECOND VOICE FROM THE CONGREGATION: O Lord help us to turn and seek Thee; 
for Thou has not forsaken Thy creatures as we have forsaken Thee, our 
Creator. Let us turn and seek Thee, for we know Thou art here in our 
hearts, when we confess to Thee, when we cast ourselves upon Thee and 
weep in Thy bosom, after all our rugged ways; and Thou dost gently 
wipe away our tears, and we weep the more for joy; because Thou, 
Lord, who madest us, dost remake and comfort us. (St. Augustine 354-530) 

RESPONSE: Thou, Lord, who madest us, dost remake and comfort us. Amen. 


Prayer Hymn: (Tune: “Woodworth”) 


Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid’st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 


Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come! 


II 
LEADER: J am the Way: THE WAY BACK TO GOD 


“No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) 

LEADER: Merciful and gracious is our God. Let us hear His promises of for- 
giveness and give Him thanks: 

READER: “Jf my people which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will 
I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 
(II Chronicles 7:14) 

RESPONSE: Forgive our sin and heal our land. 

READER: “He will be very gracious unto théé at the voice of thy cry; when He 
shall hear it, He will answer thee. And though the Lord give you the 
bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers 
be removed into a corner anymore, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers: 
And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee saying: This 1s the way, 
walk ye in it.” (Isaiah 30:19-21) 

RESPONSE: “This is the way, walk ye in it.” 

LEADER: “We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous, 
and He is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also 
for the whole world.” (I John 2:1-2) 

Let us hear Him speak and give Him praise: 

READER: “J am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of 
mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of 
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this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and 
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” (John 10:14-16) 

RESPONSE: May there be one fold and one shepherd. 

READER: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 

RESPONSE: Lord, may we earn Thy rest. 


Prayer Hymn: (To be read in unison) : 
Thou art the Way: to Thee alone ~ Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life: 


From sin and death we flee; Grant us that Way to know, 
And he who would the Father seek That Truth to keep, that Life to win, 
Must seek Him, Lord, by Thee. Where joys eternal flow. (11:39) 

Ill 


LEADER: J am the Way: THE WAY OF SELF-SURRENDER 


“Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross, and follow me.” (Mark 8:34) 


Quiet Music: 


O Sacred Head Now Wounded. Tune: 7.6.7.6.D-Bach Passion Chorale 

LEADER: “Then saith He unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death; tarry ye here, and watch with me. And He went a little farther, 
and fell on His face, and prayed, saying: O my Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me: nevertheless, not as I will but as Thou wilt. 
He went again a second time, and prayed saying: O my Father, if this 
cup may not pass from me except I drink it, Thy will be done.” 
(Matthew 26:38, 39, 42) 

RESPONSE: “Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we 
did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.” (Isaiah 53:14) 

LEADER: “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, 
that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down 
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
This commandment have I received ‘of my Father.” (John 10:17-18) 

RESPONSE: “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with 
His stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5) 


Hymn: Tune: “Passion Chorale,’ or “Aurelia” 


What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered What language shall I borrow 
Was all for sinner’s gain: To thank Thee, dearest Friend, 
Mine, mine was the transgression, For this Thy dying sorrow, 

But Thine the deadly pain. Thy pity without end? 

Lo, here I fall, my Saviour: O make me Thine for ever, 

’Tis I deserve Thy place; And should I fainting be, 

Look on me with Thy favor, Lord, let me never, never 
Vouchsafe to me Thy grace. Outlive my love to Thee. Amen. 


READER: “But Jesus called them to Him, and saith unto them, Ye know that 
they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise leadership 
over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them, But so 
shall it not be among you: but whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall 
be servant of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 


10:42-45) 


LEADER: Let us pray that our own lives may be dedicated to Him anew. 
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EXTEMPORANEOUS PRAYERS BY MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGREGATION 
LEADER: Let us pray for the rulers of the world, that their hearts may be 
turned to God. 


EXTEMPORANEOUS PRAYERS BY MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGREGATION 


IV 
LEADER: J am the Way: THE WAY OF PEACE 


“These things have I spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have over- 
come the world.” (John 16:33) 


Quiet Music: “Peace, Perfect Peace.” (Tune: “Pax Tecum”) 


LEADER: “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel for He hath visited and 
wrought redemption for His people.” (Luke 1:68) 

RESPONSE: ‘““To shine upon them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death; 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” (Luke 1:79) 

LEADER: Our Father and our God, Thou knowest that of a truth in this sorry 
world of ours we see tribulation on every side. Terror and suffering are 
stalking about us; all things are shaken; we face a future that threatens 
us with its uncertainties; many of us have already been called upan to 
walk through the valley of the shadow. Grant that in the stillness of 
this hour we may know that Thou art with us, that our hearts may be 
quieted within. Open our ears that in faith we may hear our Lord Him- 
self speaking and may accept anew His gift of peace. 

READER: “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father's house there are many mansions: if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. These things 
have I spoken unto you while yet abiding with you. But the Comforter, 
even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He shall 
teach you all things, and shall bring to your remembrance all that I said 
unto you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you, not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid.” (John 14:1, 2, 25, 27) 

LEADER: Let us give thanks to God for the gifts of His peace. 

SILENT PRAYER — 

LEADER: The Lord is at hand. 

READER: “In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with Pas aiving: let your requests be made known unto God.” (Philip- 
pians 4:6) 

LEADER: Whatever cares may be weighing upon us, let us take God at His 
word, and bring them to Him, thanking Him for His understanding, for 
His unfailing love, and for His power to help us face our trials 
victoriously. 


EXTEMPORANEOUS PRAYERS BY MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGREGATION 
LEADER: Let us pray for each other and for our suffering sisters throughout 
the world, that even in the midst of war, within our hearts His peace 
may become a reality. 
EXTEMPORANEOUS PRAYERS BY MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGREGATION 
READER: And the peace of God which passeth all understanding shall guard 
your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. 
“Let not your heart be troubled.” “My peace I give unto you.” 





LEADER: “His will is our peace,’ said Dante. And when we yield our wills 
to Him we find it true. We know His peace within, and when we yield 
our wills to Him we find ourselves at peace with our fellowmen. “His 
will is our peace,” and it transcends a!! barriers of nationality, race, and 
class—even the barrier of war, for in Him we are one. 

‘Let us pause to realize this fact. 


—— SILENT MEDITATION — 


READER: “For ye are all sons of God, through faith in Christ Jesus. For as 
many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ. There can 
be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, there can 
be no male or female, for ye all are one in Christ Jesus.’. (Galatians 


3:26-28) 


Hymn: (Audience standing) . TunestastePpeler an Cae. 
In Christ there is no East or West, Join hands, then brothers of the 

In Him no South or North, faith, 

But one great fellowship of love Whate’er your race may be. 
Throughout the whole wide earth. Who serves my Father as a son 


; Is surely kin to me. 
In Him shall true hearts everywhere 


Their high communion find; In Christ now meet both East and 
His service is the golden cord West, 
Close binding all humankind. In Him meet South and North; 


All Christly souls are one in Him 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 
Amen. 
LEADER: Let us hear the vision of Isaiah: 


READER: “And it shall come to pass in the latter days, that the mountain of 
the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And 
many peoples shall go and say: Come ye, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us 
of His ways, and we will walk in His paths, for out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 


And He will judge between the nations, and will decide concerning many 
peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks,; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. O House of Jacob, come ye and 
let us walk in the light of the Lord.” (Isaiah 2:2-5) 


LEADER: Believing that this vision will one day be fulfilled, let us pray 
together: , 
“God of all nations, 
We pray Thee for all peoples of thy earth; 
For those who are consumed in mutual hatred and bitterness; 
For those who make bloody war upon their neighbors; 
For those who tyrannously oppress; 
For those who groan under cruelty and subjection 
We pray thee for all those who bear rule and responsibility ; 
For child races and dying races; 
For outcast tribes, the backward, and the downtrodden 
For the ignorant, the wretched, the enslaved. 


We beseech Thee to teach mankind to live together in peace, 
No man exploiting the weak, no man hating the strong, 

Each race workng out its own destiny, 

Unfettered, self-respecting, fearless, 


Teach us to be worthy of freedom, 
Free from social wrong, free from individual oppression and contempt 
Pure of heart and hand, despising none, defrauding none, 
Giving to all men—in all the dealings of life— 
The honor we owe to those who are Thy children, 
Whatever their colour, their race, or their caste. Amen.” 
(Prayer for Racial Reconciliation—Hoyland.) 


LEADER: Recognizing that peace begins with individuals and that we our- 
selves have a responsibility in this, let us pray: 
RESPONSE: ‘Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace! 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace!” (St. Francis of Assisi, 
1182-1226, Italian) 


Vv 
LEADER: J am the Way: THE WAY OF LOVE 


“Having loved His own, He loved them to the uttermost.” 
SILENT MEDITATION —— 


“The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying: Yea, I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness have I 
drawn thee.” (Jeremiah 31:3) 

LEADER: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 
(John 3:16) 

LEADER: “Be ye therefore imitators of God, as ‘beloved children; and walk in 
love, even as Christ also loved you, and gave himself up for us an 
offering and a sacrifice to God.” (Ephesians 5-1-2) 

RESPONSE: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends. Ye are my friends if ye do the things which I command 
you.” (John 15:13-14) 

LEADER: “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; 
even as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples if ye have love one to another.” 
(John 13:34-35) 

RESPONSE: “Hereby know we love, because he laid down His life for us: 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” (I John 3:16) 
LEADER: “But whoso hath the world’s goods, and beholdeth his brother in 
need, and shutteth up his compassion from him, how doth the love of 

God abide in Him?” (I John 3:17) 

RESPONSE: “Let us not love.in word, neither in tongue, but in deed .and in 

truth.” (I John 3:18) 


—— SILENT MEDITATION —— 


READER: “Jf I speak with the tongues of men and of angels but have not love, 
I am become sounding brass, or a clanging cymbal, And if I have the 
gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am noth- 
ing. And if I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give my 
body to be burned, but have not love, it profiteth me nothing. Love 
suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is 
not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, 1s not 
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provoked, taketh not account of evil; rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but 
rejoiceth with the truth; beareth all things; believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things. Love never faileth.” (I Corinthians 13:1-8) 


LEADER: Let us pray: 

READER: 

I listen to the agony of God— 

I who am fed, 

Who never yet went hungry for a 
day. 

I see the dead— 

The children starved for lack of 
bread— 

I see and try to pray. 


I listen to the agony of God— 

I who am warm, 

Who never yet have lacked a 
sheltering home. 

In dull alarm 

The dispossessed of hut and farm 

Aimless and ‘transient’ roam. 


I listen to the agony of God— 

I who am strong, 

With health and love and laughter 
in my soul 

I see a throng 

Of stunted children reared in wrong, 

And wish to make them whole. 


I listen to the agony of God— 

But know full well 

That not until I share their bitter 

cry— 

Earth’s pain and hell— 

Can God within my spirit dwell 

To bring His kingdom nigh. 
(Georgia Harkness) 


Prayer in unison: 


“QO divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love, for 
it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.” 
(St. Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226) 
VI 


PRESENTATION OF OFFERING: Let Us Bring an Offering and Come 
Into His Courts with Thanksgiving. 


Presentation of the four special fields of work supported by our World 
Day of Prayer offering. 
This may be either (1) a silent presentation with the audience reading 
pages 13-16 of this program in complete silence; or (2) a spoken presen- 
tation by four speakers. For further details, see “Handbook for World 
Day of Prayer Leaders.” 

Vil 


LEADER: J am the Way: THE WAY OF LIGHT 


“T am the Light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in the 
darkness but shall have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

LEADER: “And they shall look unto the earth and, behold, distress and darkness, 
the gloom of anguish.” (Isaiah 8:22) 

RESPONSE: Behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish. 

LEADER: “The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?” 
(Psalm 27:1) 

RESPONSE: Whom shall I fear? 

LEADER: ‘““The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they 
that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
shined.” (Isaiah 9:2) 

RESPONSE: Upon them hath the light shined. 

LEADER: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the govern- 
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ment shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counselor.” (Isatah 9:6) | 

RESPONSE: His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor. 

LEADER: “For with Thee is the fountain of life, 
In Thy light shall we see light.” (Psalm 36:9) 

RESPONSE: In thy light shall we see light. 


Hymn: (Tune: “Crusaders’ Hymn,’ 5.6.8.5.5.8.) 


Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 
Robed in the blooming garb of spring; Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 


Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 
And all the twinkling starry host. Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, 
Than all the angels heaven can boast. 

READER: “For ye were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord: walk 

as children of light; for the fruit of the spirit is in all goodness and 
righteousness and truth; proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.” 
(Ephesians 5:8-10) 
“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 
Neither do men light a lamp and put it under the bushel, but on the 
stand; and it shineth unto all that are in the house. Even so let your 
light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in Heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16) 

LEADER: Let us pray— 
“OQ Thou holy and unspeakable, Thou wonderful and mighty God, whose 
power and wisdom hath no end, before whom all powers tremble, at 
whose glance the heavens and the earth flee away, Thou art love, Thou 
art my Father, and I will love and worship Thee for ever and ever! 
Thou hast deigned to show pity on me, and a ray from Thy light hath 
shone upon mine inward eye. Guide me on into the perfect light, that it 
may illumine me wholly, and that all darkness may flee away. Let the 
holy flame of Thy love so burn in my heart that it be made pure, and 
I may see Thee, O God; for it is the pure in heart who see Thee. Thou 
hast set me free; Thou hast drawn me to Thee; therefore forsake me not, 
but keep me always in Thy grace. Guide me and rule me, and perfect 
me for Thy Kingdom.” (St. Augustine 354-430) 

RESPONSE: Guide me and rule me, and perfect me for Thy Kingdom. Amen. 


VII 


LEADER: J am the Way: THE WAY OF POWER 
“Apart from me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5) 


Hymn: (Tune: “Need” 6.4.6.4.) 
I need thee every hour, I need Thee every hour, 

Stay thou near by, In joy or pain 

Temptations lose their power Come quickly and abide, 

When thou art nigh. Or life is vain. 

I need Thee, O I need Thee, I need Thee, O I need Thee 

Every hour I need Thee! Every hour I need Thee! 

O bless me now, my Saviour, O bless me now, my Saviour— 

I come to Thee! I come to Thee! Amen. 


LEADER: “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therein to be content. I 
know how to be abased, and I know also how to abound; in everything 
and in all things have I learned the secret both to be filled and to be 
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hungry, both to abound and to be in want. I can do all things in Him that 
strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:12-13) 

RESPONSE: “And He hath said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I 
glory in my weaknesses that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in weaknesses, in injuries, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake, for when I am weak, then 
am I strong. (II Corinthians 12 :9-10) 

LEADER: Let us pray: 

“OQ Thou God omnipotent, who so‘carest for every one of us, as if Thou 
carest for him alone; and so for all, as if al! were but one: Blessed is 
the man who loveth Thee, and his friends in Thee, and his enemy for 
Thee. For he only loses none dear to him, to whom all are dear in Him 
who cannot be lost. And who is that but our God, the God that made 
heaven and earth, and filleth them, even by filling them creating them. 
Thy law is truth, and truth is Thyself, I behold how some things pass 
away that others may replace them, but Thou dost never depart, O God, 
my Father supremely good, Beauty of all things beautiful. To Thee 
will I intrust whatsoever I have received from Thee, so shall I lose 
nothing. Thou madest me for Thyself, and my heart is restless until it 
rests in Thee.” (St. Augustine (354-439) 

RESPONSE: My heart is restless until it rests in Thee. Amen. 

READER: “dnd Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

LEADER: “But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon you, 
and ye shall be my witnesses, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

Let us lift our hearts in silent prayer that we may each one of us—and 
all of us throughout the world—receive His Spirit in fuller measure. 
RESPONSE: Lord, send us forth to be Thy witnesses in the round of daily 

living, wherever we may be. 

LEADER: “Whatsoever is begotten of God overcometh the world: and this is 
the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith.” (I John 5:4) 
Thomas saith unto Him, “Lord, how can we know the way?” 

Jesus saith unto him, “I am the Way.” 

RESPONSE: Lord, how can we know the way? 


Hymn: (Tune: “National Hymn” 10.10.10.10.) 


We come to Thee, Thou Highway of our God, 
Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Flame, 
Our Fathers came, They were not put to shame; 
We come to Thee, Thou Highway of our God. 
We follow Thee, Thou Highway to our God, 
Who can respond? But Thou dost us command, 
We will obey, with Thee at our right hand, 
Nor turn aside, Thou Highway of our God. Amen (Wilbert W. ae 
RESPONSE: Lord, nr can we know the way? 
READER: I am the Way: the Way men have lost. 
I am the Way: the Way back to God. 
I am the Way: the Way of self-surrender. 
I am the Way: the Way of peace. 
I am the Way: the Way of love. 
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I am the Way: the Way of light. 
I am the Way: the Way of power. 

LEADER: “And the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, 
establish, strengthen you. To Him be glory and dominion for ever and 


ever. Amen.” (I Peter 5:10-11) 
Closing Hymn: 


The day Thou gavest, Lord is ended, 

The darkness falls at Thy behest; 

To Thee our morning hymns 
ascended, 

Thy praise shall hallow now our 
rest. 


We thank Thee that Thy Church 
unsleeping, 

While earth rolls onward into light, 

Through all the world her watch is 
keeping, 

And rests not now by day or night. 


As o’er each continent and island 
The dawn leads on another day, 


(Tune: St. Clement 9.8.8.) 


The sun that bids us rest is waking 
Our brethren ’neath the western sky, 
And hour by hour fresh lips are 
making 
The wondrous doings heard on high. 


So be it, Lord; Thy throne shall 
never, 
Like earth’s proud empires, pass 
away; 
Thy kingdom stands and grows 
forever, 
Till all Thy creatures own Thy 
sway. 
John Ellerton 


The voice of prayer is never silent, 
Nor dies the strain of praise away. 


—— 


He Is “The Wav” 
WE FOLLOW THROUGH OUR OFFERINGS 


down 


Four Interdenominational Avenues of Service 


(A Period of Silent, or Spoken Meditation) 


If the leader announces a Period of Silent Meditation, the audience should be 
requested to turn to this page and read quietly, without interruption. If the 
projects are to be presented orally, the Leader should make no reference to 
these pages. 


OFFERING LEADER: One of the most memorable sentences in “Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress” is said with much tenderness by Mr. Standfast: “ I have loved to 
hear my Lord spoken of; and wherever I have seen the print of His 
shoe in the earth, there I have coveted to set my foot also.” 


We have reached the moment in our service when we too—knowing that 
our Lord has gone ahead of us saying “I am the Way’’—can now see the 
actual print of His shoe in this earth, and there can delight to set ours 
also! For through the combined contributions from other World Day of 
Prayer observances in the United States, we have been able to follow in 
His footsteps—with four interdenominational avenues of: service of such 
scope and strategy that it has always seemed as if our Lord had indeed 
gone ahead of us in all these special places. 


MIGRANTS 


Of all those who travel the highroads of our land, the migratory workers 
are the loneliest of all. Homeless, hopeless and penniless, they are forever 
on the move from farm to farm, from orchard to orchard, seeking each new 
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crop in season; here a week, there a week, belonging nowhere, wanted 
nowhere after their hands have picked or packed the fruits and vegetables 
for our dinner tables. Four million of them—picking—packing—canning, then 
moving on, wearily unconscious of the Master Workman of the race who 
still precedes them, as in Isaiah 63:78, 9: “I will mention the loving-kindness 
of the Lord, for He said: Surely these are my people... In all their afflic- 
tion, He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them; in His 
love and in His pity He redeemed them, and He bore them, and carried 
them all the days of old.” 


This passage might well haunt us if we had not, with the same “loving-kind- 
ness,” spent a fourth of our World Day of Prayer offerings to maintain over 
60 migrant Christian centers where the “afflicted” now find a Christian 
nurse to care for their ills, where anxious parents find a nursery for babies 
too small to be left alone. This past year a beautiful miracle has taken place 
because of an increase in our Day of Prayer offerings in 1941: new Centers 
have been opened in several desperately needy places; a minister and his 
wife and a community helper have all been added to the year-round staff of 
workers—thus making it possible to reach more thousands of migrants. 

O Master, let me walk with Thee in lowly paths of service free, 

Tell me Thy secret; help me bear the strain of toil, the fret of care. 


CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 

Wherever the world’s most compelling Story-teller walked on this earth, 
there would always gather a knot of fascinated men, women and little chil- 
dren to listen; farmers relished the stories because He likened the Kingdom 
of Heaven to four kinds of soil—housewives suddenly became aware of the 
mysterious power of this Kingdom, because Hr likened it to the leaven at 
work in their very kitchens—the imaginations of boys and girls were cap- 
tured, because they too had called to playmates in the market-place and 
had been disappointed... 
Therefore you can be very sure that your Christian Literature project is 
following in our Lord’s footsteps, because it devotes itself exclusively to the 
sending of just such striking stories in religious periodicals across thresholds 
into areas where, even tomorrow, a living messenger may not be able to go. 
Sponsoring such printed words, by proxy we enter home after home in China, 
where The Star is delivered to housewives able to read only simplified 
Chinese, or The Woman’s Messenger to those whose schooling has been more 
advanced, where Happy Childhood goes to boys and girls, and The Christian 
Farmer to the man with the plow sowing seed in his good earth. Over in 
India where hundreds of different dialects are spoken, The Treasure Chest 
is published monthly in eleven dialects, and such a famous person as Rabin- 
dranath Tagore kept the latest copy on a table in his home. The magazines 
are warmly endorsed by the Boards of Education in all the leading provinces 
in India. There are stories about the earth and its Maker, the human body 
and its care, the home and its improvement, heroes and their influence. Each 
copy at a door is like a stepping-stone toward far horizons—a fresh call to 
follow Him who is The Way. 
The increased offering last February has just opened the most timely new 
avenue of service—for at a recent congress on Christian Literature in Mexico 
City the delegates of 20 Latin-American republics approved the printing of 
The Friend of Youth to serve all the Spanish-speaking countries, with a pos- 
sible Portuguese edition for Brazil. This will be like a road-map for Chris- 
tian international friendships just when youth is at the crossroads. Mention 
must also be made of El Taliba which has now had several years of widening 
influence among Christian and Moslem youth in Egypt. 

Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear winning word of love, 

Teach me the wayward feet to stay, and guide them in the homeward way. 
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UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGES 


Some of the very girls who yesterday were eagerly reading your Christian 
magazines, are today seeking to enter the eight union Christian colleges 
for young women in the Orient which the World Day of Prayer offering has 
always helped to maintain. And here again we see our Lord as “The Way.” 
Just as He ‘elt it imperative to train a group of 12 disciples, so He still 
has need of trained leaders for tomorrow—and these eight colleges (in China, 
India, Japan) graduate about 200 young women each year to become teachers, 
doctors, nurses, social service workers, rural reconstruction experts, writers, 
musicians, dietitians, Y.W.C.A. secretaries and home-makers. Many roads 
beckon to them on commencement day: government posts, public schools, 
and business positions offer larger salaries, yet it is to the distinctly Christian 
form of service that their feet turn. 


Three of these interdenominational institutions are in China: Yenching Col- 
lege, in Peking; The Woman’s Medical College of Cheeloo University, now 
located on the campus of the West China Union University in Chengtu, 
where Ginling College has also moved from Nanking—an heroic trek of 
over 2,000 miles. Yet there are girls who walked the entire distance in spite 
of bombs, floods, poverty. (Their famous campus in Nanking is now given 
over to reconstruction work among refugee women—12,000 of whom found 
sanctuary within the college gates in one year!) 


Four of the union colleges are in India: Madras Christian College for 
Women, in Madras; St. Christopher’s Training College, also in Madras, still 
uncomfortably located in the little houses considered “temporary” in the be- 
ginning—but the quality of the graduates is influencing all India. Dr. Ida 
Scudder’s famous Missionary Medical College for Women in Vellore is now 
in critical need of assistance—since the British Government requires four 
instead of three years of training for a degree, which increases the need for 
new equipment, teachers, scholarships, buildings. Lastly, there is the /sabella 
Thoburn College in Lucknow, bearing a name honored in church annals. It, 
too, is preparing straight paths in the desert for the Lord. 


The Woman’s Christian College in Tokyo has been a milestone on this 
widening highway, each bypath becoming a thoroughfare for freedom where- 
ever the young women of any race have stepped out fearlessly—determined 
to follow in His footprints— 


Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee in closer, dearer company, 
In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, in trust that triumphs over 
wrong. 


INDIAN STUDENTS IN U. S. GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS 


It was the American Indians themselves who coined the significant phrase: 
“Walking the Jesus road,” in appreciation of the divine goodwill which could 
give such a glorious sense of direction to their futures! For here was the 
red man, accustomed to centuries of roaming freely over a whole continent, 
wise in the lore of secret trails through forests primeval, suddenly confined 
to government reservations on the least desirable land. A papoose tied on his 
mother’s back became almost a symbol of an entire race—going ahead back- 
ward, as it were! 

Therefore we may find peculiar joy in discovering that the World Day of 
Prayer offering helps to make a more straightforward pilgrimage possible, 
since for a number of years these offerings have been providing Religious 
Work Directors in five government schools for the American Indians. 
During other years our Day of Prayer contributions have maintained Direc- 
tors in five institutions: Chemawa Indian School, Chemawa, Oregon; Sher- 
man Institute, Riverside, California; Albuquerque Indian School, Albuquer- 
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que, New Mexico; Flandreau Training School, Flandreau, South Dakota; 
Haskell Institute, Lawrence, Kansas. 


Last year’s larger offering made it possible to place Religious Work Direc- 
tors in two more schools; this means that we are now reaching hundreds of 
additional students at Chilocco Indian Agricultural School, Oklahoma, and at 
Phoenix Indian School, Phoenix, Arizona. In Phoenix the Director also con- 
ducts leadership training courses at a nearby Christian school—a highway of 
hope in the desert, instead of a “dead end” street. 


In hope that sends a shining ray far down the future’s broadening way; 
In peace that only Thou canst give; with Thee, O Master, let me live. 
Amen. 


OFFERING LEADER: Four avenues of service—and our one gift divided equally 
among them, that the imperishable beauty of His footprints in the earth 
may become “The Way” for all men everywhere. 


—,_ 


World Day of Prayer 


OFFERINGS 


Send checks or money orders payable either to the Foreign Missions 
Conference, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York, or the Home Mis- 
sions Council of North America, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, New York. 


A REPORT BLANK 


is enclosed with each order of programs; the General Chairman in charge 
of a local program is requested to fill it out and return promptly, so that 
each community may be recorded. 


SUPPLIES 
The Call to Prayer, free. 


Poster (17 x 22), 5 cents. 
Worship Program for Adults and Young People—“‘I am the Way.” 
2 cents each, $2.00 per 100. 


Handbook (This revised Handbook will be essential for each General 
Chairman responsible for a program méeting, for the booklet will have 
promotion and publicity suggestions; two new radio programs for use 
on our local station; suggested programs for rural areas, children’s 
meetings, prayer groups, etc.) 10 cents. 


Supplies should be ordered from denominational Mission Boards. When 
ordering, please include remittance for material, so as to save expense 
of billing. 

The World Day of Prayer is sponsored by 
THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF CHURCH WOMEN 
representing 
FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH WOMEN 
HOME MISSIONS COUNCIL OF NORTH AMERICA 
Room 63, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, New York 


LITHO IN U.S. A. 
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with all ny mind — that I may think Thy 
thoughts alter Thee, from dawn to dark, making 
Beautiful and significant each decision of my 
with all mp heart —that I may love those whom 
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in which we can all be one in Jesus Christ our 
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seeking to channel through every act Thy de- 





votion to the needs of both my neighbor and 
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that this is not optional, but the last command 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Quicken me and 
use me this day, for Thy name’ s sake, Amen, 
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FEBRUARY 20, 1942 











World Day of Braver Program 


Prepared by 
a group of three women now living in the United States: 


their chairman a former teacher in Ginling College, China, 
now a professor in a Biblical Seminary ; 


the wife of a German pastor, imprisoned in a concentration camp 

abroad, her husband in another, both now doing pastoral work in the 

United States. Their younger son (a student for the ministry) is still 
confined in a concentration camp; 


a French woman who has had no word from her family in France 
for over a year; 


Out of this rich background of faith in the face of discouragements 
and dangers they have prepared this 1942 program. 


THEME: 


“J am the Wap” 


—— SILENT MEDITATION — 


“We would see Jesus, for the shadows lengthen 
Across this little landscape of our life. 
We would see Jesus, our weak faith to strengthen.” 


* * * 
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 


shall draw all men unto Myself.” (John 12:32) 
“I am the Way.” (John 14:6) 





PES rE ES A ARE ae RR eG TEE RR Rt aI MEL AR OI NIT ET RTT i YE 


The World Day ot Prayer 


THEME: 


“J am the Wap” 


INVOCATION 


LEADER: “And it shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” (Isaiah 65:24) 

RESPONSE: “Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree as touching 
anything that ye shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father who 
is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” (Matt. 18:19, 20) 

LEADER: ‘We are engaged in a great task when we meet together in Worship; 
no less a task than to realize the Divine Presence, and it is our part to 
make ready for that realization and, as far as in us lies, to create an 
atmosphere in which that Presence and Power can touch us into fuller 
life. When once we remember this, we cannot but approach the occasion 
with reverent humility and expectation, and the desire that nothing on 
our part may hinder or disturb... It is something holy and wonderful 
which we are trying to build up together—the consciousness of the 
presence of God with us here and the reality of communion with Him.” 
(Quotation taken from Friends’ Meeting House, Jordans, England.) 
Feeling His nearness, let us bow in silence to worship Him. 

* * * 

LEADER: Let us stretch our imagination to the ends of the earth to take in 
those other groups of women who, even as we slept, were gathered 
together in prayer; let us visualize those groups who from the north to 
the south of our own continent are at this very moment gathered together; 
let us reach out in spirit to those groups which are still to meet as the 
sun moves westward. 

Conscious of oneness, whatever our nation or race, let us ask the blessing 
of God upon this day of prayer: 


Silent Prayer: 


O Lord unto whom all hearts are open, Thou canst govern the vessel 
of my soul far better than I can. Arise, O Lord, and command the stormy 
wind and the troubled sea of my heart to be still, and at peace in Thee, 
that I may look up to Thee undisturbed, and abide in union with Thee, 
my Lord. Let me not be carried hither and thither by wandering thoughts; 
but forgetting all else, let me see and hear Thee. Renew my spirit; kindle 
in me Thy light, that it may shine within me, and my heart may burn 
in love and adoration towards Thee. Let Thy Holy Spirit dwell in me 
continually, and make me Thy temple and sanctuary. As we unite in 
prayer this day, women in all parts of the world, fill us with divine love 
and light and life, with devout and heavenly thoughts, with comfort and 
strength, with joy and peace. Amen. (Adapted from Johann Arndt, 
1555-1621—German.) 

TO BE PRAYED ALOUD IN UNISON: “Our Father, we thank Thee that Thou 
hast made us Thy children and not Thy hirelings, that Thou hast made 
us heirs and co-heirs with Christ. Pray through us, dream through us, 
vision through us, so that our prayers may be of the warp and woof of 
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eternity—coming from eternity and going on into eternity—infinite and 
irresistible, bringing blessings to all mankind. Amen.” (Glenn Clark) 


Hymn: (Tune: St. Anne. C. M.) 
Spirit divine, attend our prayers Let our whole soul an offering be 
And make this house Thy home; To our Redeemer’s Name. 
Descend with all Thy gracious 

powers; Ms Come as the dove: and spread Thy 
O come, great Spirit, come! wings 


The wings of peaceful love; 

And let Thy Church on earth 
become 

Blest as the Church above. 


Come as the light: to us reveal 
Our emptiness and woe; 
And lead us in those paths of life 


Where all the righteous go. Spirit divine, attend our prayers, 
Make a lost world Thy home; 
Come as the fire: and purge our Descend with all Thy gracious 
hearts powers; 
Like sacrificial flame; O come, great Spirit, come! Amen. 
I 


LEADER: J am the Wap: THE WAY MEN HAVE LOST 


“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way: and the Lord hath laid on Him, the iniquity of us all.” 
(Isaiah 53:6) 





SILENT MEDITATION —— 


LEADER: Hear the word of the Lord as He spoke through Jeremiah, His 
prophet: 

READER: “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way; and walk therein, and ye shall find 
Aah) your souls: but they said, We will not walk therein.” (Jeremiah 

16) 


“Yea, the stork in the heavens knoweth her appointed times; and the 
turtle-dove and the crane, and the swallow observe the time of their 
coming; but my people know not the judgment of the Lord.” (Jeremiah 
8:7) 


“Because my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense to 
vanity, and they have caused them to stumble in their ways from the 
ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way not cast up!” (Jeremiah 18:15) 
“Set thee up waymarks, make thee guide-posts; set thy heart toward the 
highway.” (Jeremiah 31:21) 

SILENT MEDITATION 


LEADER: Hear the Word of our Lord Himself as He wept over Jerusalem: 

READER: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stoneth 
them which are sent unto Thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not!” (Matthew 23:37) 

LEADER: “How often would I... and ye would not 


SILENT MEDITATION — 
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LEADER: Let us pray. 
Our Father, we praise Thee that we may come to Thee in penitence, 
knowing that thou art merciful and gracious. We bless Thee for Thy 
patience and readiness to forgive. Hear us, we pray Thee, as we 
acknowledge the sins of our world. All about us there is sin; greed, 
hatred, injustice, wrong-doing, and we remain indifferent. Men have 


turned their backs upon Thee, and have chosen their own ways instead 
of Thine, making of this world a sorry place. Forgive and cleanse us, 
we beseech Thee, for Jesus’ sake. 

RESPONSE: We beseech Thee, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

FIRST VOICE FROM THE CONGREGATION: O God, gracious and merciful, give us, 
we entreat Thee, a humble trust in Thy mercy and suffer not our heart 
to fail us. Though our sins be seven, though our sins be seventy times 
seven, though our sins be more in number than the hairs of our head, yet 
give us grace in living penitence to cast ourselves down into the depth 
of Thy compassion. (Christina G. Rossetti) 

RESPONSE: Give us grace in loving penitence to cast ourselves down into the 
depths of Thy compassion. Amen. 

SECOND VOICE FROM THE CONGREGATION: O Lord help us to turn and seek Thee; 
for Thou has not forsaken Thy creatures as we have forsaken Thee, our 
Creator. Let us turn and seek Thee, for we know Thou art here in our 
hearts, when we confess to Thee, when we cast ourselves upon Thee and 
weep in Thy bosom, after all our rugged ways; and Thou dost gently 
wipe away our tears, and we weep the more for joy; because Thou, 
Lord, who madest us, dost remake and comfort us. (St. Augustine 354-530) 

RESPONSE: Thou, Lord, who madest us, dost remake and comfort us. Amen. 


Prayer Hymn: (Tune: “Woodworth”) 


Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid’st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 


Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come! 


II 
LEADER: J am the Way: THE WAY BACK TO GOD 


“No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) 

LEADER: Merciful and gracious is our God. Let us hear His promises of for- 
giveness and give Him thanks: 

READER: “If my people which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will 
I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 
(II Chronicles 7:14) 

RESPONSE: Forgive our sin and heal our land. 

READER: “He will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when He 
shall hear it, He will answer thee. And though the Lord give you the 
bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers 
be removed into a corner anymore, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers: 
And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee saying: This 1s the way, 
walk ye in it.” (Isaiah 30:19-21) 

RESPONSE: “This is the way, walk ye in it.” 

LEADER: “We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous, 
and He is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also 
for the whole world.” (I John 2:1-2) 

Let us hear Him speak and give Him praise: 

READER: “J am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of 
mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of 
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this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and 
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” (John 10:14-16) 

RESPONSE: May there be one fold and one shepherd. 

READER: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 

RESPONSE: Lord, may we earn Thy rest. 


Prayer Hymn: (To be read in unison) : 
Thou art the Way: to Thee alone Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life: 


From sin and death we flee; Grant us that Way to know, 
And he who would the Father seek That Truth to keep, that Life to win, 
Must seek Him, Lord, by Thee. Where joys eternal flow. (11:39) 

Ill 


LEADER: J am the Way: THE WAY OF SELF-SURRENDER 


“Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross, and follow me.” (Mark 8:34) 


Ouiet Music: 


O Sacred Head Now Wounded. Tune: 7.6.7.6.D-Bach Passion Chorale 

LEADER: “Then saith He unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death; tarry ye here, and watch with me. And He went a little farther, 
and fell on His face, and prayed, saying: O my Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me: nevertheless, not as I will but as Thou wilt. 
He went again a second time, and prayed saying: O my Father, if this 
cup may not pass from me except I drink it, Thy will be done.” 
(Matthew 26:38, 39, 42) 

RESPONSE: “Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we 
did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.” (Isaiah 53:14) 

LEADER: “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, 
that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down 
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
This commandment have I received of my Father.” (John 10:17-18) 

RESPONSE: ‘‘But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with 
His stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5) 


Hymn: Tune: “Passion Chorale,’ or “Aurelia” 


What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered What language shall I borrow 
Was all for sinner’s gain: To thank Thee, dearest Friend, 
Mine, mine was the transgression, For this Thy dying sorrow, 

But Thine the deadly pain. Thy pity without end? 

Lo, here I fall, my Saviour: O make me Thine for ever, 

*Tis I deserve Thy place; And should I fainting be, 

Look on me with Thy favor, Lord, let me never, never 
Vouchsafe to me Thy grace. Outlive my love to Thee. Amen. 


READER: “But Jesus called them to Him, and saith unto them, Ye know that 
they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise leadership 
over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them, But so 
shall it not be among you: but whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall 
be servant of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 


10:42-45) 


LEADER: Let us pray that our own Cae may be dedicated to Him anew. 
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EXTEMPORANEOUS PRAYERS BY MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGREGATION 
LEADER: Let us pray for the rulers of the world, that their hearts may be 
turned to God. 


EXTEMPORANEOUS PRAYERS BY MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGREGATION 


IV 
LEADER: J am the Way: THE WAY OF PEACE 


“These things have I spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have over- 
come the world.” (John 16:33) 


Quiet Music: “Peace, Perfect Peace.” (Tune: “Pax Tecum”) 


LEADER: “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel for He hath visited and 
wrought redemption for His people. ” (Luke 1:68) 

RESPONSE: “To shine upon them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death; 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” (Luke 1:79) 

LEADER: Our Father and our God, Thou knowest that of a truth in this sorry 
world of ours we see tribulation on every side. Terror and suffering are 
stalking about us; all things are shaken; we face a future that threatens 
us with its uncertainties; many of us have already been called upan to 
walk through the valley of the shadow. Grant that in the stillness of 
this hour we may know that Thou art with us, that our hearts may be 
quieted within. Open our ears that in faith we may hear our Lord Him- 
self speaking and may accept anew His gift of peace. 

READER: “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house there are many mansions: if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. These things 
have I spoken unto you while yet abiding with you. But the Comforter, 
even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He shall 
teach you all things, and shall bring to your remembrance all that I said 
unto you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you, not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid.” (John 14:1, 2, 25, 27) 

LEADER: Let us give thanks to God for the gifts of His peace. 


SILENT PRAYER —— 

LEADER: The Lord is at hand. 

READER: “In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God.” (Philip- 
pians 4:6) 

LEADER: Whatever cares may be weighing upon us, let us take God at His 
word, and bring them to Him, thanking Him for His understanding, for 
His unfailing love, and for His power to help us face our trials 
victoriously. 

EXTEMPORANEOUS PRAYERS BY MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGREGATION 

LEADER: Let us pray for each other and for our suffering sisters throughout 
the world, that even in the midst of war, within our hearts His peace 
may become a reality. 


EXTEMPORANEOUS PRAYERS BY MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGREGATION 
READER: And the peace of God which passeth all understanding shall guard 
your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. 
“Let not your heart be troubled.” “My peace I give unto you.” 





LEADER: “His will is our peace,’ said Dante. And when we yield our wills 
to Him we find it true. We know His peace within, and when we yield 
our wills to Him we find ourselves at peace with our fellowmen. “His 
will is our peace,” and it transcends all barriers of nationality, race, and 
class—even the barrier of war, for in Him we are one. 

‘Let us pause to realize this fact. 


—— SILENT MEDITATION —— 


READER: “For ye are all sons of God, through faith in Christ Jesus. For as 
many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ. There can 
be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, there can 
be no male or female, for ye all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 


3:26-28) 


Hymn: (Audience standing) . Tune: “St. Peter” C. M. 
In Christ there is no East or West, Join hands, then brothers of the 

In Him no South or North, faith, 

But one great fellowship of love Whate’er your race may be. 
Threughout the whole wide earth. Who serves my Father as a son 


: Is surely kin to me. 
In Him shall true hearts everywhere 


Their high communion find; In Christ now meet both East and 
His service is the golden cord West, 
Close binding all humankind. In Him meet South and North; 


All Christly souls are one in Him 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 
Amen. 
LEADER: Let us hear the vision of Isaiah: 


READER: “And it shall come to pass in the latter days, that the mountain of 
the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And 
many peoples shall go and say: Come ye, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us 
of His ways, and we will walk in His paths, for out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 


And He will judge between the nations, and will decide concerning many 
peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. O House of Jacob, come ye and 
let us walk in the light of the Lord.” (Isaiah 2:2-5) 


LEADER: Believing that this vision will one day be fulfilled, let us pray 
together: 
“God of all nations, 
We pray Thee for all peoples of thy earth; 
For those who are consumed in mutual hatred and bitterness; 
For those who make bloody war upon their neighbors; 
For those who tyrannously oppress; 
For those who groan under cruelty and subjection 
We pray thee for all those who bear rule and responsibility ; 
For child races and dying races; 
For outcast tribes, the backward, and the downtrodden 
For the ignorant, the wretched, ‘the enslaved. 


We beseech Thee to teach mankind to live together in peace, 
No man exploiting the weak, no man hating the strong, 

Each race workng out its own destiny, 

Unfettered, self-respecting, fearless, 


Teach us to be worthy of freedom, 
Free from social wrong, free from individual oppression and contempt 
Pure of heart and hand, despising none, defrauding none, 
Giving to all men—in all the dealings of life— 
The honor we owe to those who are Thy children, 
Whatever their colour, their race, or their caste. Amen.” 
(Prayer for Racial Reconciliation—Hoyland.) 
LEADER: Recognizing that peace begins with individuals and that we our- 
selves have a responsibility in this, let us pray: 
RESPONSE: “Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace! 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace!” (St. Francis of Assisi, 
1182-1226, Italian) 
Vv 


LEADER: J ali the Way: THE WAY OF LOVE 


“Having loved His own, He loved them to the uttermost.” 
SILENT MEDITATION —— 


“The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying: Yea, I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness have I 
drawn thee.” (Jeremiah 31:3) 

LEADER: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 
(John 3:16) 

LEADER: “Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in 
love, even as Christ also loved you, and gave himself up for us an 
offering and a sacrifice to God.” (Ephesians 5:1-2) 

RESPONSE: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends. Ye are my friends if ye do the things which I command 
you.” (John 15:13-14) 

LEADER: “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; 
even as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples if ye have love one to another.” 
(John 13:34-35) 

RESPONSE: “Hereby know we love, because he laid down His life for us: 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” (I John 3:16) 
LEADER: “But whoso hath the world’s goods, and beholdeth his brother in 
need, and shutteth up his compassion from him, how doth the love of 

God abide in Him?” (I John 3:17) 

RESPONSE: “Let us not love.in word, neither in tongue, but in deed .and in 
truth.” (I John 3:18) 

— SILENT MEDITATION —— 


READER: “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels but have not love, 
I am become sounding brass, or a clanging cymbal. And if I have the 
gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am noth- 
ing. And if I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give my 
body to be burned, but have not love, it profiteth me nothing. Love 
suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, 1s 
not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, 1s not 


9 





provoked, taketh not account of evil; rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but 
rejoiceth with the truth; beareth all things; believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things. Love never faileth.” (I Corinthians 13:1-8) 


LEADER: Let us pray: 

READER: 

I listen to the agony of God— 

I who am fed, 

Who never yet went hungry for a 
day. 

I see the dead— 

The children starved for lack of 
bread— 

I see and try to pray. 


I listen to the agony of God— 

I who am warm, 

Who never yet have lacked a 
sheltering home. 

In dull alarm 

The dispossessed of hut and farm 

Aimless and “transient” roam. 


I listen to the agony of God— 

I who am strong, 

With health and love and laughter 
in my soul 

I see a throng 

Of stunted children reared in wrong, 

And wish to make them whole. 


I listen to the agony of God— 

But know full well 

That not until I share their bitter 

cry— 

Earth’s pain and hell— 

Can God within my spirit dwell 

To bring His kingdom nigh. 
(Georgia Harkness) 


Prayer in unison: 


“O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love, for 
it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.” 
(St. Francis of Assist, 1182-1226) 
VI 


PRESENTATION OF OFFERING: Let Us Bring an Offering and Come 
Into His Courts with Thanksgiving. 


Presentation of the four special fields of work supported by our World 
Day of Prayer offering. 
This may be either (1) a silent presentation with the audience reading 
pages 13-16 of this program in complete silence; or (2) a spoken presen- 
tation by four speakers. For further details, see “Handbook for World 
Day of Prayer Leaders.” 

Vil 


LEADER: J am the Wap: THE WAY OF LIGHT 


“T am the Light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in the 
darkness but shall have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

LEADER: “And they shall look unto the earth and, behold, distress and darkness, 
the gloom of anguish.” (Isaiah 8:22) 

RESPONSE: Behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish. 

LEADER: “The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?” 
(Psalm 27:1) 

RESPONSE: Whom shall I fear? 

LEADER: “The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they 
that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
shined.” (Isaiah 9:2) 

RESPONSE: Upon them hath the light shined. 

LEADER: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the govern- 
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ment shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counselor.” (Isaiah 9:6) 

RESPONSE: His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor. 

LEADER: “For with Thee is the fountain of life, 
In Thy light shall we see light.” (Psalm 36-9) 

RESPONSE: In thy light shall we see light. 


Hymn: (Tune: “Crusaders’ Hymn,” 5.6.8.5.5.8.) 


Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 
Robed in the blooming garb of spring; Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 


Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 
And all the twinkling starry host. Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, 
Than all the angels heaven can boast. 

READER: “For ye were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord: walk 
as children of light; for the fruit of the spirit is in all goodness and 
righteousness and truth; proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.” 


(Ephesians 5:8-10) 


“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 
Neither do men light a lamp and put it under the bushel, but on the 
stand; and it shineth unto all that are in the house. Even so let your 
light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in Heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16) 

LEADER: Let us pray— 
“OQ Thou holy and unspeakable, Thou wonderful and mighty God, whose 
power and wisdom hath no end, before whom all powers tremble, at 
whose glance the heavens and the earth flee away, Thou art love, Thou 
art my Father, and I will love and worship Thee for ever and ever! 
Thou hast deigned to show pity on me, and a ray from Thy light hath 
shone upon mine inward eye. Guide me on into the perfect light, that it 
may illumine me wholly, and that all darkness may flee away. Let the 
holy flame of Thy love so burn in my heart that it be made pure, and 
I may see Thee, O God; for it is the pure in heart who see Thee. Thou 
hast set me free; Thou hast drawn me to Thee; therefore forsake me not, 
but keep me always in Thy grace. Guide me and rule me, and perfect 
me for Thy Kingdom.” (St. Augustine 354-430) 

RESPONSE: Guide me and rule me, and perfect me for Thy Kingdom. Amen. 


Vill 


LEADER: J am the Way: THE WAY OF POWER 
“Apart from me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5) 


Hymn: (Tune: “Need” 6.4.6.4.) 
I need thee every hour, I need Thee every hour, 

Stay thou near by, In joy or pain 

Temptations lose their power Come quickly and abide, 

When thou art nigh. Or life is vain. 

I need Thee, O I need Thee, I need Thee, O I need Thee 
Every hour I need Thee! Every hour I need Thee! 

O bless me now, my Saviour, O bless me now, my Saviour— 

I come to Thee! I come to Thee! Amen. 


LEADER: “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therein to be content. I 
know how to be abased, and I know also how to abound; in everything 
and in all things have I learned the secret both to be filled and to be 
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hungry, both to abound and to be in want. I can do all things in Him that 
strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:12-13) 

RESPONSE: “And He hath said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I 
glory in my weaknesses that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in weaknesses, in injuries, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake, for when I am weak, then 
am I strong. (II Corinthians 12 :9-10) 

LEADER: Let us pray: 

“OQ Thou God omnipotent, who so‘carest for every one of us, as if Thou 
carest for him alone; and so for all, as if al! were but one: Blessed is 
the man who loveth Thee, and his friends in Thee, and his enemy for 
Thee. For he only loses none dear to him, to whom all are dear in Him 
who cannot be lost. And who is that but our God, the God that made 
heaven and earth, and filleth them, even by filling them creating them. 
Thy law is truth, and truth is Thyself, I behold how some things pass 
away that others may replace them, but Thou dost never depart, O God, 
my Father supremely good, Beauty of all things beautiful. To Thee 
will I intrust whatsoever I have received from Thee, so shall I lose 
nothing. Thou madest me for Thyself, and my heart is restless until it 
rests in Thee.” (St, Augustine (354-439) 

RESPONSE: My heart is restless until it rests in Thee. Amen. 

READER: “dnd Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

LEADER: “But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon you, 
and ye shall be my witnesses, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

Let us lift our hearts in silent prayer that we may each one of us—and 
all of us throughout the world—receive His Spirit in fuller measure. 
RESPONSE: Lord, send us forth to be Thy witnesses in the round of daily 

living, wherever we may be. 

LEADER: “Whatsoever is begotten of God overcometh the world: and this is 
the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith.” (I John 5:4) 
Thomas saith unto Him, “Lord, how can we know the way?” 

Jesus saith unto him, “I am the Way.” 

RESPONSE: Lord, how can we know the way? 


Hymn: (Tune: “National Hymn” 10.10.10.10.) 


We come to Thee, Thou Highway of our God, 
Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Flame, 
Our Fathers came, They were not put to shame; 
We come to Thee, Thou Highway of our God. 
We follow Thee, Thou Highway to our God, 
Who can respond? But Thou dost us command, 
We will obey, with Thee at our right hand, 
Nor turn aside, Thou Highway of our God. Amen (Wilbert W. lie! 
RESPONSE: Lord, how can we know the way? 
READER: I am the Way: the Way men have lost. 
I am the Way: the Way back to God. 
I am the Way: the Way of self-surrender. 
I am the Way: the Way of peace. 
I am the Way: the Way of love. 
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I am the Way: the Way of light. 
I am the Way: the Way of power. 

LEADER: “And the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, 
establish, strengthen you. To Him be glory and dominion for ever and 


ever. Amen.” (I Peter 5:10-11) 
Closing Hymn: 


The day Thou gavest, Lord is ended, 

The darkness falls at Thy behest; 

To Thee our morning hymns 
ascended, 

Thy praise shall hallow now our 
rest. 


We thank Thee that Thy Church 
unsleeping, 

While earth rolls onward into light, 

Through all the world her watch is 
keeping, 

And rests not now by day or night. 


As o’er each continent and island 


(Tune: St. Clement 9.8.8.) 


The sun that bids us rest is waking 
Our brethren ’neath the western sky, 
And hour by hour fresh lips are 
making , 
The wondrous doings heard on high. 


So be it, Lord; Thy throne shall 
never, 

Like earth’s proud empires, pass 
away; 

Thy kingdom stands and grows 
forever, 

Till all Thy creatures own Thy 
sway. 


The dawn leads on another day, John Ellerton 


The voice of prayer is never silent, 
Nor dies the strain of praise away. 


—~, 


He Js “The Wap” 
WE FOLLOW THROUGH OUR OFFERINGS 


down 


Four Interdenominational Avenues of Service 


(A Period of Silent, or Spoken Meditation) 


If the leader announces a Period of Silent Meditation, the audience should be 
requested to turn to this page and read quietly, without interruption. If the 
projects are to be presented orally, the Leader should make no reference to 
these pages. 


OFFERING LEADER: One of the most memorable sentences in ‘“Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress” is said with much tenderness by Mr. Standfast: “ I have loved to 
hear my Lord spoken of; and wherever I have seen the print of His 
shoe in the earth, there I have coveted to set my foot also.” 


We have reached the moment in our service when we too—knowing that 
our Lord has gone ahead of us saying “I am the Way’—can now see the 
actual print of His shoe in this earth, and there can delight to set ours 
also! For through the combined contributions from other World Day of 
Prayer observances in the United States, we have been able to follow in 
His footsteps—with four interdenominational avenues of- service of such 
scope and strategy that it has always seemed as if our Lord had indeed 
gone ahead of us in all these special places. 


MIGRANTS 


Of all those who travel the highroads of our land, the migratory workers 
are the loneliest of all. Homeless, hopeless and penniless, they are forever 
on the move from farm to farm, from orchard to orchard, seeking each new 
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crop in season; here a week, there a week, belonging nowhere, wanted 
nowhere after their hands have picked or packed the fruits and vegetables 
for our dinner tables. Four million of them—picking—packing—canning, then 
moving on, wearily unconscious of the Master Workman of the race who 
still precedes them, as in Isaiah 63:78, 9: “I will mention the loving-kindness 
of the Lord, for He said: Surely these are my people ... In all their afflic- 
tion, He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them; in His 
love and in His pity He redeemed them, and He bore them, and carried 
them all the days of old.” 


This passage might well haunt us if we had not, with the same “loving-kind- 
ness,” spent a fourth of our World Day of Prayer offerings to maintain over 
60 migrant Christian centers where the “afflicted” now find a Christian 
nurse to care for their ills, where anxious parents find a nursery for babies 
too small to be left alone. This past year a beautiful miracle has taken place 
because of an increase in our Day of Prayer offerings in 1941: new Centers 
have been opened in several desperately needy places; a minister and his 
wife and a community helper have all been added to the year-round staff of 
workers—thus making it possible to reach more thousands of migrants. 

O Master, let me walk with Thee in lowly paths of service free, 

Tell me Thy secret; help me bear the strain of toil, the fret of care. 


CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 

Wherever the world’s most compelling Story-teller walked on this earth, 
there would always gather a knot of fascinated men, women and little chil- 
dren to listen; farmers relished the stories because He likened the Kingdom 
of Heaven to four kinds of soil—housewives suddenly became aware of the 
mysterious power of this Kingdom, because He likened it to the leaven at 
work in their very kitchens—the imaginations of boys and girls were cap- 
tured, because they too had called to playmates in the market-place and 
had been disappointed... 


Therefore you can be very sure that your Christian Literature project is 
following in our Lord’s footsteps, because it devotes itself exclusively to the 
sending of just such striking stories in religious periodicals across thresholds 
into areas where, even tomorrow, a living messenger may not be able to go. 
Sponsoring such printed words, by proxy we enter home after home in China, 
where The Star is delivered to housewives able to read only simplified 
Chinese, or The Woman’s Messenger to those whose schooling has been more 
advanced, where Happy Childhood goes to boys and girls, and The Christian 
Farmer to the man with the plow sowing seed in his good earth. Over in 
India where hundreds of different dialects are spoken, The Treasure Chest 
is published monthly in eleven dialects, and such a famous person as Rabin- 
dranath Tagore kept the latest copy on a table in his home. The magazines 
are warmly endorsed by the Boards of Education in all the leading provinces 
in India. There are stories about the earth and its Maker, the human body 
and its care, the home and its improvement, heroes and their influence. Each 
copy at a door is like a stepping-stone toward far horizons—a fresh call to 
follow Him who is The Way. 
The increased offering last February has just opened the most timely new 
avenue of service—for at a recent congress on Christian Literature in Mexico 
City the delegates of 20 Latin-American republics approved the printing of 
The Friend of Youth to serve all the Spanish-speaking countries, with a pos- 
sible Portuguese edition for Brazil. This will be like a road-map for Chris- 
tian international friendships just when youth is at the crossroads. Mention 
must also be made of El Taliba which has now had several years of widening 
influence among Christian and Moslem youth in Egypt. 

Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear winning word of love, 

Teach me the wayward feet to stay, and guide them in the homeward way. 
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UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGES 


Some of the very girls who yesterday were eagerly reading your Christian 
magazines, are today seeking to enter the eight union Christian colleges 
for young women in the Orient which the World Day of Prayer offering has 
always helped to maintain. And here again we see our Lord as “The Way.” 
Just as He ‘felt it imperative to train a group of 12 disciples, so He still 
has need of trained leaders for tomorrow—and these eight colleges (in China, 
India, Japan) graduate about 200 young women each year to become teachers, 
doctors, nurses, social service workers, rural reconstruction experts, writers, 
musicians, dietitians, Y.W.C.A. secretaries and home-makers. Many roads 
beckon to them on commencement day: government posts, public schools, 
and business positions offer larger salaries, yet it is to the distinctly Christian 
form of service that their feet turn. 


Three of these interdenominational institutions are in China: Yenching Col- 
lege, in Peking; The Woman’s Medical College of Cheeloo University, now 
located on.the campus of the West China Union University in Chengtu, 
where Ginling College has also moved from Nanking—an heroic trek of 
over 2,000 miles. Yet there are girls who walked the entire distance in spite 
of bombs, floods, poverty. (Their famous campus in Nanking is now given 
over to reconstruction work among refugee women—12,000 of whom found 
sanctuary within the college gates in one year!) 


Four of the union colleges are in India: Madras Christian College for 
Women, in Madras; St. Christopher’s Training College, also in Madras, still 
uncomfortably located in the little houses considered “temporary” in the be- 
ginning—but the quality of the graduates is influencing all India. Dr. Ida 
Scudder’s famous Missionary Medical College for Women in Vellore is now 
in critical need of assistance—since the British Government requires four 
instead of three years of training for a degree, which increases the need for 
new equipment, teachers, scholarships, buildings. Lastly, there is the Isabella 
Thoburn College in Lucknow, bearing a name honored in church annals. It, 
too, is preparing straight paths in the desert for the Lord. 


The Woman’s Christian College in Tokyo has been a milestone on this 
widening highway, each bypath becoming a thoroughfare for freedom where- 
ever the young women of any race have stepped out fearlessly—determined 
to follow in His footprints— 


Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee in closer, dearer company, 
In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, in trust that triumphs over 
wrong. 


INDIAN STUDENTS IN U. S. GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS 


It was the American Indians themselves who coined the significant phrase: 
“Walking the Jesus road,” in appreciation of the divine goodwill which could 
give such a glorious sense of direction to their futures! For here was the 
red man, accustomed to centuries of roaming freely over a whole continent, 
wise in the lore of secret trails through forests primeval, suddenly confined 
to government reservations on the least desirable land. A papoose tied on his 
mother’s back became almost a symbol of an entire race—going ahead back- 
ward, as it were! 


Therefore we may find peculiar joy in discovering that the World Day of 
Prayer offering helps to make a more straightforward pilgrimage possible, 
since for a number of years these offerings have been providing Religious 
Work Directors in five government schools for the American Indians. 


During other years our Day of Prayer contributions have maintained Direc- 
tors in five institutions: Chemawa Indian School, Chemawa, Oregon; Sher- 
man Institute, Riverside, California; Albuquerque Indian School, Albuquer- 
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que, New Mexico; Flandreau Training School, Flandreau, South Dakota; 
Haskell Institute, Lawrence, Kansas. 


Last year’s larger offering made it possible to place Religious Work Direc- 
tors in two more schools; this means that we are now reaching hundreds of 
additional students at Chilocco Indian Agricultural School, Oklahoma, and at 
Phoenix Indian School, Phoenix, Arizona. In Phoenix the Director also con- 
ducts leadership training courses at a nearby Christian school—a highway of 
hope in the desert, instead of a “dead end” street. 


In hope that sends a shining ray far down the future’s broadening way; 
In peace that only Thou canst give; with Thee, O Master, let me live. 
Amen. 


OFFERING LEADER: Four avenues of service—and our one gift divided equally 
among them, that the imperishable beauty of His footprints in the earth 
may become “The Way” for all men everywhere. 


——~_ 


World Dav of Prayer 


OFFERINGS 


Send checks or money orders payable either to the Foreign Missions 
Conference, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York, or the Home Mis- 
sions Council of North America, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, New York. 


A REPORT BLANK 


is enclosed with each order of programs; the General Chairman in charge 
of a local program is requested to fill it out and return promptly, so that 
each community may be recorded. 


SUPPLIES 
The Call to Prayer, free. 


Poster (17 x 22), 5 cents. 


Worship Program for Adults and Young People—‘I am the Way.” 
2 cents each, $2.00 per 100. 


Handbook (This revised Handbook will be essential for each General 
Chairman responsible for a program méeting, for the booklet will have 
promotion and publicity suggestions; two new radio programs for use 
on our local station; suggested programs for rural areas, children’s 
meetings, prayer groups, etc.) 10 cents. 


Supplies should be ordered from denominational Mission Boards. When 
ordering, please include remittance for material, so as to save expense 
of billing. 

The World Day of Prayer is sponsored by 
THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF CHURCH WOMEN 
representing 


FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH WOMEN 
HOME MISSIONS COUNCIL OF NORTH AMERICA 
Room 63, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, New York 


LITHO IN U.S. A. 
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ather of all mankind, throughout this 
day, and every day, help me to re- 
member that a very real portion of Thy 
Kingdom has been placed in my keep- 
ing. Therefore teach me to love Thee: 
with all mp mind — that I may think Thy 
thoughts after Thee, from dawn to dark, making 
beautiful and significant each decision of my 
daily living; help me to remove all prejudice 
and small-mindedness, O Lord: 
with all mp heart — that I may love those whom 
Thou lovest, feeling for even the most unlovable 
and difficult of Thy children Thine own ever- 


lastin mercy: 


Be A EN 
with all nip soul — that I may seek fresh ways 
in which we can all be one in Jesus Christ our 
Lord, praying for Thy divine power to surge 
through my commonplace routine from morning 
till night: 

with all my strength that I may work the 
works of Him who sent me while it is day, 


seekin to channel throu h every act Th de- 
votion to the needs of both my neighbor and 
myself. Remind me from moment to moment 
that this is not optional, but the last command 


of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Quicken me and 


use me this da ; for Thy name’s sake, Amen, 


Che World Dap of Prayer 
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The World Day of Prayer is sponsored by the 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF CHURCH WOMEN 


representing 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH WOMEN 
FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE 


HOME MISSIONS COUNCIL OF NORTH AMERICA 
Room 63, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Promotional Suggestions 


In this year of all years when only a new awareness of our Lord as THE 
WAY can possibly save the world (through a simultaneous reaching up to 
Him in spirit and in truth, and a simultaneous reaching out to “all people that 
on earth do dwell”) your National Committee on the World Day of Prayer 
would like to urge each local committee to have this year’s Worship Service 
Program on the theme “I AM THE WAY” presented by the local women 
themselves, discouraging the bringing in of outside speakers, for this is not a 
day either for entertainment or for information, but for prayer—for seeking 
the mind of Christ about our tragic planet, for discovering His plan for each 
of us, for a new dedication of each person present to His wider purpose. We 
all need to train ourselves in opening our wills to His will, and the moments 
allotted to silent and to spontaneous spoken prayer can be the times of highest 
value in a meeting; any group feeling restless under such silence is in all the 
deeper need of learning that the real beauty and usefulness of prayer lies in 
listening . . . in “waiting for the Lord more than they who wait for the 
morning.” 


1. Appointing a Local Committee—The former committee should suggest new 
appointees; it will pay to dwell first on the type of women to be chosen— 
specifically those with definite powers of attraction in their own churches so 
that their congregations may gladly follow their invitation to the chosen 
meeting-place. Audiences are to be won and not scolded into attending! 
Imagination in caring for details is an equally valuable asset in committee 
members. If one-third of the old committee remains on the new committee, 
there is enough continuity to conserve the best in the past. A system of rota- 
tion will keep the committee in a wholesome state of change; probably three 
years is enough for the chairman to serve. By that time she should be wise 
enough to reach out into untouched rural and county fields, rather than to 
“retire’ into inactivity. (See suggestions for “Rural Communities” in this 


booklet. ) 


2. Duties of Committee—The first duty is to consider the kind of meetings 
your community needs: (1) a union gathering, only, in a central lccation? or 
(2) several group meetings in different sections of town where churches of 
various denominations can conveniently meet together? (3) a children’s meet- 
ing following school on the afternoon of the first Friday in Lent? (Several 
children’s programs are outlined in this Handbook.) (4) a special busi- 
ness women’s service on the World Day of Prayer, in the evening? (See spe- 
cial Business Women’s page.) (5) a young people’s meeting in the evening? 
(6) also, if there is a college, a theological seminary, a nurses’ training 
school, a normal training school, in your town, what are the possibilities in 
each for a special observance there, or for using their talent for your own 
service? (7) In every town there is some sort of industry employing women, 
who in turn handle fabrics from the ends of the earth. Therefore, can you 
not, for the first time, widen their vision to embrace the spiritual world of 
which they are such a valuable part as well as the everyday material world 
of goods, tools, mechanical devices which have involved us all in our present 
chaos? (See special Industrial Women’s pages.) 


Publicity from pulpit, bulletin board, and newspapers is considered under 
a special heading further on in this booklet, also local radio broadcasts—a 
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valuable way to challenge attention to the meaning of the Day, to interest 
the shut-ins, and arouse the indifferent. 

Choosing leaders to conduct the various sections of the printed Program at 
the union meeting is a high responsibility; a clear sympathetic voice, a warm, 
radiant personality are two elements to seek. 


3. The Committee Considers the Program—Many letters tell us what valu- 
able experiences come to the committee which prepares for its practical duties 
by first preparing its own spirit, which means reading through the new Pro- 
gram in a quiet hour of retreat and personal dedication, unhurriedly, and as 
if waiting for the power of God to flow down into each committee member. 
From this warm quickening you can see more easily how to present the Pro- 
gram effectively to the far larger audience; for example, to what leaders 
should be assigned various sections of the program, the offering period, etc. 
After such choices have been made, at the next committee session those selected 
might lead you in the service a second time, until the inmost meaning enters 
every consciousness, and each of you prays that the same enveloping beauty 
may descend on the large audience. The Call to Prayer could be used at 
a third committee meeting; e.g. Hartford, Connecticut, reports that their com- 
mittee of ten met at intervals during January and February mostly for prayer 
and meditation. The chairman writes: ‘“This preparation was the most impor- 
tant part. The leader was very appreciative of that, and we all felt it helped 
in lifting the service to a high level.” 


4. City-Wide Observance—Plan to arrange for all churches, Protestant and 
Catholic, and all synagogues, to be open for prayer all day; the other faiths 
may even care to prepare a program along the lines of our Protestant pro- 
gram. The significant fact, however, would be your joint belief in prayer 
as the way of discovering the will of God for the lives of all those in 
your town. The Call to Prayer.is in line with this desire. 


5. Those Unable to Attend—In every congregation there are shut-ins, those 
in Hospitals, Old Ladies’ Homes, etc. who would feel honored to be asked 
to join you in observing the Day, just where they are, so that even at a 
distance they may bear your meeting in their thoughts. By mail and by visits 
enlist their support, giving a Call to Prayer, and if possible a Program also, 
in order that they may follow the service with you at the appointed hour. 
This is a source of power overlooked far too often, yet a wealth of devotion 
and interest lies ready for use in these people—eager, intelligent, disturbed 
over the state of feeling “shelved.” 


6. Miscellaneous Details Worth Trying— 


a. A special evening observance for Business and Professional men and 
women}; a joint service conducted by women can do a beautiful thing in dis- 
covering new leaders. (See Special Business Women’s page.) 


b. A joint service with various nationalities—Negroes, foreign-born, ref- 
ugees—giving each a prominent part in the program. In other words, let 
democracy work in your Christianity! 


c. A large globe of the world on the pulpit desk, or just below it, is always 
effective. Almost any large store selling such globes will loan one for such a 
public use. Last year in one service a number of persons spoke gratefully to 
a leader who seemed to be laying her hands on the globe during the service 
as if in blessing while she read; as a matter of fact she was resting the 
folded program on the side of the globe nearest to her, but the unplanned 
symbolism of her attitude impressed the audience. Certain new globes can be 
lighted electrically; do not begin the service with them lighted, but wait 
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until some strategic moment in the program—probably after the offering ritual, 
since all such contributions will indeed cause a new light to break forth. 


d. In one city, all leaders taking part in the union service wore choir robes, 
in order to efface themselves and their street clothes, thus adding an immediate 
sense of dignity and worship to their share in the service. 


e. Wherever there is a music school, or high school girls in a school choir, 
there is talent for leading the singing of the hymns in the program. Often a 
hymn may be played through softly on the organ as a prayer, verse after 
verse; the audience sometimes catches deeper meanings in the words which 
would otherwise be sung heedlessly. At the end of this booklet are given 
several versions of ‘““The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Is Ended’’—in French, in 
an African dialect, in Fijian, in Spanish, in German, in Norwegian. When 
this usual closing hymn in all our programs is reached, one verse in English 
by the audience, then these other versions as solos by one or more singers 
would be effective, and make the remaining verses in English of more mean- 
ing to the audience. Are there persons of these nationalities in your town to 
sing the verses? 


f. In several towns special attention has been given to the offering—one 
place asked the Girl Scouts to take up the collection; in another, all the 
ushers were young women wearing a yard-and-a-half of Madonna blue cheese- 
cloth as a head-dress, put on as the Red Cross nurses wear theirs. This 
proved beautiful to the eye, and when they knelt before the pulpit to present 
the contribution plates a spirit of reverence was created, 


g. The use of candles is also symbolic. Eight of them standing unlighted 
around your globe of the world during all the early part of the service, 
can be named and lighted one at a time to represent the eight Christian 
Colleges in the Orient for women, during the presentation of “avenues of 
service.” (A fourth of our total World Day of Prayer offerings goes to these 
colleges.) The “Offering Ritual” gives further details on a later page. 


h. Some cities prefer an all-day observance of the Day of Prayer, feeling 
that the extra sense of leisure greatly enriches the meaning of the world 
fellowship and true worship. They divide the program so that the morning 
session ends at the offering period. The noon hour is then spent in a special 
offering ritual, such as we are suggesting in this booklet. One town follows 
this by a completely silent noon meal—a very reverent stillness pervading the 
room. (The quiet playing of devotional hymns may help to conserve this 
genuine mood of personal meditation.) Several women spoke in great wonder 
about the very lovely sense of peace which came over them, almost a convent 
mood of detachment from a workaday world for this dedicated interval. 

Another town spent its noon in church, in silent intercession, The afternoon 
period continued with the remainder of the program. 


9. Evaluating Your Observance Immediately Afterward—As soon as pos- 
sible after the first Friday in Lent call your committee together for exchang- 
ing views on the observance, to list the, high spots, the needs, the sad omis- 
sions. (For example, in Alexandria, Virginia, where a splendid committee is 
always intensely alive to every angle of their task, they hold an “Echo Meet- 
ing” to gather up significant details, and this is one reason for their having 
maintained such a high place in public opinion—as evidenced by their annual 
committee picture in ‘The Washington Post,” their annual radio period over 
the Washington radio station WJSV on the World Day of Prayer, etc.) A 
report blank is sent to all chairmen with their sample Program and “Call to 
Prayer,’ hoping to encourage each chairman to record her meeting in a 
flexible, human way; please mail these to the Chairman, World Day of 
Prayer, care of either the Home Missions Council, 297 Fourth Avenue, or 
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the Foreign Missions Conference, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. Do send 
in as vivid a story of your observance as possible! In “The Print of his Foot 
in the Earth” account of the 1941 observances you will see what warm and 
vital inspiration some of these stories contain for the rest of us; therefore do 
report your own high moments. An envelope accompanies the record blank, 
for the leader’s convenience in mailing the offering by check or money order. 
Promptness and a high degree of cooperation can create an immediate national 
effectiveness. 


Publicity Suggestions 


For publicity in the churches of your town, the National Committee for the 
World Day of Prayer can provide you with two immediate helps—the Call 
to Prayer which may be ordered free, and the new Poster. 


1. The Call—The Call to Prayer is an individual invitation to attend a 
definite World Day of Prayer observance, space being left on the Call for 
writing in the place and hour of the meeting. If every local committee could 
engage the interest of someone in each church to mail or to hand these out 
to the women of that church their influence would be doubled. An inactive 
pile of them on a church table is less influential! One side of this invitation 
gives a personal prayer for daily use throughout the year. 


2. The Poster—The new poster (5 cents) with its striking orange and black 
panels is large enough to arrest attention, but can only be truly effective if 
every church in town has one placed in the most conspicuous spot in the most 
used entrance, to announce the union service to which the women of that 
church are invited. It should be displayed at least two weeks in advance of 
the first Friday in Lent. 


The poster should also be displayed in as many store windows as possible; 
in the local Y.W.C.A.; in your Church Federation office; in any county or 
state denominational headquarters located in your town. This placing of 
posters could well be a duty assigned to a special sub-committee of younger 
women, especially those with business or social influence. Before taking the 
poster for display in public places, be sure to mount it on cardboard so that 
it will stand upright in store windows, etc. 


3. Pulpit Announcements—Every minister in town should announce the 
meeting from his pulpit the previous Sunday, and a notice should be included 
in every church calendar, 


4. Newspaper Publicity—It would be wise to include on your committee a 
newspaper woman from one of your leading papers, provided she is someone 
who could interpret sympathetically such material as you can furnish her 
from this Handbook. Mention has already been made of the warm interest 
shown by the “Washington Post” in the doings of the local committee 
in Alexandria, Virginia. The Philadelphia and New York papers have devoted 
long columns to list the places and speakers of the services on the World Day 
of Prayer. 


In Bradford, Pennsylvania, the “Bradford Star and Daily Record” gave 
superb evidence of their belief in the day, by devoting one entire page to a 
huge enlargement of our Call to Prayer—it was arresting and spectacular; 
in parenthesis was announced “This is Not a Paid Advertisement.” 
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5. Story of The Day— 


a. How is the World Day of Prayer observed? See both town and rural 
Radio Programs in this Handbook; also “The Print of His Foot in the 
Earth”; and the four marvelous avenues of service which the Day of Prayer 
offerings make possible. For details of these projects see pages 13-16 of the 
worship service program itself. 


b. What is the Brief History behind the World Day of Prayer? 


As far back as 1887, Presbyterian women in the U.S.A. came together at 
the suggestion of Mrs. Darwin R. James, President of the Women’s Board 
of Home Missions of the Presbyterian Church, to pray for Home Missions. 
Interest in this Day of Prayer increased and through the efforts of Mrs. Henry 
W. Peabody and Mrs. Helen Barrett Montgomery, the Foreign Mission forces 
chose a day for united prayer in the early nineties, and in 1920, both in 
Canada and the United States, church women of all denominations united in 
prayer, the First Friday in Lent being selected as the ‘Day of Prayer for 
Missions’”—Home and Foreign. 

In numberless places around the world, from missionaries returning from 
the homeland, the thought of a day of prayer spread until at the request of 
many far-away friends, a World Day of Prayer was first observed in 1927. 
In 1936 Christians of more than fifty countries kept the day together. In 
America one million Calls are printed and three quarter of a million 
Programs. 


c. In unexpected public ways last year attention was called to the World 
Day of Prayer—for example, Senator Davis of Pennsylvania on the floor of 
the Senate mentioned what day it was, and read a detailed item which was 
then printed in The Congressional Record; Bruce Barton, Representative from 
New York, did the same in Congress. Marion Anderson, in a concert at San 
José, California, dedicated an encore to the World Day of Prayer, and a 
local newspaper man made special mention of why she did it. 


‘The Print of His Foot in the Earth 


(Being some of the story behind our new 1942 program, and most of the 
story about our 1941 World Day of Prayer observances.) 


In every Christian woman’s calendar there will be at least three days in 
1942 destined to glow with lovely incandescense: February 20—April 5— 
December 25: The World Day of Prayer—Easter—Christmas. For the same 
imperishable beauty lies behind them each—goodwill reaching out across all 
frontiers and all borderlines, conquering hate and death to offer its prayer 
that peace may come down into the troubled lives of all men everywhere. 
But none of these days can be truly meaningful if all of this glow does not 
spill over into the other 362 days; and we believe, therefore, that our new 
1942 World Day of Prayer theme will interpret for us all a mystical approach 
to the goal we seek, since the text chosen for the universal worship service 
is—‘I AM THE WAY’—The Way men have lost, The Way back to God, 
The Way of Self-surrender, The Way of Peace, of Love, of Light, of Power. 


To prepare such a fundamental message for the world, three women were 
chosen unusually rich in Christian experience and fortitude from a daily 
climbing up “the steep ascent of heaven through peril, toil and pain’—two 
emigrés, anda professor in a Biblical Seminary. By rare good fortune this 
professor is not only very talented in her field, but she has also taught briefly 
in China, and can speak German perfectly, so that she was able to understand 
the German refugee pastor’s wife when she broke forth occasionally into her 
own language to describe the strange and terrifying background she brought 
to the preparation of such a service—a background which included long 
months in a concentration camp, her husband separated from her in another 
such camp hundreds of miles away, her son in a third camp thousands of 
miles across the ocean, Although they had never dared to dream of freedom, 
both husband and wife are now safe in the United States doing significant 
work restoring the souls of other emigrés, who are in the throes of home- 
sickness and readjustment. On her face is the peace that passes understanding, 
and when she can say of herself that throughout those ghastly months of 
danger and uncertainty she always felt the Presence, we know that she 
contributed something very living indeed to a program about Him who is 
“The Way.” : 


One of the further delights of the weeks spent on program work was her 
obvious pleasure in knowing and in speaking French with the young school- 
teacher from France who also collaborated; it was like some chapter from 
the records of the early church both to see how these Christians loved one 
another, and also to hear them exchanging news about various Europeans in 
or out of prison for their Christian and democratic beliefs—‘“Safe? Oh, thank 
God for that!” “In jail? Alas, poor soul, poor soul!” It was gloriously clear 
that the same Lord who said: “Je suis le Chemin” (I Am the Way) to the 
French woman had also said: “Ich bin Der Weg” to the German woman. 
And when the latter told me that she had only two hours’ warning before 
leaving for the concentration camp, it was natural to ask what on earth she 
could pack in such a brief time, when her imprisonment seemed likely to last 
the remainder of her life. 


With a sweeping gesture she flung open her arms and said quickly: “Why, 
all my dresses! All my kitchen aprons! Lots and lots of aspirin!” For a 
moment this sounded almost frivolous. But swiftly she explained: in any 
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concentration camp of 15,000 women, think how many had been dragged from 
bed months before with only the nightgowns they were wearing, even for 
long cold railroad journeys, even in this camp with no beds, no chairs, no 
tables. Think of the joy of giving everyone a dress until dresses gave out; 
and an apron, until aprons gave out; and aspirin to still the grinding head- 
aches and to ease the broken hearts. ... If ever The Way of Self-Surrender, 
of Light, of Peace, of Power seemed vivid it was as she told of the day when 
she had nothing whatever left to give; and then discovered the tender unbe- 
lievable new Way of Love—words of compassion whispered day and night, 
over and over, until anguished souls began to sense that “warm, sweet, tender, 
even yet a present help is He,’ arms clasped around forlorn and_ hopeless 
mothers snatched suddenly and forever from little helpless children. 

These garments and this utter devotion—had they not been laid down, as in 
the days of old, to give our Lord a triumphal entry into new lives as people 
began asking: ‘‘Who is this that comes in the name of the Lord?” 

Such a story from real life reminds us of Mr. Standfast, in “Pilgrim’s 
Progress”, who said with such tenderness—“I have loved to hear my Lord 
spoken of, and wherever I have seen the print of His shoe in the earth, there 
have I coveted to set my foot also!” 

This clarity of perception is not isolated; therefore it will do us good to 
seek that footprint in nation after nation on this tragic planet, so that we 
may not approach our new 1942 theme feeling it to be idealistically “up in 
the air’ when it is within our power to prove how realistically “down to 
earth” it has been all this past year. For tracing such a pilgrimage no richer 
records exist than those from which are culled the following stories of the 
1941 observances of the World Day of Prayer— 

We ask you, therefore, to translate last year’s theme “Thy Kingdom Come” 
into this year’s theme, so identical is the message; 

England, for instance, was walking through her Valley of the Shadow of 
Death last February 28th: families mourning, homes and churches bombed 
into rubbish heaps, the terrors of black-outs, air-raids and death-from-the-sky 
stalking at everyone’s footsteps. Yet see what happened to those who followed 
in His train: ‘Many new meeting centers begun; some through the movement 
of the population owing to the War, at least 60 on my own books. The 
Salvation Army alone arranged 362 new meetings in England and Wales. 
I find women everywhere deeply moved to be a part of this world-wide 
fellowship—a marvelous thing when other kinds of fellowship by pen, word, 
or person have become so difficult with many countries’—difficult in the 
British Isles also. England had always wanted a headquarters for its 
World Day of Prayer committee. After considerable effort one was secured 
in London Jast year, only to have it completely bombed and destroyed, and 
their printing company in another part of the city was also ruins. “I was in 
Scotland last February and found people there tremendously keen. In Glasgow 
alone they were planning for 26 gatherings.” (Can you not hear Matthew 
11:10 speaking to you in “Braid Scots”: “For this is He, 0’ wham it is written: 
‘Tent ye! I send oot my messenger afore Thy face, wha sal mak gangable Thy 
fit-path afore Thee’’’?) 

Take also the stirring experiences in Greece: “War and war conditions 
prevail throughout the nation; sirens may sound an alert at any time and 
at this time people are expected to go to their shelters; but to an unusual 
degree there existed a need and a desire for prayer on the part of women in 
all the churches; no unsurmountable difficulty presented itself. . . . Two 
services for Athens—one at the First Evangelical Greek Church, the other 
at the Armenian Evangelical Church in Kokkinia, both safer than other 
churches might be—certain parts of the (New York) program were in 
English, others in Armenian, others in Greek. The Lord’s Prayer and the 


9 


Prayer for War Victims were offered simultaneously in all languages . . . 200 
at each service ... in both meetings a spirit of prayer and quiet expectation; 
nothing marred the solemn continuity. . . . Offering 200 drachmes larger than 
the year before, used for Christian literature for soldiers . . . a remarkable 
demand in the whole Greek army for such reading.” 

From China comes a similar story of eager and brave pilgrimage to the 
place of meeting: ‘Never before has the World Day of Prayer been observed 
in so many centers here—We will never know all—I made condensed copies 
of the English service and sent them by air to many of the stations in the 
West, but of course I could not begin to cover China, or even the West and 
South. . . .” But those of you who remember that wonderful first Day of 
Prayer service in Chungking, in 1940, will know that such rare impetus was 
not lost in 1941; and the same international group in Shanghai still knelt 
shoulder to shoulder—18 nationalities, with Chinese beside Japanese, German 
beside English, Jew beside German: all made one by the spirit of God. 
Indeed all over her scorched earth last February, China could discern the 
footprints of our Lord wherever hospitals and refugee centers were located— 
and if any stranger asked why there was this sudden new safety, the answer 
could have been heard in Chinese: “I Am the Way!” (“Woa jiew sher 
Dow Loo.) 

Africa is used to long, long trails awinding—and so there is a mystical qual- 
ity in the African chieftain’s statement to his tribe: “A Man goes before you 
on the forest path—it is the Lord Jesus!” It was certainly in the deep desire 
to feel His presence that a little group of forty Chikore women braved a 
terrible rainstorm, described by one of them:—‘*We women came wrapping 
ourselves in big shawls to keep out the rain and to keep warm. ... We are 
very fond of bringing our babies to church, but that day the roads were very 
slippery and some of us had to walk up to 10 miles in the slush and mud. 
Now you can see that it was very hard indeed for all the women to come. 
That is why some of them failed. . . . The school children also came in, You 
know that sometimes children make noise in the meetings when they are tired 
of sitting a long time. On this day to our surprise not even one child made 
any noise and no child left the room till the meeting was over. Nobody 
compelled them to stay in but they really wanted to hear what was going 
on....” Surely it was partly because geography had become suddenly alive as 
the leader explained that 51 other countries in the world were using the very 
same sentences—a disturbing delightful thought! Somehow it warms us to 
know that all over Africa the Zulu was hearing, “I Am The Way” in his 
mother tongue (“Mina ngi Indhela’) and the Bulu in his language also 
(“Ma me Ne Zen.”’) 

In Johannesburg, too, the 1941 report mentions a storm: “a strong wind 
blew and heavy pelting rain just as we entered the church; then hail for 
over half an hour overhead on the zinc roof was terrific! We could not have 
the regular service for a while, and so we all sang till the hail stopped and 
the fierce wind died away. ... There were half a dozen denominations, and 
all took part. There were the red-blouse Methodists, the black-blouse-with- 
white-collar-and-cape Presbyterians, the white-tunic Congregationalists, and 
the black-silk-headkerchief of the French and Swiss mission women. . . . 
The whole meeting impressive and inspiring; the singing in 3 dialects, Zulu, 
Sesuto and Shangaan.” In Cape Town there were 14 meetings for the Negro 
women, and 7 for the European women: “the prayer published on the front 
page of the American program, making vivid as it so wonderfully did, the 
responsibility of each individual in the bringing in of the Kingdom, was 
found most helpful, and there were many requests for the Call to Prayer.” 

Egypt reported that 10 mission centers observed the day, with a total 
attendance of 5,102; India, Siam, and Burma each had services rich in 
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meaning about which our hearts grow heavy at this time, as we wonder 
through what Valley of the Shadow they may soon be walking; Japan also, 
where “I Am The Way” (“Ware wo Michi Nari”) is bound to become a 
Via Dolorosa indeed for all Christians. And what dare we think of Hawaii, 
where last year 22 services were held in such quietness throughout the 
peaceful islands—a little group of 45 lepers meeting in their Leper Chapel 
at Molokai? But deep in all hearts the World Day of Prayer will always be 
observed—just as it was throughout so many countries of Europe last year 
where freedom to assemble was denied, but where the full glory of the verse 
came true again and again: “J, being in the Way, the Lord blessed me.’ 

Australia, New Zealand, and Tasmania sent glowing reports for 1941; 
Brisbane (Australia) : “We had record meetings in Queensland, in spite of 
floods . . . our women enjoyed the fellowship in prayer with various denom- 
inations and decided to meet oftener . .. some arranging for monthly united 
meetings for prayer.” Wellington (New Zealand) wrote: “In spite of war 
clouds and the tragedy that beset us it proved to be a never-to-be-forgotten 
day ... all churches represented, and Roman Catholic women called to unite 
in prayer by their Archbishop. “At the service in Nelson (New Zealand) one 
of those who took part had a son recently taken prisoner-of-war on a battle- 
ship captured by the Germans near their shores. No wonder they reported a 
new “solemnity and a deeper spirit of prayer” as they met their Lord face 
to face. Throughout the earth it is like a repetition of the old legend of 
St. Peter meeting Jesus on the Appian Way (when Peter himself was inclined 
to run away from certain death) and saying: “Quo vadis, Domine?” To which 
the Master made answer: “I am going to Rome to be crucified again, in 
your place.” 

Only in the safety of our own hemisphere was the Day of Prayer observed 
with little experience of tragedy. Mexico reported, however: ‘“Mexican 
Christians love to pray. Having been bound, before conversion, to the telling 
off of time-worn and dutifully memorized bead-prayers, they delight in 
giving expression to their heart-yearning toward God, and for their fellow- 
men. One by one arose to his or her feet in earnest intercession. It was not 
difhcult for our aged pastor to present his petition for Pastor Niemoller, 
praising God for his faithfulness even unto death; nor for Senorita G., who 
had taught so faithfully in our former Girl’s School, to pray for the students 
in Free China; nor again, for the weary undernourished little seamstress, D., 
so touched by the account of one Russian Christian refugee who had recently 
starved to death in Finland, to plead for other Christian refugees.” Their 
Day of Prayer was really another instance of: “Did not our hearts burn 
within us as He talked with us in the way?” “I Am the Way” (“Yo 
soy el camino’’) became more than a Spanish Christ as His universal features 
became apparent to all. From Buenos Aires came this same kind of report: 
“We felt that God’s spirit was in our midst”; and similar accounts from 
Brazil show that in Portuguese too (“Eu sou o capminho”) the close family 
resemblance of language means that our Elder Brother has left His footprint 
along the highways of the world. 

From coast to coast in the United States His Way led us down more roads 
of service than ever before, and especially in a new approach to 450 country 
churches (through the kind cooperation of ‘“The Rural Christian Fellowship’’) 
where many World Day of Prayer observances were held for the first time; 
several dozen Agricultural College broadcasting stations gave time to local 
women to tell our story, using the special rural script found in our “Hand- 
book for Leaders”. Another script for use in town or city broadcasts was sent 
out to 750 groups of church women who were already giving regular local 
religious radio talks (under the auspices of the Religious Radio Department 
of the Federal Council of Churches.) In Boston 13 foreign students from 
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Radcliffe College prepared a feature program in which each girl gave a 
sentence from the Lord’s Prayer in her own language, over the short wave 
station WRUL; which station later in the day, also rebroadcast twice to the 
whole world our National Radio program as presented over WABC, (This 
is given in the new “Handbook” this year for your local use.) These are all 
wholesome signs of growth and awakening interest. 

A further sign of interest was the fact that although almost the entire 
eastern seaboard was caught in a violent snow blizzard on February 28th, 
the numerical size of both audiences and offerings took a favorable upward 
turn. Just as torrents of rain and noisy hail in Africa, and floods in Australia 
failed to dampen the devotion, so our American snow now gives us a new 
delight in what Cyrus said, in 529 B.C., about the Persian runners: “Neither 
snow nor rain nor hail nor gloom of night shall keep these messengers from 
the swift completion of their appointed rounds!” 

One of the most outstanding observances was held in Omaha, Nebraska, 
where 2,500 women came together, representing 21 denominations and 104 
churches—to the great surprise and inspiration of a new Bishop there; 750 
women stayed for luncheon. Glendale, California, reported an unusual suc- 
cess; in Murphysboro, Illinois, the young people of seven denominations held 
their first Day of Prayer service, with such enthusiasm that now they want 
quarterly meetings and a part in the May Luncheon. The National Christian 
Mission was in Portland, Oregon, last February 28th and church after church 
filled up one after the other until there had to be three overflow meetings. 
Peoria, Illinois, had 13 services, of which two were for children, two were 
over the radio, five were in Old People’s Homes, and one was a community- 
wide youth service—all of which meant a splendid impact on the community. 
Elsinore, California, had the first interdenominational meeting with every 
church represented except the Catholic and the Latter Day Saints—a result 
so happy and so contagious that a permanent committee has been formed to 
plan interdenominational church women’s activities. 

In New York City a beautiful and largely attended service for emigrés, 
refugees and the foreign-born was held; and throughout the country report 
after report mentions the beautiful blessing which came to this or that meeting 
when a group of foreigners or of Negroes took part. Of course it did! When 
shall we ever learn that footprints are neither black nor white, neither red 
nor yellow, neither bond nor free, neither Jew nor Greek? In a year when 
we have been studying “The Christian Roots of Democracy,’ we have a 
significant opportunity to join that great company who are equally followers 
of the great File Leader of our faith. Last February 28th in San Jose, 
California, Marion Anderson was giving one of her famous concerts in the 
crowded Civic Auditorium; toward the end of her many encores even the 
newspaper reporter was touched by her dedicating one of her loveliest Negro 
spirituals “to the World Day of Prayer.” He did not mention which one she 
sang; but in line with this story how appropriate if she chose “All God’s 
Chillen Got Shoes.” All of them! 

And especially in Alaska, where the very last of all our observances is 
always held amid ice and snow on St. Lawrence Island, 30 miles from the 
Arctic Circle and 30 miles from the International Date Line—for if ever 
footprints can be traced. toward a meeting house, think of each Eskimo 
woman leaving her cold blue marks in the pure white snow as she goes to 
bear up our whole world in her two clasped hands of prayer. Conscious of 
the deep wonder that even on an tsolated little island, lost among icebergs and 
midnight darkness there is a Voice forever calling in Eskimo: “Whinga 
tumiaraugua”—‘l AM THE WAY.” 


(Prepared by Margaret T. Applegarth, Chairman 
World Day of Prayer Committee.) 
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Praver Groups to Continue World Day of Prayer Spirit 
Regularly Throughout the Bear 


Let us suppose that your local World Day of Prayer committee has had a 
truly spiritual experience in preparing for the service on the first Friday in 
Lent—doing everything in your combined power to create a mystical mood and 
a genuine concern among women who never before felt the pull of Imperish- 
able Beauty and of Everlasting Mercy turning their hearts up toward God 
and out toward all their fellowmen. A sense of disappointment descends now 
that 264 more days must pass before this same sense of communal worship 
and world consciousness will return ... is it not reckless at this moment 
in history to let such a sincere desire for fellowship disappear, when all the 
time it is within your power to conserve all these rare gains by continuing 
in a Prayer Group from week to week, or from month to month, meeting 
regularly on specified days? 


At the suggestion of our National Committee this plan has already been 
tested out in a number of cities and towns for the past two years, with such 
benediction that we pass on to you herewith some of the choice ideas for 
your consideration, so that you, too, can create in your own community this 
continuing blessing. 


Therefore, let us suppose that your group, small or large, has agreed on a 
convenient regular day and hour, nobody being pushed into joining, but 
coming because prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, and a great sense of urgency 
constrains you all to do what our Lord also did: retiring to commune with 
His Father at times of pressure. 


Your next consideration is how best to fill the hour. Until you start meeting 
you may not realize that in everyone’s heart is the same startled lack of 
direction because of war and trouble, the same hunger for God, for immediate 
usefulness in His Kingdom-which-is-to-come no matter how hindered. At this 
initial discovery it will seem almost as if you had touched the fringe of a 
garment and felt a strange sense of healing beyond any dream, for many 
of us have been needlessly timid over mentioning our desire for larger power 
flowing into our lives. 


The simplest plan and perhaps the most helpful is to divide the hour into 
thirds—spending 20 minutes on some study of prayer which will build into 
everyone’s consciousness a new awareness of what worship is, such as Muriel 
Lester’s “Ways of Praying” and “Why Worship?” (each 20 cents) or Thomas 
Kelly’s “Testament of Devotion” ($1.00) which is very searching and mystical, 
and leaves you eager to practice such beautiful living. A much longer book, 
full of quotations, is called “Living Prayerfully” by Kirby Page ( ($3.00) and 
then there is ‘The Meaning of Prayer’ by Harry Emerson Fosdick (60 cents) 
which has become a classic and brings together all the sidelights on prayer 
from a variety of sources. Disturbing and personal and rewarding is John 
Baillie’s “4 Diary of Private Prayer” ($1.50) with a page left blank opposite 
each prayer for your own petitions. (These books may all be purchased 
from some such religious bookstore as Morehouse and Gorham, 14 East 41st 
St., New York City.) If everyone owns the same book, a weekly or monthly 
discussion can be held as an initial step toward discovering spiritual power. 


The next 20 minutes may then be spent with a globe of the world on the 
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table around which you have gathered—or a map on the wall. Place by place 
may be pointed out which stands in unusual need of remembrance; these 
may be discovered from your denominational press, your missionary maga- 
zines and the daily newspaper, since each new issue lists fresh war-time 
emergencies. Also mention specifically the lonely in your own town, the old, 
the sick, the unemployed, the foreign-born now in such a heart-sick state, the 
criminals and their families, also the causes of crime—overcrowding in slum 
areas, unfulfilled dreams, unfriendly citizens, self-satisfied Christians. Frankly 
face the peculiar emptiness in millions of lives. 


The last 20 minutes can then be spent in silent or in spoken prayer—inter- 
cession for those individuals whose special needs you know. 


There are many variations of this plan, of course. Some groups feel that 
it is richer to spend the opening period in the same kind of silence which 
the Quakers use—waiting for the “leading” of the Spirit and that Inner 
Light which alone can disclose the will of God. Listening then becomes an 
essential first step toward obedience and sharing. Other groups feel that the 
opening period is richer when thanksgiving and penitence fill it. Sometimes 
it is wonderfully constructive if, rapidly, each person in a group mentions 
a single item of praise and delight—such as the New York taxi man who 
refused taking money for the taxi fare of a Japanese man on Monday, Decem- 
ber 8. “You keep your money, you may need it!” he said sympathetically. 
When the Japanese tried at least to tip him the driver said, “No, no! you’d 
better keep all of it, in case things go hard with you.” This is that basic 
human decency we love to feel lies at the roots of democracy; it does us 
good to list them, even while we face our equally human short-comings: our 
own comfort, detachment, indifference, thoughtlessness, procrastination, fear, 
selfishness, pride, prejudice, suspicion, arrogance, cruelty, etc. 


Still another way to proceed is by topics selected by the leader or the group: 
“All week I have been thinking of homes—what a blessing our Lord brought 
to the home of Zacchaeus, for instance. I like to recall what happened.” After 
this is mentioned, others in the group tell their favorite story of Christ in 
someone’s home: Mary and Martha, wedding at Cana, Emmaus, Jairus. Then 
prayer for modern homes. Then for the homeless: in China, the Orient; 
Europe; the three million migrants here, the uprooted workers now in defense 
industries, often living under makeshift inadequate conditions. Prayer for 
the specific agencies at work; for your own church’s share. 


This year of all years places of peril and panic will lead us into inter- 
cession. One group in a small village adopted the simplest of the plans sug- 
gested to them and has found it a blessing throughout the year between the 
first Fridays of successive Lents, They began in the year our Day of Prayer 
printed material had the picture of Albrecht Diirer’s “Praying Hands” on 
programs and Calls, At their first regular continuation session, they told the 
story of those famous hands—how both Diirer and a friend aspired to become 
artists, but could not earn enough money for both of them to study simul- 
taneously. So it was decided that one would devote himself exclusively to 
earning money to support the other while he became an art student. Then, 
when the masterpieces of the latter began to sell, he would finance the house- 
hold and the fees of the worker. Diirer was the one selected to study while 
his friend worked. But art is long, and time is fleeting! So when, at long last, 
Diirer was self-supporting, behold! the hands of his friend had become too 
work-hardened and gnarled ever to hold a paint brush properly or to make 
delicate strokes. The legend goes that in the midst of his dismay and dis- 
couragement, Durer caught him one day with his poor old hands clasped in 
prayer—patient, resigned. Seizing his brush Direr immortalized those sacrifi- 
cial hands which alone had made his own skill possible in a practical way; 


14 





and today all the world acknowledges the masterpiece of one friend while 
glorying in the gallant daily upholding concern of the other friend. 


In this same spirit these few quiet women recognized their own limitations, 
and their own unlimited outreach. So that each time they met they made 
their hands significant by naming each of the ten fingers for one of ten 
countries or nations or races about which they felt concern. The reason for 
their choice was always stated, and some special problem faced by some actual 
person in that country. (All through the years Germany has always been 
one of the ten fingers; and they have prayed regularly for Hitler, by name— 
for Pastor Niemdéller—for the hopeless folk in concentration camps—for Nazi 
children trained daily in ruthlessness and only a half knowledge of the real 
world around them.) When each of the ten fingers had been named for a 
country, then each woman placed her hands palm to palm, with the fingers 
slightly intertwined—and while in this symbolic Dtrer attitude prayer was 
made silently and orally for each country in turn. A globe of the world on 
the table lent significance to this hour of deep intercession for missionaries, 
nationals, their own community, their church, their pastor, themselves. 

As a variation, there could be five candles burning around the globe 
throughout the prayer session—white, yellow, red, brown, black, representing 
the white, yellow, red, etc., races. Each finger on the left hand is then named 
for one of these five colors, always telling specific problems faced today by 
the race of that color, or by a member of that race. It can lend immediate 
vitality to such prayer if the fingers on the right hand are named for organi- 
zations, boards, churches or individuals at present occupied in remedying the 
particular problem. Then a bringing together of right hand to left hand can 
remind the worshipper of a variety of things— 

How St. Teresa said, hundreds of years ago: “Christ has no hands but yours 
to do His work today .. .” 

“Bearing in folded hands of prayer 
Safe through the windy world 
The fire divine.” 

“The beauty of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish Thou the work 
of our hands, yea, the work of our hands establish Thou it.” (Psalm 90) 

New ways of developing this sense of sharing God’s world with Him in 
prayer will come to any group using one of these plans. Whatever you do 
try which is enriching, please send the details to Miss Margaret Applegarth, 
Chairman (Room 410, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City) so that others may 
benefit by your suggestions. 


Town or City Radio Broadcast 


1. HYMN (Tune “Duke Street”) 


Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run; 

His name like sweet perfume shall rise 
With every morning sacrifice. 


2. TALK (10 minutes) 
At this very moment, while I am speaking to you, a beautiful but quiet 
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miracle is occurring underneath all the noise of battle throughout the earth, 
a miracle of a size so great that it touches the women of 51 different coun- 
tries, rousing them into a loving and immediate concern for every other 
woman in every other place. For this is the World Day of Prayer; and 
although neither you nor I can tell exactly what prayer is, we know that it 
is a force far greater than the force which gives to this radio its far-reaching 
voice out and out and out to the very ends of the earth. For deep in our 
hearts, each of us feels that God is indeed a Spirit—Life of our life, closer 
than breathing, nearer than hands or feet. Therefore when a million women 
all over this planet simultaneously utter the same prayer for the poor, the 
old, the young, the wounded, the homeless, the bewildered, the terrified, the 
anxious, an instant tie is created binding us all together with that Eternal 
Spirit to whom there is neither time nor space, neither east nor west. 

And so it is my great pleasure to tell you about the World Day of Prayer 
which for more than 25 years has been observed on the first Friday in Lent 
throughout the earth. For last night while you were going to bed, the sun 
was rising on the Fiji Islands, and women began gathering there while you 
slept, to pray to the Father of all mankind. Remembering the past history of 
those little islands in the Pacific Ocean, surely it catches our imaginations to 
realize that the Fiji Islanders will be the very first persons to use our univer- 
sal worship service based on the text in which our Lord says of Himself: 
“T am the Way’ and long before you awake, they will have acknowledged 
that He is “The Way Men Have Lost, The Way Back to God, The Way of 
Self-Surrender, The Way of Love, of Peace, of Light, of Power.” 

From that moment on, all through this day, scene after scene will be enacted 
with lovely humility and picturesque decorum, nation by nation—in New 
Zealand, Australia, South America, Africa, Europe, the Orient. 


You will understand my own deep concern over the observances in lands 
which are war-torn, sunk in tragedy and terror, where services used to be 
held so easily and openly, but where freedom to assemble is either forbidden 
or unsafe, today—I refer to Hawaii, the Philippines, Siam, Burma, Korea, 
Japan, China, Greece, Norway, Holland, France, England, Scotland. But be- 
lieving as we do in the Everlasting Mercy and in the imperishable beauty of 
God’s Kingdom, we know that where only two or three can gather, He has 
been there in the midst of them all day long, safeguarding their spirits, their 
refuge in time of trouble. For in similar circumstances last year, moments of 
incredible power occurred, which read like modern Acts of the Apostles, 
showing us that His Way has indeed been known upon earth, His saving 
health among all nations. 


England, for instance, was walking through a veritable Valley of the 
Shadow of Death last February: families were scattered, homes were bombed, 
blackouts were complete, air-raids and death from the sky hampered every- 
one’s plans, Yet see what happened to those who followed in His train: the 
Salvation Army alone arranged 362 new World Day of Prayer meetings; 
one church woman listed 60 other new services in England and Wales, 
adding: “I find women everywhere deeply moved to be a part of this mar- 
velous world-wide fellowship when other kinds of fellowship by pen, word, 
or person have become so difficult between nations.” 


In Greece also there were air-raids and constant danger, but in ancient 
Athens four hundred Greeks, Turks, Armenians and English gathered for two 
services which were gloriously steadying to their souls. As for the observances 
in China, Shanghai has become an inspiration to the rest of the world while 
weathering many sieges and many sorrows, for women of 18 nationalities 
continue meeting for prayer, kneeling side by side with a high strange con- 
sciousness of what the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man really 
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means. And much further westward, over fifty million Chinese refugees have 
been moving two thousand miles inland; but all was not /ost/ For Chunking, 
for instance, which used to be a little backward western city, now has not 
only the Generalissimo making his headquarters there, but also many famous 
ladies from “way down east” have arrived with their husbands. So that when 
the World Day of Prayer came last year, they all found themselves for the 
first time in their lives swept up into a world sisterhood of prayer; we know 
that today they are repeating those former moments of deep dedication. 

Unusual tenderness is felt for this special Day in all sorts of small and far- 
away places, where people often go through actual hardships and honest 
searchings of conscience in order to participate heartily—such as happened on 
the east coast and on the west coast of Africa a year ago. Forty women in 
Chikore, East Africa, braved a 36-hour deluge of rain, one of them describing 
their meeting as follows: ‘We women came wrapping ourselves in big shawls 
to keep out the rain; most of us did not bring our babies, for that day the 
roads were very slippery and some of us had to walk up to ten miles in the 
slush and mud. That is why some of them failed to come. But the school 
children came in; you know how sometimes children make noise in meetings 
when they are tired of sitting still a long time? On this day, to our surprise, 
not even one child made any noise, and no child left the room till the 
meeting was over. Nobody compelled them to stay in, but they really wanted 
to hear what was going on—with different parts of the world all following 
this same program which we had in our own mother tongue.’’ And from 
Varma, Sierra Leone, West Africa comes a more sacramental observance: 
“All the sub-chiefs, the village herdsmen, and so forth, were called together 
and asked, each of them, to confess his sins and give thanks to the Almighty 
for the year past. Evening service was held in the Chief’s court which was 
full of noted men and women. Vernacular hymns were used. The leader asked 
Sub-chief Ndabie to say what Christ had done for him during the time he 
was ill, and to give thanks to God for the new chapel in his town and the 
part he could have in helping to build this chapel, and to give thanks also 
to the missionaries who had shown them the light when they were in 
darkness.” 


In Johannesburg, South Africa, another downfall of rain did not seem to 
injure a picturesque service where half a dozen denominations assembled— 
the Methodists in red blouses, the Presbyterians in black blouses with white 
collars and capes, the Congregationalists in white tunics, the French and the 
Swiss Mission members wearing black silk kerchiefs! From another service, in 
central Africa, the collection was sent to England as a place so sad and in 
such need that the little black congregation longed to lift some of the white 
burden: so immediate is the desire to share, both practically and spiritually, 
on such a day, 


This same instantaneous outreach of sympathy warmed a little service in 
Mexico about which the report says: “Mexican Christians love to pray! One 
by one rose to his or her feet in earnest intercession. It was not difficult 
for our aged pastor to present his petition for Pastor Niemodller, praising God 
for his faithfulness even unto approaching death; nor for Senorita Garcia, 
who had taught so faithfully in our former Girl’s School, to voice a prayer 
for the students in Free China; nor again for our weary, undernourished 
little seamstress, so touched by the account of one Russian Christian refugee 
who had recently starved to death in Finland, to plead for other Christian 
refugees.” 


Yes, this is one day in the year when spiritually the earth is indeed the 
Lord’s, for out of every kindred and nation and tribe Christians are loving 
Him with heart, soul, strength, mind—and their neighbors as themselves! All 
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this in spite of frontiers, borderlines, barbed wires, bombs bursting in air, 
seas mined with explosives: for prayer needs no passport, the date of its visa 
into territories near and far never lapses, and it calls no fellow-Christian 
enemy or alien. Could there by a surer way to create a new heaven and a 
new earth in the human heart? or a better day to let a just and durable peace 
become one’s choicest dream? 

To that end over ten thousand services are being held in the United States 
and Canada today, using the same universal worship program built around 
the theme “I am the Way.” Significantly enough this program was prepared 
by three women: a Bible teacher and two emigrés, one a French woman, and 
one a German pastor’s wife only recently out of a concentration camp in 
Europe, her husband having been imprisoned in another such camp. Through- 
out such peril, toil and pain she always felt the Presence of our Lord; there- 
fore, it will mean a great deal to those who are safer to know that He can 
indeed be “The Way’—The Way men have lost, The Way back to God, 
The Way of Self-Surrender, The Way of Love, of Peace, of Light, of Power. 

After we have all gone to bed tonight, the closing service of our World Day 
of Prayer will be held up in Alaska on St. Lawrence Island, 30 miles from the 
Arctic Circle and 30 miles from the International Date Line. Let us think 
in our closing moment of that quiet serenity; wide stretches of snow unbroken 
until the footprints of Eskimo women begin leaving cold blue marks in the 
pure whiteness as they go toward their meeting-house to bear up our whole 
world in their two clasped hands of prayer—conscious of deep wonder that 
even on an isolated little island, lost among icebergs and midnight darkness, 
there is a Voice calling them, even as it calls all men everywhere, saying: 
“IT am the Way.” O God, to us may grace be given to follow in Thy train! 


(Written by Margaret Applegarth; World Day of Prayer Chairman.) 


3. PRAYER: (1 minute) 


Our Father, Thou who art love, do hear us now as we join in the cycle 
of prayer that binds the broken world together. The hour is ours in America 
to take the torch from the hands of women across the sea and pass it on as 
we pray “Thy Kingdom Come.” As children of one Father we claim a kinship 
which shall remain unbroken by earthly divisions. We acknowledge our sins, 
and we pray Thy divine forgiveness. We beg Thee, Father, speak to hearts 
that need courage, to those that faint with fear, to the many in distress and 
suffering. May they know that we care. Make us willing to sacrifice our time, 
our possessions, our very selves, that we may share the world’s suffering, and 
better understand its results. Out of the gross darkness that covers the 
peoples of the earth, O Father, let Thy light shine to guide us as we seek 
the Way, the Way to justice and right and peace for all peoples. 

And now, O God, give of Thy blessing to all, in every land, of every 
tongue, whether asleep under star-lit skies, or wakening to the new day, or 
working under noontide sun, or in ice-clad lands. We are one family and Thou 
art our Father to whom we all pray lovingly. Amen. ; 


(Written by Mrs. Emory Ross; Radio Chairman, World Day of Prayer) 


4. HYMN: (Tune, “Duke Street’) 


People and realms of every tongue 

Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 

Their early blessings on His name. Amen 


18 





Radio Announcements by Local Commentators 


Last year there were remarkable strides in the use of radio on the World 
Day of Prayer, not only the usual national hook-up over WABC, but the 
Columbia Broadcasting Company also sent this 15-minute program immedi- 
ately—short wave—out to the world; and later in the day the famous short 
wave station in Boston, WRUL, again broadcast the same program twice at 
appropriate times to reach different sections of the world—Africa, in particu- 
lar, rejoiced to hear the voice of Mrs. Emory Ross (already well-known there 
because of her long years of residence in Africa) leading the prayer given 
in the following radio program. Another advance step was sending our radio 
program to church women already speaking daily in a special national non- 
network campaign which used 270 different radio stations, located in 227 
cities, 46 states, also Alaska and Puerto Rico. This splendid campaign was 
sponsored by the Council of Women for Home Missions, working with the 
Department of National Religious Radio of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America. As they began on December 6, 1940 and ended April 
30, 1941, our February 28th World Day of Prayer was included, naturally, 
and we record our gratitude to all who participated. A further advance step 
was the sending of all our material to 450 rural ministers by The Christian 
Rural Fellowship, asking that in so far as possible all local rural radio stations 
and radio bureaus in Agricultural Colleges have church women give a Day 
of Prayer broadcast. (All 12 such stations in New York State participated, 
for instance; and other states had most interesting cooperation. An especially 
enthusiastic account of a “Larger Parish’ half-hour program on the air has 
come from Naples, Maine.) Such services will undoubtedly spread more 
widely yet on February 20 this year; any woman reading these pages should 
consider herself a committee of one to initiate such a program either over a 
city, or a town or a rural radio in her community. 

Together with such information as the above, every news commentator in 
your town should be enlisted to announce the approaching observance in the 
union church services: it may be a help to add some such definite statement 
as the following when asking him to mention the day: 

“Anything in this moment of history which can bind together the nations 
of our earth into a common purpose and create a common mind among man- 
kind, for even one day, is certainly of special importance! Therefore I take 
pleasure in announcing that arrangements have all been made for the World 
Day of Prayer to be observed this year on Friday, February 20 in 51 different 
countries of this globe, and in more than ten thousand separate services in the 
United States alone. The women of this city will want to watch our local 
newspaper for the time and place of the union service to be held in (mention 
name of city) so that they may share in this significant step toward inter- 
national unity.” 


Rural Radio Broadcast 


Note: To secure Radio “time” over a Rural Broadcasting Station or one 
in an Agricultural College, begin in January to make the necessary contacts; 
remember to stress the world-wide scope of this World Day of Prayer, when 
51 different countries on earth will be holding simultaneous services. 
ab ea iny Be pa “Crusader’s Hymn”) “Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of All 

ature. 
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BROADCAST: This is the special day in the year which widens your mind 
and your heart and your soul, so that when you hear the well-loved words 
“O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,” you can no longer 
think only of the amber waves of grain in America! For the Everlasting 
Mercy causes you to think also of the failing harvests in Poland, where two 
years ago her farmers were all carried off to tend the fields of their con- 
querors; her flocks and her herds were killed to feed another nation, her 
housewives haunted by memories of what used to be when loved ones were 
present and prosperity was not just a word in the dictionary. You think of 
Holland and Norway and France, where farm lands have been ploughed 
up so hopelessly by bombs; you think of farms in Greece where bees can 
no longer find clover and birds can no longer build nests in dead trees, You 
think of little Russian farms now lying in the path of giant armies,—trees 
stripped, crops ruined. You think of Hawaiian pineapple plantations now laid 
waste. You think of the tea garden plantations of Burma and Siam already 
endangered from the air. You think of China where, over her scorched earth, 
fifty million refugees have had to hurry westward toward whatever safety 
they could find—wandering today, homeless and hungry. 


Suddenly your heart widens hospitably with a new concern and a deep 
tenderness for all these unknown women who must shoulder such tragic 
burdens of sowing and weeding and reaping: you begin wondering about 
them—and your heart sends up an instant prayer that somehow they may find 
a way to adjust their lives, putting into practice homely skills and superhuman 
courage. Find a way? But is there a way? Yes! Across the entire world, 
moving over every borderline and over every national boundary—without 
passport or visa—there rises at this very moment today a volume of prayers 
to our Heavenly Father from more than 51 countries of the earth; prayers 
not only linking man to God, but also linking man to man in mutual concern 
and sympathy. For what does sympathy mean but “your sorrow—in my 
heart?” 


Neither you nor I can tell exactly what prayer is, but we know that it is 
a force far greater than the force which gives to this radio its far-reaching 
voice out and out and out to the very ends of the earth. For deep in our souls, 
each of us feels that God is indeed a Spirit—Life of our life, closer than 
breathing, nearer than hands or feet. Therefore when a million women all 
over this planet simultaneously utter the same prayers for the poor, the old, 
the young, the wounded, the bewildered, the homeless, the terrified, the 
anxious, an instant tie is created binding us all together with that Eternal 
Spirit to whom there is neither time nor space, neither east nor west. All for 
the sake of the Christ who was born in a stable; who was reared in a little 
country town; who walked the fields of rural Galilee; who was transfigured 
on a mountain top; who found new strength after forty days in the wilder- 
ness; who preached from a boat on a blue lake; who spoke of farmers and 
of seed falling into good or bad soil; who said that His Father knew when- 
ever even a sparrow fell to the ground; who died on a hillside; who was 
buried in a quiet garden; who rose again to speak to a certain woman, 
saying: “Go! tell my disciples .. .” 

From that century to this one, women have been going—and telling! And 
because this is the first Friday in Lent, in more than 51 countries on earth 
there will be millions of women remembering that the World Day of Prayer 
is always observed on this day. Let me take you on a rapid pilgrimage to 
some of these 51 nations, so that you can see what quiet miracle is being 
celebrated—a miracle as wonderful as Christmas, when Love was born—a 
miracle as startling as Easter when Love, though killed by hate, rose again 
and is alive forevermore. For if it happened once, it can happen again; but 
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we must prepare Him room in our hearts, and make Him a highway in the 
community where we live—just as these stories show it has been done already 
in other countries. 

Only a hundred years ago, for instance, the Fiji Islands were pagan 
places! Yet last night while you were still sleeping the sun was rising on 
Fiji, and very early this morning large groups of peaceful Christian women 
began wandering over the fields toward their meeting-house to pray .. . to 
pray for themselves and for you... for me... for China... for England 
... for Russia ... for Germany. They have so loved the world that they give 
themselves one complete day to make mention of their love. And when the 
sun reached New Zealand, Australia, South America, Africa, Europe, the 
Orient, other groups of women have been hurrying to other churches to pray 
in all kinds of languages, wearing all kinds of clothes, traveling in all kinds 
of vehicles. And when they take a collection, some of them give all sorts of 
offerings—beans or corn or eggs or hens or fruit—in order that their love 
may be as practical as it is tender. 


For instance, last year on the Day of Prayer, the women of Athens voted 
to send their entire offering of 1500 Greek drachmes into Turkey where there 
had been a terrible earthquake. In itself this was a beautiful miracle of 
friendliness, for only 20 years earlier, in the first World War, the majority 
of those Greek contributors had suffered unspeakable atrocities at the hands 
of those very same Turks. This, then, is what Love does when it begins 
crossing borderlines from nation to nation! A year ago in Alaska, a little 
group of Eskimos in Sitka decided to send their offering down to the Migrants 
in these United States, so moved were they by the constant homeless wandering 
from farm to farm of people who must be forever picking the vegetables and 
fruits of strangers from year’s end to year’s end. This, too, is what Love does 
when it begins crossing borderlines from nation to nation! And last year in 
central Africa a little congregation of black worshippers decided to send their 
offering up to the Christians in England, to ease their white burden during 
bombings and evacuations. Decidedly this is a day when all over the world 
women are putting their prayer into deeds and making it real. 


You may remember a passage in “Pilgrim’s Progress” where Mr. Standfast 
says: “I have loved. to hear my Lord spoken of, and wherever I have seen 
the print of His shoe in the earth, there I have coveted to place my foot also.” 
This year the universal worship theme for the Day of Prayer observances is 
the verse: ‘J am the Way’—and already you have seen the print of His 
foot in the earth! The program has been translated into hundreds of different 
languages, so that at this very moment women are using the responsive 
services telling how Christ is “The Way men have lost—The Way back to 
God—The Way of Self-Surrender—The Way of Love—of Peace—of Light 


—of Power.” 


A year ago there were many cottage prayer meetings held in Siam; in one 
such group 94 of the 174 persons present prayed aloud. One missionary 
assigned to a village called Sticky Pond started at 8 a.m. on a bicycle, with 
a helper named Boa Qui; the five mile ride was very hard going, since the 
last part of it was through rice fields where they had to keep in a rough 
narrow trail, every 50 or 60 feet riding through a narrow break in the low 
wall of the rice bed. Bicycle pedals had to be lifted at the exact split second 
or they would bump on the ridge, causing a bad fall. Yet in spite of being 
loaded down with Bibles and tracts, no accident occurred, and visit after visit 
was made in various cottages where a Day of Prayer service was held. This is 
the print of His foot in the earth! And today when all Thailand has become 
a battlefield, we know those Siamese women are remembering last year with 
special joy. But believing as we do in the Everlasting Mercy and in the 
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imperishable beauty of God’s Kingdom, we know that where only two or 
three can gather, He has been there in the midst of them all day long. 


A year ago a group of Bengali women in India stood around a map of the 
world drawn on their church floor as they tried to visualize the countless 
meetings being held elsewhere on the Day of Prayer; and in Japan a lovely 
group of earnest Christian peasant women sat on the matting floor, charcoal 
braziers placed between each two guests so that they could warm their hands. 
They, too, are remembering what day this is, with utter tragedy at their 
hearts. 


Ten thousand services are now being held throughout the United States 
and Canada. And tonight, after you have gone to bed, the very last of the 
meetings will be held up in Alaska on St. Lawrence Island, 30 miles from 
the Arctic Circle and 30 miles from the International Date Line—a tiny 
place completely frozen in from October to May, with no mail, no tangible 
contacts with the outside world. But the Spirit of our Lord knows neither 
clime limits nor time limits, and so I ask you to picture the deep blue foot- 
prints those Eskimo women will leave in the pure white snow as they wend 
their way to the church. For while the rest of us sleep, they will hold up our 
world in their two clasped hands—praying that His Way may be known 
upon earth, His saving health among all nations. 


Hymn: (Tune: “St. Peter’) “In Christ There is No East or West.” 


Suggestions for Rural Communities 


There is a glorious new experience awaiting your rural community if you 
try holding a World Day of Prayer observance. To the rural women of the 
United States, whose prayers ascend day by day to their God of the open 
spaces and of beckoning horizons, this World Day of Prayer can have deep 
significance and meaning. It can give them an opportunity to enter, with the 
women of all nations, into the heart of our agonized world. In the needs of 
suffering humanity, they can find also, a closer need of each other in corporate 
worship and prayer—since prayer and simplicity and telling the story even 
to two or three gathered together sound like apostolic days, Suppose you had 
an automobile—suppose you took two or three women with you, and a globe 
of the world; that is enough for an amazing awakening of vision and new 
interest. 


1. Announcing the Plan—Choose the space in your store, your Grange, your 
Farm Bureau, your local Community Center Club House, and your Church, 
on which our new World Day of Prayer Poster (5 cents each) could be dis- 
played, listing either the single observance you may plan, or a progressive list 
of special meetings to be held throughout the first Friday in Lent in places 
selected for the coming together of large or small groups in such communities. 
Your automobile and your collection of helpers will “bring the world” to them 
at carefully chosen hours—allowing enough time for the rides between meet- 
ings and an unhurried hour or more for each observance. Publicity and en- 
thusiasm will have to be your forerunners. Therefore besides the posters 
announcing the series of programs by your “team,” order enough copies of 
the Call to Prayer so that you can send them by mail to each woman you 
want to attend; a space has been left on the Cal/ for place and hour. 


2. Where to go on your Route—To a church, in one place, to a Grange, in 
another, to a Community Club House, in another, Above all, to a farm house: 
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“The church in thy house” is the way the early Christian church began; and 
it is by restoring the sweet neighborly sharing of a community interest that 
you can bind such a community closer to the wider world for whom Christ 
died. This is a suggestion tried and tested and deeply loved in rural com- 
munities around the earth; from Syria and from Africa especially have 
come stories of how women have gone out from one central Day of Prayer 
service into various nearby hamlets, carrying there the same service they had 
already enjoyed. It helps to solve the remaining problem: 


3. Who Shall Go in This Traveling Caravan? 


a. It may be a rural group of leaders, planning its own schedule of hours 
and its own arrangement of the World Day of Prayer topic. 


b. It may be a city group of those who came into the city from rural 
areas, going out after their own morning service in the city into a rural com- 
munity where no observance would otherwise be kept that afternoon. 


c. Organize very carefully a friendly transportation committee to bring 
in to the meeting the handicapped, the aged, the shy, the newcomers to the 
community and the lonely. 


4. Accomplishing a Progressive Program—The nucleus of leaders starting 
out with you in your car, or in their own cars, may stay with you throughout 
the day; or you may drop one here, and pick up another there. But there 
should be a simple and similar plan followed in each service scheduled on 
your route, e.g. one leader responsible for telling what the Day represents 
(see “The Print of His Foot in the Earth,” also “Radio Programs”). You 
can begin by saying: “We bring the World to your door today.”—And then 
you must make sure each woman realizes that your group is a part of other 
such groups in more than fifty countries of the world. 

Other leaders may be responsible for conducting the program itself. This 
may be the regular printed World Day of Prayer Program, (to be ordered for 
two cents apiece, $2.00 for 100 copies, to be handed out to each audience in 
turn) followed through in the usual responsive fashion—leader and audience 
reading and singing as indicated. Or, you can select certain portions of this 
printed program in case the entire order of exercises seems too long for your 
allotted time in each community. 


5. Other Program Plans—(1) Either or both of the “Radio Programs” plus 
“The Print of His Foot in the Earth’ would give a 20 minute talk on what 
the World Day of Prayer has been for the past 25 years; a past history of its 
beginnings may be added; see ‘Publicity Suggestions.” (2) The story of 
what the World Day of Prayer offering accomplishes in its four avenues of 
service is always enlightening and encouraging; see pages 13-16 of the Pro- 
gram booklet itself, also certain suggestions in this Handbook. (3) Under 
“Children’s Services,” in this Handbook, are ideas of lasting importance about 
church buildings around the world; how people are called to worship, by 
drums or bells or horns; about Bible translations; about church symbols; 
about art and prayer and song. These could form excellent background ma- 
terial for a talk on worship. (4) In the section on “Continuing Prayer 
Groups” in this Handbook, the suggestion about naming the fingers for 
nations, countries, races, was first used in a rural group near Rochester, N. Y., 
some years ago with growing delight; it could form the prayer period for 
your rural program. (5) In the section on “Interesting the Industrial VWYoman,” 
in this Handbook, are several suggestions about where our belongings came 
from—e.g. clothing originating in 14 or more countries; etc. This turns a 
person from provincial into international at once; that entire section could 
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be adapted for your rural introduction—since clothes, telephones, Ford cars, 
radios and tea are all in everyday use. 


Suggestions for an Jndustrial Service 


Through the hands of the industrial workers in your town the fabric of the 
world has been passing for years; but their days are so busy and their par- 
ticular unit of work so prosaic that often they live out all the round of their 
lives without once lifting up their eyes to catch a vision of that outer world 
where things come from. It is not to our credit as church women that we do 
not know personally such important workers, having rarely tried to get their 
viewpoints or to give them any glimpse of our own. The World Day of 
Prayer offers a natural occasion for such an exchange, on a basis of ideas in 
which they are as interested as any other woman in town. But it will take 
a special committee skilled in meeting such women, so that no tinge of 
patronage is apparent. Such a committee can be formed by deaconesses and 
city missionaries, the Industrial Secretary of your local Y.W.C.A., someone 
your Council of Churches may suggest, perhaps a librarian to assemble extra 
data, and the head-workers from various Christian Centers of the different 
denominations. For such a Neighborhood House may be the best place to 
hold such a service, which can be made symbolic by objects readily acceptable 
to all who attend,—such as a large globe of the world, with white, yellow, 
brown, red and black candles burning around it to represent the color 
divisions of mankind. A map on the wall, behind this table, should have 
enough of a cardboard backing to hold thumb-tacks. A brief series of simple 
demonstrations can start the program, almost ds ice-breakers, but with a 
program motive behind them. 


1. Where Clothes Come From—One of the audience can stand while the 
whole group suggests what country contributed each article of her wearing 
apparel (a few extra items should be worn, to add sufficient countries). For 
instance, one end of a narrow paper streamer is fastened to her shoes, the 
other end is then pinned on Argentina where so much of our leather 
originates. The same process continues for dress, coat, hat, beads, etc., until 
she stands wrapped in worlds! Allow plenty of leeway for decisions, of 
course, as many countries make similar articles. A recent list in a magazine 
mentions—shoe leather, Argentina; rubber heels, Africa; gold ring, Africa; 
beads, Czechoslovakia; wool, Australia; fur, Alaska; pearl buttons, Philip- 
pines; lace, Belgium; linen, Ireland; silk, Japan; felt hat, Northern Canada; 
straw hat, Panama; gloves, France; hair net, China; cashmere, India; calico, 
Calcutta; alpaca, Andes. (This gives you a basis at once around which an 
account of the World Day of Prayer in those very places can center. Such 
stories as are contained in this Handbook, in “The Print of His Foot in 
The Earth” and also much that is in the Rural Radio Broadcast, is adaptable 
for an industrial group.) 


2. How the Telephone is Made—With mica from India; rubber from Brazil; 
flax from Ireland; platinum from Russia; cotton from Egypt; gold from 
Africa. More streamers may connect a portable phone on the table with the 
map on the wall, thus giving a natural motive for suggesting that if only we 


could listen in, what do you suppose we would find the world doing at this 
very moment? 


3. Other Suggestive Objects—An electric light bulb needs Greenland, Ger- 
many, China, India, Spain, Brazil, Chile, Africa and the East Indies, to start 
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its life! Forty different commodities from 57 different countries are used to 
manufacture steel in the United States—not a needle or a wheel in any 
factory but has a long family history behind it. The ingredients of a radio 
set come from such far-scattered lands that it has been estimated they travel 
250,000 miles. And a Ford car has rare varnish from Formosa, rubber and 
nut oil from the Yangtze River in China and the Amazon River in South 
America, and the red ore of friable chrome from Africa. Perhaps your group 
will have some idea about what materials their own factories use daily. 

All this practical tangible side of the world story can readily be linked to 
the spiritual picture of what now is happening on this Day of Prayer— 
the increasing trouble and sorrow: yet all these women sure that religion 
has the real word they need. When the period for prayer comes, some such 
device as that suggested in this Handbook (in the section called ‘Prayer 
Groups Continuing” etc.) about naming the fingers of the hands for various 
countries can create a personal sense of carrying the world. Since this may 
be a foreign-language group, in part, the use of the text “I am the Way” 
in 9 different languages may prove interesting (these are given in “The 
Print of His Foot in the Earth”) and can encourage others in the room to 
give it in their own mother tongue. 

At our request, Miss Frances Perry of Passaic, New Jersey, has prepared 
a splendid statement, from her experience, part of which is given here for 
your guidance :—Industrial workers know in their own lives the meaning of 
unemployment, low wages, bad housing, inadequate standards of living, dis- 
crimination because of race or nationality, the cost of war. To these workers 
to be religious means to act in behalf of social justice, to eradicate con- 
temporary evils, to make whatever changes may be necessary in the social 
structure in order to build a society in which men may live as sons of God. 
The words of the prophets state their religious imperatives—Isaiah 1:16-17; 
Jeremiah 22:16-17; Amos 5:23-25; Luke 10:27-28 (in each case, the Moffatt 
translation.) Industrial young women with an awakened social conscience 
test a religious person, a religious organization, not by the words spoken but 
by the deed done for justice. Some of them make considerable sacrifices, and 
are easily quickened to a profound concern about what is happening to work- 
ing women in various parts of the world, heightened by having relatives in 
countries ravaged by war. It is suggested that the most valid procedure for 
such a group of industrial women would be to determine what they think 
to be the deepest human needs of working women of the world today. With 
this as a basis, they may build their service of remembrance for these women 
and dedication to whatever effort they believe will make a better life for 
more peoples of the earth. 


Suagestions for a Business and Professional 
Women’s Serbice 


In every church there are business and professional women, often organized 
with a purpose. Probably no other group has become so increasingly world- 
conscious, now that each new day alters the world-business carried on down- 
town. But because of their usual evening club meeting dates they do not 
always know that the World Day of Prayer has become a force among church 
women of 51 different countries, and that the interdependence of nations has 
a strong spiritual as well as a practical aspect. Since figures will interest 
them, the following tell their own story: 5,000 copies of the World Day of 
Prayer worship Programs are sent out each June to the 50 different countries 
in ample time for translation and distribution over wide areas. (See what 
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Hongkong reported, as given in “The Print of His Foot in the Earth.”) 
10,000 services are held in cities and towns in the United States and Canada; 
a million Calls to Prayer are printed and more than half a million worship 
Programs. 

Since some one person always has to take the initiative, you who read these 
words are therefore the one chosen to suggest to the proper people that a 
union evening service for all business and professional women in your town 
be held on Friday, February 20. In many places the local Council of Churches 
assumes responsibility for issuing invitations to the organized church clubs, 
forming a committee of their presidents to carry on from there. Individual 
copies of the Call to Prayer (free) should be obtained for distribution to the 
membership of each such club. The worship service Program on the theme 
“I am the Way” will prove vital and moving; and the suggestions in this 
Handbook will probably answer many questions about procedure. It would 
seem that, at their first committee session, these presidents from the various 
clubs would appoint their own chairman and committees; the telling of the 
world story as given in “The Print of His Foot in the Earth” will give the 
necessary background; the description of what the offering does (as given 
on pages 13-16 in the Program) will provide one more motive for cooperating 
in this world-wide day for Christian women. 


(Prepared under the direction of Miss Ann Reid, herself a Business 
and Professional woman.) 


Suggestions for a Voung People’s Serbice 


The World Day of Prayer offers to young people a definite way to par- 
ticipate in the World Christian Fellowship. Remembering the special emphasis 
on prayer at the Amsterdam World Conference of Christian Youth, Friday, 
February 20, 1942 gives an important moment: 


1. To include the young people’s organizations in the various foreign- 
speaking churches in town. This year’s study book themes have been democracy 
and a Christian imperative: here is a definite way to demonstrate this spirit 
of Christian Friendliness. 


2. Every Negro church in your town needs to feel the “pull” of brotherly 
love; to have Negroes and foreign-born together plan such a service will 
help to create a corner of the Kingdom of God right where you are. The Day 
of Prayer hymn at the close of this Handbook could be sung in various 
languages; and by special request nine translations of our Program text “I am 
the Way” have been given in the combined story of this year’s Program and 
last year’s observances, in the section called “The Print of His Foot in the 
Earth.” Much of this account should be given at your youth meeting, for 
background-building. 


One or more union community services for the young people of your town 
should be arranged either for the first Friday evening in Lent (February 20) 
or for the following Sunday evening, retwuesting the various Christian En- 
deavor Societies or similar youth groups to share in these observances of the 
World Day of Prayer. The regular adult Program is splendidly adapted for 
such use; many necessary promotional and publicity suggestions are in this 
Handbook, The most essential is choosing a dynamic chairman whom others 
delight to follow; next in importance is the choice of good readers and a 
memorable setting—a globe, candle, etc. are appropriate. The poster (5 cents) 
in vivid orange and black, and the Call to Prayer (free, for distribution to 
individuals) will help to publicize your meeting. 
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Suggestions for Children’s Serbices 


This year there is an unusual wealth of resource material readily available 
for a children’s World Day of Prayer service by using the new Junior and 
Primary mission study textbooks issued by The Missionary Education Move- 
ment (156 Fifth Ave., New York City, where the publications here mentioned 
may be ordered.) With their kind permission we outline the possibilities con- 
tained in this material adaptable for your use: 

In case a number of churches in your town have some type of mission 
study group for boys and girls, a natural nucleus of children is indicated, 
which could work out the following program of stories, to which program 
the children of all the other churches could be invited. But even without this 
nucleus, geography lessons in school give a natural springboard into the 
world of Christian children praying around the world on this first Friday in 
Lent, together with their mothers. Therefore, make a list of all the mission 
study groups, Church School Junior Departments, etc., who could be invited. 
With the aid of the leaders of these departments and the best story-tellers 
in schools, public libraries, etc., work out your presentation, remembering 
always the other language and racial groups in your town, inviting such 
children of another color and language to participate. 

The Junior textbook by Grace W. McGavran is called “We Gather 
Together’ and gives in 12 delightfully simple chapters stories about haw 
Christians the world around assemble, worship, sing hymns, read the Bible 
in their own language, give their offerings, decorate their churches with 
meaningful symbols, pass on the gospel story to others, etc. This is all valuable 
relevant material for a World Day of Prayer service, supplemented by an 
equally picturesque portrayal of churches and worshippers in the Primary 
textbook “Come Everyone and Worship” by Armilda B. Keiser. 


Suppose, therefore, that a certain Junior group in your town was invited 
to come to your Day of Prayer service with models of churches of various 
lands, to be placed in a row on a high table, as they explained about these 
houses of worship (see chapters I, II, III in “We Gather Together,’ and 
chapters I, VII, VIII in “Come Everyone and Worship.’) Then another 
Junior group, in costume, came prepared to illustrate ways of being called to 
worship the world around (see chapter II, “Come Everyone and Worship”) 
illustrating with bell, drum and horn the call to prayer on this first Friday 
in Lent. A third group of Juniors could then show ways of singing and 
praising God. (See chapter V in both the Junior and the Primary textbooks, 
also Chapter IX in “We Gather Together.”) Other classes could come pre- 
pared to tell about the Bible being used today in more than a thousand 
different languages (chapter IV, “We Gather Together’); about the 
curiously beautiful ways in which the offering is brought (chapter VI, “We 
Gather Together’; chapter V, “Come Everyone and Worship’); about the 
meaning of symbols in every church (chapter VII, “We Gather Together’) 
so that hereafter candle, cross, vine, halo, lamb, eagle, anchor, etc., may have 
a new meaning. 


When the time for prayer comes the leader may find it valuable to adapt 
the suggestion found in this Handbook about naming the fingers of each 
hand for some country before asking the children to clasp their hands in 
prayer for all the children of mankind. (See final paragraphs of special 
section on “Continuing Prayer Groups.”) 


The Missionary Education Movement has also prepared a Junior Teacher’s 
Guide and a Primary Teacher’s Guide (at 25 cents apiece) on “Worship 
Around the World” in case you desire more detailed information for pre- 
paring a children’s program. 
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Program Supplies 


Call to Prayer—free 
Adult Program—‘"I am the Way” 2¢ each, $2.00 per hundred. 


Handbook for Day of Prayer Leaders—suggestions for program, promotion, 
publicity, and radio—10¢ each. 


Poster (17 x 22)—5¢. The poster is in two colors, specially designed so that 
it may be cut through the center, and the prayer, without other wording 
on it, preserved after the Day of Prayer is over. 


Worlds Day 
of 
Mraver 


FRIDAY 
FEBRUARY 20 


1942 





28 


Offering Suggestions 


The regular worship service Program, on pages 13 to 16, carries most of the 
necessary information about the four interdenominational avenues of service 
among which the World Day of Prayer offering is always divided equally. 
This short account was written to convey the thought that in immediate and 
practical service the audience can indeed follow “The Way” as they dis- 
cover the actual footprints of our Lord walking with the Migrants, with 
the Bookless eagerly waiting for Christian Literature, with oriental Christian 
college students, with Indian students in the United States. Silence is a telling 
spokesman! Therefore an increasing number of meetings last year had these 
offering pages in the Program read by the audience in silence. For those 
who wish to add a touch of visualization it is suggested that at the close of 
such a silent reading the organ or piano should play “O Master let me walk 
with Thee in lowly paths of service free” (Tune, “Maryton’’) throughout 
the time in which the offering is to be collected by 8 younger women, 4 of 
whom could even be children— 


(1) Two dressed as Migrants: representing mother and child, the older 
one to carry in her arms a bushel basket filled with fruits and vegetables, 
in the center of which should be a large bowl. After the younger migrant has 
passed the offering plate through each pew in her aisle, she empties the col- 
lection from this pew into the concealed bow] (thus emphasizing one of the 
immediate pieces of work the offering will help). (2) Tavo dressed as 
Orientals: the older one carrying a small empty bookcase on the top shelf of 
which has been fastened an empty collection plate. Into this the smaller 
Oriental empties the offering gathered in each pew. (3) Two dressed as 
college students in cap and gown: (both grown up) One may carry an extra 
mortar board cap, upsidedown, into which the collection from each pew can 
be emptied. (4) Two dressed as American Indians: (both may be very young, 
or one may represent a mother with a papoose board fastened on her back) 
An Indian woven basket or a pottery bowl held by one of them may receive 
the offering collected in the usual church collection plate in pew after pew. 
This plan silently visualizes for the unimaginative worshipper the type of 
persons her offering will aid. 


Spoken presentations may appeal to you as more effective, and may even 
take the form of four impersonations using the material in the Program. 
In case you wish many more facts send 3 cents to the Home Missions Council, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York City for information about Migrants and 
Indians; send 3 cents to Miss Clementina Butler, Chairman, 36 Vernon Ave., 
Brookline, Mass., for information about Christian Literature; send 3 cents to 
Miss Hilda Olson, Marmion Way, Rockport, Mass. for information about 
Women’s Medical School, Vellore ( a beautiful new leaflet, with pictures, is 
just ready) St. Christopher’s Training College, and Madras Christian College. 
Send 3 cents to Associated Boards of Christian Colleges in China, 150 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, for information about Ginling College, Yenching 
College, and Cheeloo Woman’s Medical College. Send 3 cents to Foreign 
Missions Conference, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City for literature about 
Isabella Thoburn College, India, and Women’s Christian College, Tokyo. 


Hartford, Connecticut reports that it sent around ample publicity about the 
offering “projects” to each church and each minister, two weeks before the 
observance so that no spoken explanation was made about these avenues of 


service; yet everyone was well informed, and the offering was by far the 
largest they had had, 
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®ur World Day of Prayer Hymn 


In almost every observance held the world around on the first Friday in 
Lent, the service closes with the singing of “The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, is 
Ended.” It may enrich your own service to have it sung in these translations: 


English: The Day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended, 
The darkness falls at Thy behest; 
To Thee our morning hymns ascended, 
Thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 


French: Le jour que Tu donnas, Seigneur, est achevé. 
L’ombre, qui T’obéit, vient douce et solennelle. 
Nos lévres T’ont béni quand le jour s’est levé, 
D’autres chants berceront ce répos sous Ton aile. 


African: Etali Lilo Wa Tu Iha 

(Umbundu) Uteke Wiya Londaka Yove 
Ko Kuove Tua Lombele Omele 
Tu Lomba Vali Ola Yilo. 


Fiji: No Siga Ga Ni Vakacegu 
Sa Oti Mai, Ka Sa Buto; 
Vei Kemuni Ka Sa Solia 
Keiton Sa Sere Tu Oquo. 


Spanish: El dia, Senor, ha terminado, 
Y en torno ya la sombra este; 
La paz, la dicha que nos diste 
El alma entera embargan ya. 


German: Der Tag den Du uns gabst Herr, endet, 
Du senkst hernieder Dunkelheit, 
Dir wird am Morgen Lob gespendet, 
Dir sei auch unser Schlafgeweiht. 


Norwegian: O Gud, din dag, den er nu slukket, 
Og morket nu for styre staar. 
Den fred, den lykke, du oss skjenket 
La dem faa fange sjelen vaar. 
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thou » gav -_ est, Lord, is end - ed, 


thank thee that thy Church un - sleep - ing, 
3. As o’er each con - ti - nent and is - land 
4. The sun that bids us rest is wak - ing 
5. So be it, Lord; thy throne’. shall _nev - er, 
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earth rolls on - ward in - to light, 

The dawn leads on an - oth - er day, 
Our breth - ren *neath the west - erm sky, 
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To thee our mom - ing hymns as - cend - ed, 
Thro’ all the world her watch is keep - ing, 
The voice of prayer is nev - er si - lent, 
And hour by hour fresh lips are mak - ing 


Thy king dom and grows for - ev - er 

















praise _ shall our rest. 

rests not now by day or night. 

Nor dies the strain of praise & - way. 

Thy won - drous do - ings heard on __—sibigh. 
Till all thy crea - tures own thy sway. - men. 
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Reprinted from the Association Hymnal. 











